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The US government killed millions of buffalo in an effort to
keep white settlers from taking their lands. Photo taken in

BY LEE EGERSTROM

kil off Native Americans who were fighting to
1892 of buffalo skulls.

mericaes resettlement plans useénd agricultural development. Key among
against Native Americans inspired them was the Indian Removal Act of 1830.
Adult Hitler and the Nazies starva- The Southeast tribes of Cherokee, Creek

Ukrainians, Russians and Slavic people irfirst to be dispossessed, they noted, althou
Eastern European and Central Asia. the Cherokee tribe is best remembered for i
As the United States and allies celebrate theTrail of TearsZ forced relocation.

tion and resettlement plans directed atChoctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole were t¥e

75th anniversary of Hitleres collapse and the It also happened in Runge and Grahamgs

defeat of Germany in World War Il, a growing backyard in the Great Lakes region, they point
body of academic research is taking closer looksit. By 1867, they write, nearly all Ojibwe in
at the atrocities of war and its impact onMichigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota were relg
Indigenous people. cated under treaties in which the Indigenou
Add a new research article from Universitypeople relinquished 98 percent of their lan
of Minnesota economists to the list. Carlisleto live on less productive agricultural land an
Ford Runge, a Distinguished McKnight on thin forest soils.
Professor of Applied Economics and Law; and They also cited research by the University ¢f
graduate student Linnea Graham have ®klahomaes Gary Clayton Anderson showin
research viewpoint on hunger as a weapon pulthe Ojibwe population declined by 95 perce
lished in thescientific journalFood Poligyan after relocation.
Elsevier BV academic publication.
The article is entitled *Hunger as a weapondemics attacked tribal people throughout th
Hitlers Hunger Plan, Native American reset-expanding American West. Starvation was
tlement and starvation in YemenZ. common problem. It became a policy directi
It recalls how Hitler was impressed by U.Scarried out by government and military forces.
resettlement programs that opened the <West,Z
as it was called, to white, European settlement

[72)
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Homelessness on Ojibwe
reservations still a problem in MN
BY LEE EGERSIROM
H near-homelessness She said current data are tak-
are continuing prob- ing on additional importance

lems at six Ojibwe reservationsas tribal governments deal with
in northern Minnesota, and health and safety issues under
was before the coronavirus epithreat from COVID-19.
demic reached Minnesota caus- *We have identified people
ing losses of jobs and incomeswvho are doubled-up. We use
and forcing people to seek inad-the data when we are having
equate housing or edouble-upZdiscussions about COVID. If
with friends and relatives. someone gets sick, it could be
A survey by Wilder Research infecting three different families
of residents at collaborating in that household,Z Moreland
northern reservations con- said.
ducted in 2018 found at least eIt can often be a mom, dad,
2,315 people who researchersa grandmother and a cousin all
classified as homeless, or sneamput at risk.Z
homeless.Z Tribal councils team with
The situation has undoubtedly Wilder to identify homelessness
gotten worse since the Octoberat the reservations for the sur-
survey that year, said Nicolevey. The collaborative and tribal
MartinRogers, senior researchcouncils use the gathered data
manager and Minnesota to develop housing and home-
Reservation Homeless Study coless policies either together or
director at Wilder. at an individual reservation.
With COVID-19 shutting Participating Ojibwe Tribal
businesses, she said, *We knowCouncils include Red Lake,
people have lost homes, cansWhite Earth, Leech Lake, Mille
afford rents and are doubling- Lacs., Bois Forte and Fond du
up with friends and relatives.Z Lac Bands. Minnesotaes four
Researchers define homeles®akota reservations and the
as people staying in a shelterGrand Portage Band are not
transitional housing, or in a part of the study.
place not intended for housing; Researchers for the 2018
those who face eviction andstudy interviewed 1,200 resi-
have no place to go, and thosedent identified by housing
temporarily staying with others staffs at the participating reser-
... called doubled-up ... with theivations.
continued housing considered Housing costs and the avail-
precarious. ability of housing are obvious
Wilder goes further than fed- problems for the reservations,
eral definitions and calls near-Wilderes MartinRogers (White
homeless as people temporariljearth descendant) said.
staying with others butin erel-  The study shows there are
atively more stable conditions.Zwaiting lists of more than a year
Tammy Moreland (Mille Lacs to find housing on some reser-
Ojibwe), chair of the vations, she said. Specifically,
Minnesota Tribal Collaborative survey respondents waiting for
to Prevent and End subsidized housing averaged 14
Homelessness, said data fronmonths on waiting lists. That
the survey helps cooperatingcompares with an average of
tribes develop homelessnessiine months for others living
and housing programs. The col-in Greater Minnesota.
laborative is a joint information
and research for five of the six
reservations participating in the

omelessness andWilder study.

... CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 ...



It is time for the 2020 Census and we need to
participate now. Our children are counting on us

as it helps shape the future of our communities.
Census data is used for programs and grants that are
important for all American Indians and Alaska Natives.

Complete the census online, by phone, or by mail.

2020CENSUS.GOV

Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau

Shape
our future
START HERE >

United States
Census !
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Landowners challenge Eminent Domain and Line 3 faces new challenge

BY WINONA LADUKE the oil running through the pipes. Thates Public Service Commission (PSC) to giveEnbridge, White Earth Tribal Chairman
to say that Enbridge, which moves 3 milit eminent domain authority to take pri- Michael Fairbanks suggested in an inter-
lion barrels a day of oil across Ojibwe landvate land in Iron and Ashland counties,f view that the company should sMove to
W hile  the  Enbridge in northern Minnesota is cutting pipeline Z The company wants to remove a 12-mileenewablesZ and clean up the old pipes.

Company seeks to push capacity. Al Monaco, CEO expects to cutportion of its Line 5 pipeline from the White Earth and Red Lake continue to

. ahead with Line 3 in oil transport by 600,000 barrels a day byBad River Reservation and bypass theepresent the Ojibwe in the legal and
Minnesota, the future of this pipeline, this summer. Thates almost the full reservation with 41 miles of new pipelineadministrative opposition to Line 3.
Enbridge and the Dakota Access andamount that Enbridge hopes to put after a lawsuit filed by the tribe. Attorneys Joe Plumer and Frank Bibeau
Keystone Pipeline remain twirled in their through Line 3 initially. Enbridge says the line transports arhave been representing the tribes and
fate with oil markets and the COVID 19  |n short Enbridge expects to cut oil average 540,000 barrels a day betweddative organizations since 2013, in what
Pandemic. The world is rapidly changingthroughput by more than they are hop-Superior and southwestern Ontario has become a seven year battle for the

In late May, Minnesota Attorney ing to put through Line 3. Thates part (Sarnia) that is eventually used to supplywater and wild rice.

General Keith Ellison joined the White of the challenge filed by the citizenspropane to dealers in Wisconsin and In other pipeline news, the Dakota
Earth Band of Ojibwe, Red Lake, Honor groups, tribes and Department of Michigan. Access Pipeline Environmental Impact
the Earth and other organizations opposCommerce in late May. Midwest Environmental Advocates, a Statement was thrown out by federal
ing Line 3 at the Public Utilities |n Wisconsin, Enbridge is also facing Madison environmental law firm, filed a courts earlier this Spring, with the
Commission. Ellison filed a motion to new challenges on their proposed exparpetition on in late May on behalf of five Standing Rock Tribe and a number of
overturn the Certificate of Need for sjon of Line 5 through the north. Line 5 organizations with the PSC seeking a corsrganizations filing suit to close down
Enbridge Line 3 on behalf of the jsan old line, and in 2019, the Bad Rivertested hearing on the matter. A group ofthe pipeline pending completion of an
Department of Commerce. The Attorney reservation filed suit in federal court ask-more than 30 landowners and a propertyadequate environmental impact state-
General noted that Enbridgess failure toing that I3 miles of this pipeline be rights group filed similar requests, claim-ment. On May 20, Standing Rock asked
submit a long range oil demand forecastemoved from Bad River land. On July ing the U.S. Constitution prohibits taking the court to shut down the pipeline, and
is a smaterial legal errorZ that can<t be3, the Bad River Anishinaabe filed suit private land except for public use. 36 members of Congress joined the law-
fixed by other evidence in the record,against Canadian based Enbridge In 2015 the GOP-controlled legislature suit, filing a brief in federal court, to
Ellison said in the filing. _ Company, seeking to force removal ofand Walker approved giving Enbridge support the tribe.

According to Ellison and other inter- the Line 5 pipeline. The pipeline crossesand other out-of-state oil pipeline busi- As the summer comes to the north
venors, the Public Utilites Commission the Bad River Reservation and has for 6Gesses the authority to condemn reatountry, we will see how it goes. In the
had compounded the error by shifting years running through the watershed ofestate and personal property for statemeantime, the battle between the Black
their responsibility to the citizens, tribesthe Bad River and Lake Superior. Mostapproved projects.Z Snake and the people who protect the
and other parties to prove that oil of the easements expired in 2013, the tribe Asked what advice he would givewater and wild rice continues.
demand would decrease. Usually, thesays Enbridge is trespassing, and wart<
responsibility of proof would be with the pipes out. [
the project proponent ... thates Enbridge. The complaint, filed in Federal Court
To be clear, a -certificate of needZ isxplains, *Fifteen of the easement
required for the Enbridge pipeline. With expired on June 2, 2013, as their renew
a certificate of need the Canadian comyyas expressly «limited as to tenure fc

pany can condemn private property fora period not to exceed 20 (Twenty) yea <
their tar sands pipeline. Thates called.. ending on June 2, 2013[.]Z In thos (19.6.21 .'?._F:_CI_II-I_LT_E CTURE 5
eminent domain and is required to besame easements, Enbridge expres 3/$1 e —_ S
used for public purposes. promised that the company woulc A "(6,*1

The ¢need _for oilz has_ gone dov_vn.remo\,e all materials, equipment an ‘<4 (98/837(
pretty dramatically, as society is movingassociated installations within si> M ‘s Oshkaybewis.

to « shelter at homeZ as a more longnonths of termination, and f restore
term strategy for public health. Oil con-the land to its prior condition.Z Rather
sumption is down by 20% worldwide,than doing so, or seeking the Band:
and this past month oil production was consent to a renewal of the easemer
cut internationally and oil tankers were prior to their expiration, Enbridge has
floating off the coast of California being continued to operate the pipeline as i
used as temporary storage units, witht has an indefinite entittement to do so
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Connect with us on Facebook!

P View our webinar series with Mike Laverdure
honoring American Indian Month (May).

no place to unload. This constitutes an unlawful possessiof

In the meantime however, Enbridge of the subject lands, and an intentional THE CIRCLE is a 501(c)3 non-profit newspaper and is governed by
continues to bring in more pipes and ongoing trespass upon them.Z a board of directors from the American Indian community.
all of the equipment required to cross «No amount of compensation is worth
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Scientists find 117 chemicals in Grand Portage fish and lake bottor

BY LEE EGERSIROM college, said the findings were more disappointingpecies important in Grand Portage diets and for the
than surprising. He has monitored pollution, such aseservationss recreation economy, and in 67 sediment
This is the first of a two-part series. mercury, in Lake Superior and area lakes for the pasamplings.
15 years and has watched how contaminants get intdnline dictionaries define lake sediments as clay,
n extensive three-year research study of lakéish and wildlife. silt, sand, organic debris, chemical precipitates and
A in and around the Grand Portage Indian What makes the Grand Portage study so speciapmbinations of these. To the barefoot stroller, lake
Reservation has found an abundance oMoore said, is that it focused on looking for chemicasediment is probably best known as sand, muck or

pharmaceuticals, personal care products, hormonespntaminants that arenet usually studied or regulatechud.
pesticides, and other chemicals in water, lake bottontsy federal, state and local environmental bodies. Thes@est results found at least one CEC in water, fish
and fish. chemicals are called Contaminants of Emergingnd sediment, signaling the linkage of contaminants

What threat this poses for humans and wildlife willConcern (CECs) by scientists from a variety of fieldshrough the aquatic ecosystem. Most detected chem-
need to be studied further. But the presence of thesand by other health and environmental experts. icals were found in two and about half were present
chemicals, even in trace amounts, was still shocking=rom past work, he said, the team of researchers diglall three tested groups.
when found in some of the most remote lakes in northexpect to find the presence of some CECs. *But not Synthetic estrogen, antidepressants, opiates, antibi-
eastern Minnesota. 117 of them, and in the water we consume and thetics, stimulants and other medical compounds, plus

Chemicals derived from human behavior are roufish that are part of our (Grand Portage) subsistencadustrial compounds used in cleaning and household
tinely found in waters that contain effluent from waste-diets.Z materials were found.
water treatment plants, said Jessica Deere, the leaThis is the first such study to focus on water and «The ecosystem starts with sediments, the nutrients,
author of a published report on the findings. She iswildlife (fish) necessary for subsistence by aand the water the fish live in and breathe in. There
a doctoral candidate at the University of Minnesotas$ndigenous people in the United States. were a lot of antibacterial compounds and antifungals.
College of Veterinary Mediciness Department of The study tested water, lake sediments and fish frokVhen you start messing at the bottom level, you find
Veterinary Population. 28 lake sites on the reservation and on land from ththis through the whole food chain,Z Moore said.

*We werenet sure what we would find in undevel-1854 Treaty that ceded tribal land to the U.S. govern- Fifteen CECs were found in all categories of lakes,
oped lakes where there arenst homes, septic tanksrent. The Grand Portage Band has retained huntinmcluding caffeine and cocaine. Among the different
wastewater plants,Z she said. *We found there isneaad fishing rights in the ceded territory. lake sites, 17 CEC chemicals were found in a remote,
great difference between developed and undeveloped he researchers went looking for 158 mostly unregmdeveloped lake; and 83 chemicals were found in a
lakes.Z ulated CEC compounds. Sites selected for testingke the scientists said is impacted by wastewater plant

The findings from this study have been publishedncluded undeveloped lakes that are among the mosffluent ... or discharges.
in the scientific journalScience of the Total Environmermimote, and pristine, in Minnesota; in lakes with some A popular insect repellant (DEET) was found

Seth Moore, director of Biology and Environmentshoreline homes and cabins, and in water that ihroughout the testing with some of the highest con-
for the Grand Portage Band of Lake Superioimpacted by wastewater treatment plants. centrations found in undeveloped lake sites.
Chippewa and an adjunct professor with the veterinary CECs were found in 102 water tests, 35 fish tests onMoore and Deere said a threat to wildlife, and in this
case fish, comes from the presence of hormonal chem-
icals such as from birth control medicines that may be
interfering with fish production. Past research by others
have found male fish may become sterile or become

i U E female from birth control hormones in the water.
BEE A S I E AN People are consuming low levels of these same CECs,
Moore said. Of concern to the Minnesota group, he
N said, is that the federal Environmental Protection
H EI_P SO M EO E Agency ¢has no regulations whatsoever on potential
impact on fish, water and humans.Z
L Deere, who has bachelores and masteres degrees in
EI_SE I\/E A related fields from Emory University in Atlanta, said
she came to the University of Minnesota in part
" because what Moore and scientists there and at state
BETTER |_| I:E departments of government were doing in environ-

mental research.

The interdisciplinary ream and coauthors were Mark
Ferrey, of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency;
//< , (B Mark D. Jankowski, U.S. Environmental Protection

G % Agency; Alexander Primus, the Department of
Leechimakayonisrinat Veterinary Population at the College of Veterinary
Medicine; Matteo Convertino, Hokkaido Unversity
in Japan and formerly at the University of Minnesota;
Joseph Servadio, University of Minnesota School of
Public Health; Nicholas B.D. Phelps, Department of
Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology within
the Universityss College of Food, Agriculture and
Natural Resource Sciences; M. Coreen Hamilton, with
SGS AXYS Analytical Services in Sidney, British
Columbia; Yvette Chennaux-lbrahim, Grand Portage
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Biology and
Environment; and Dominic A. Travis and Tiffany M
Wolf, both with the Department of Veterinary
Population in the universityes veterinary college.

DEPARTMENT LIFE See part two on facing page (pageb).

OF HEALTH
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Snowflakes, raindrops and dust bring CECs to lakes and fish

BY LEE EGERSIROM ments.Z «That is why the research at théledicine studies health of entire popula-of miles away from the source,Z he said.
Grand Portage reservation in remote areasons of animal life. Most veterinary stu- Wastewater plants impact water with dis-

Part Two of Two-Part Series is so important,Z he added. dents and faculty work on treating ailmentscharges, or effluent. Throughout rural
Part One of this series cited research thatind injuries of individual animals. America, some wastewater effluent is taken

that brings chemicals from phar- and in lake sediments in undevelopedCEC studies and now the Grand Portageground. That might explain how some of
maceuticals, personal care prodfakes, partially developed lakes and in lakgsroject are conducting multidisciplinary the CECs wind up in wind-blown dust and
ucts, commercial and industrial productsimpacted by wastewater treatment plantsvork that points scientists to more researchprecipitation, Ferrey said.
and even cocaine to metropolitan Twinin far northeastern Minnesota. needed for understanding impact CECs Metropolitan Twin Cities urban dwellers
Cities waters and, most likely, to lakes and That study with the Grand Portage Bandhave on wildlife, resources and humanrhave almost annual winter experiences
streams throughout Minnesota. explored 28 lake sites on the reservatiortealth, Wolf said. over recent decades when soil-impacted

Snowflakes, raindrops and dust dropand in nearby ceded territory under the The findings show mostly trace amountssnow and sleet smear automobile windows.
contaminants on undeveloped lakes inChippewass 1854 treaty with the U.S. govef contaminants, Ferrey added. «We donstThe not-so-scientific nickname for the
Northeastern Minnesota in and around ernment. Under it, Grand Portage mem-want to panic people. We just donet knowcause is *snirt,Z or a combination of snow
the Grand Portage Reservation as well, anders have retained hunting and fishingenough yet on what these chemicals do.Znd dirt.
not just heavily populated metro areasrights in that area near the Canadian bor- Scientists have studied pollution from The early work by Ferrey and now the
The recent research finding chemicals irder and North Shore of Lake Superior. industrial plants and from agricultural Grand Portage study have advanced knowl-
Grand Portage water, fish and lake sedi- That contrasts with Ferrey and col-runoff for years when pollutants are often edge of where CECs settle, and how they
ment further explains earlier Minnesota leaguees earlier study of water samplingsasy to spot and are known to be a threaget there. Perhaps more importantly, these
research on lesser known chemicals in oun the Twin Cities and adjacent Anoka and to fish, other wildlife and especially to studies point scientists at what more needs
environment. Dakota counties. They also found chemicahuman drinking water sources. to be studied.

The compatible research results werend¢ompounds in snowflakes, raindrops and More limited research on lesser known, The University of Minnesotass Wolf said
shocking but more like a confirmation, dust particles in the metro area. Leavindesser regulated CECs started about 2@ is imperative interdisciplinary work from
said Mark Ferrey, a lead scientist on theontaminants since detected in Grandyears ago. various fields of study be expanded going
project at MPCA who has monitored so-Portage water, lake bottoms and fish. Ferrey and colleaguese 2017 publishefbrward. It still isnet known what lasting
called Contaminants of Emerging Concern el think we were surprised to see the presstudy on precipitation is entitled impacts the CECs are having on wildlife,
(CECs) for more than a decade for possiblence of chemicals in developed and undePharmaceuticals and other anthropogenicsuch as fish from waters all over Minnesota.
impacts on Minnesota waters and wildlife.veloped waters was not significantlychemicals in atmospheric particulates and Ultimately, scientists from public health,

Of his earlier research, he said, *Wedifferent,Z said Tiffany M. Wolf, assistant precipitation.Z medical schools and a wider variety of envi-
expected to see some contaminants in thprofessor of Veterinary Population What the later Grand Portage researcironmental fields must find what impacts
Twin Cities metro area and around areasViedicine at the University of Minnesota. helps show is that CEC particles can com€ECs have on human health and our own
where there are large (human) develop- Her branch of the College of Veterinary down into water and wildlife shundreds food chain.

HISTORY
at HOME

GO ONLINE WITH OUR HOME

View images of items in the Our Home: READ ABOUT OJIBWE CULTURE<E

][\lattlvg Mlnor?-etr)sota de)l(Dhlilt.t Watchlwdeos Strength of the Earth: The Classic Guidsuide
e: uring k“ t:Netand akota peot‘_’ € to Ojibwe Uses of Native Plants, by
who speak about a deep connection Frances Densmore, $16.95.

to homeland. And learn more about ] )

Native American history and culture The Language Warriorss Manlfesto: How

through our free digital resources at to Keep Our Languages Alive No Matter

mnhs.org/ourhome. Major sponsor U.S. Bank. the Odds, by Anton Treuer, $18.95.
Browse all MNHS Press books on Native

American studies at mnhs.org/shop.

Precipitation is a transport system found 117 CEC contaminants in lakes, fish Ferrey and others who worked on earlierout to farm fields and injected into the

VI MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

LEARN ABOUT NATIVE FARMING

Watch a short video featuring Dream of T
Wild Health, a 10-acre organic farm in e
Hugo that helps Native American people
reclaim their physical, spiritual, and mental
health. Watch at z.mnhs.org/smfdw.
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EXPLORE HISTORY EVERY DAY AT MNHS.ORG S 1 1) PN
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Open Thursdays Starting July 2 - October 15

11 - 12 PM: Elders, First Responders, Immunocompromised

12 - 3 PM: Everyone
Thank you for protecting yourself and our community
Market Rules & Guidelines for the 2020 Season by eating healthy, and supporting local farmers and markets!

e Stay home if you or someone in your home are sick

* Maintain 6-foot distance from others

e No dogs

» Wear a facemask or covering

 Limit shoppers to 1 if possible

* No eating. Takeout is available from Pow Wow Grounds

e Don’t touch and let vendors serve you

 Limit socializing

e ...« ivWV iTleb > A...ce« U"l... > }AceViAb « Al "v pbed V>~

1414 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls, MN  (Parking lot of Pow Wow Grounds) | nacdi.org/four-sisters-farmers-market



COVID-19 Testing INDIANHEALTHBOAR
@Indian Health Board

Email. teleheatlh@ihb-mpls.org

IHB and the Native American Community Clinic (NACC) have joined
efforts to provide testing. Together, we are increasing testing and
taking care of our Native community.

If you have COVID-19 symptoms and wish to schedule an
appointment, call us at 612.721.9800

Your provider will contact you for an initial telehealth visit.
When your clinic schedules you for testing onsite, please follow
instructions about driving or walking up to the clinic garage.

Things to know about the COVID-19 test and results
+ Testing follows CDC safety guidelines
« Testsite is at 1315 E 24t Street, in Minneapolis
* Results may become available up to 24-48 hours

Your provider will review the results with you by a phone or video
call. If you want more information, please call us!







INDIANHEALTHBOARD.COM







Top left: The Powwow Grounds is home-base for AIM (American Indian Movement) and

community members protecting the community and gathering food and supplies for people.

(Photo by Hannah Broadbent.)

Bottom left: Protests in Minnepolis demand justice for Georg F loyd. (Photo by Darrell
Thompson.)

Top right: A mural dedicated to George Floyd. (AP photo.)

Bottom right: A community member stands guard on top of the All Nations Indian Church.
(Photo by Lisa Skjefte.)

FOR RENT
Find your new home with At Home Apartments.
Call ®51-224-1234 or visit AAtHomeApts.com for an
apartment or town home. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Pleasant Place
21001 John Milless Drive Rogers, MN 55374

763-428-4494

NOTICE: OPENING THE 1 & 2 BEDROOM WAIT LIST
Project-Based Section 202/8 (Adults 62 and older or qualified

individuals with physical disabilities who are 18 years or older.

Rent based on income for qualified applicants.

Applications may be downloaded at www.pleasantplace.commonbond.org
starting at 9am June 1, 2020 until 4pm on July 15, 2020. Completed
applications may be received by mail on or before July 22, 2020.
All qualified applicants will be placed on the Waiting List
in the order they are received.

CommonBond Communities Equal Housing Opportunity

Child and Teen
Checkups {.Y

FREE
ANNUAL
CHECKUPS

FOR THOBBERL

GET STARTED AT
U21Checkups.com




ed at featuring Indians you Know or

voice and differs from the next. It
almost as if the collection was writts
by a variety of writers, each present
some aspect of history, wisdom,
dition, everyday life, kindness a
mayhem. Even wolves and bears o
a perspective.

Elders play a big role througho
the stories as conveyors of wisd
and skills. This should be no surpri
since Peacock himself is an elder
plenty left to teach. A member of t
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superi
Chippewa, hees a retired professo
education and university administr
tor from the University of Minnesota
Duluth. He now lives near Red Clif
Wisconsin.

For me, two characters really sta
out from the stories, starting wit
Deacon Kingfisher who is in his mig
30s and has Down syndrome. |
story narrated by David, we lea
Deacon was raised by his grandp
ents who died in a car crash due t
drunk driver. Following the cras
Deacon required special housing sd
ices usually reserved for elders.
Bandes tribal council went out of i
way to ensure that Deacon recei
proper care.

Deacones grandparents had serve
language teachers, leaving the B{
without this important instruction)
ward-winning writer David is upset at this loss, commenti
Thomas D. Peacockes book <Without those two elder teacher
*The Tao of NookomisZ our community, our whole future &
of short stories that featureNative people, is in jeopardy. Th

The Tao of Nookomis

by Thomas D Peacock

lllustrated by Rabbett Before Horses
Strickland

Black Bears and Blueberries Publishing
January 2020 (second edition)

212 pages

BY DEBORAH LOCKE

A

consists
people you already know. The storiesvere the last two peoplefwho were f
often sound like those you heardent Ojibwe speakers. At least as fa
when you were young or read in anl am concerned, without our langua
American Indian literature class. Eachwe are just brown white people.Z

story stands on its own in style and Peacock points out throughout h

He has a PhD from the University of works by University of Oklahoma hi
Wisconsin, both a B.A. and M.A. from torian Gary Clayton Anderson, auth(
Oxford Univeristy while a Rhodes of nhumerous books of regional impd
Scholar, and a bachelores degree frortance including the 2019 book Massal
the University of North Carolina. in Minnesota: The Dakota War of 186

Graham, from Eagan, is a Master othe Most Violent Ethnic Conflict in
Applied Economics candidate at the American History; Carroll P. Kakel IlI
University and is writing a thesis on historian and lecturer at Johns Hopki
food insecurity and the Boko Haram University who has written extensive
insurgency in Nigeria. She serves as aan Hitleres starvation policies in t
adjunct economics teacher at her under-EastZ and American Indian policies
graduate school, the University of St.the *West;Z and a comprehensive 2(
Thomas, and worked part of the pastbook, The Taste of War: World War |
year in Rome at the United Nationse and the Battle for Food, by Cambrid
International Fund for Agricultural University historian Lizzie Collingha
Development (IFAD).

Students and researchers on Native Students can access the article in
American history and culture, econo-April edition of Food Policyournal
mists and others can easily access tithrough most college and universi
Runge-Graham study from Elsevierlnternet sites. Other researchers can |
through academic library and Internet chase the article online from Elsevie
services. https://www.sciencedirect.com/jou

Runge directs special attention tonal/food-policy/vol/92/suppl/C

stories that people, being who theyRenee Strong, mother of Desir
are, sometimes choose the wrong wagtrong. We all know a Renee. Sh
to act. As an example of this, acquainprofane, brash, and utterly devot
tances of Deacon introduce him to to her daughter who can be, well, ¢
beer and send him home drunk to hisficult. To anyone reading this who h
grandparents. a child whose sole purpose in life
David later regrets what they did toto do the opposite of everything s
Deacon that night and the part heor he is told, Desiree will ring trug
played, saying that now he underdn fact, the story may bring to ya
stands Ojibwe traditions better. One unwelcomed flashbacks
tradition is to value people who are These two characters, like otherg
different. Davides Ojibwe ancestorsthe book, reflect Peacockes skKill
regarded the Deacons of this worldrelaying reservation people you kng
as sacred beings. They have soul spior perhaps are. Not all make the b
its, listened to and watched over bydecisions, like Reneees brother
the Creator, maybe watched ovedied from liquor and pills. *U{
more. Indians, we lose so many people ald
Meanwhile, the Band is left with a the wayZ
big problem. Who will replace the lan- They also gain along the way, li
guage teachers? David practices thBavid, who learns Deacones inq
language every night with its complextimable value. 5
verb structures and rules. Then one <The Tao of NookomisZ by Thom4
day he hears Deacon speaking ifD. Peacock (202 pages, Black B¢
Ojibwe to his dog. Deacon is fluent and Blueberries Publishing, 2020)
and at ease with the language. Willavailable from Amazon Books fq
the Council allow Deacon to teach$14.95. Peacock and his w
the children? Maybe the Council will Elizabeth Albert Peacock are co-0
agree, maybe not. I+ll leave you witrers of the publishing company a
that cliffhanger. live in Little Sand Bay, Red ClIif
A second character from the storieswis., and in Duluth.
who will stay with me for a while is
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