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S
easonal gift shopping 
has become easier for 
Native Americans 

wanting authentic Native prod-
ucts this holiday season and to 
learn more about the Native 
artists and shopkeepers.  

New and reformulated busi-
ness directories have hit the mar-
ket promoting literally hundreds 
of Minnesota-based Native arti-
sans and other providers of per-
sonal and business services. 
Anchoring these business pro-
motion and shopping tools is 
the Minnesota Indigenous 
Business Alliance (MNIBA).  

Pamela Standing, co-executive 
director and a co-founder of 
MNIBA, said her business 
group has redesigned what was 
a Minnesota Native business 
directory into an Online Buy 
Native Business Directory 
(https://directory. mniba.org/).  

“We started the (original) 
business directory in 2016. It 
was a limited tool that we could 
offer,” she said. MNIBA is cur-
rently planning to take the new 
online directory national. Part 
of the reason, she said, is that 
Native businesses and artisans 
have common problems of out-
reach everywhere.  

Standing, who has a diverse 
background in business and 
education, is a member of the 
Cherokee Nation. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Education 
and a MBA in International 
Business and Law.  

What she knows from her 
MNIBA experiences and con-
tacts is that Minnesota is now 
home to business entrepreneurs 
and artisans from tribes found 
all over America.  

More than that, Native entre-
preneurs and artists are scattered 
throughout Minnesota. “They 
aren’t all centered in the Twin 
Cities metro area or out at the 
(11) tribal nations,” she said.  

Separately, MNIBA pulled 
together artist groups in mid-

2020, during the COVID-19 
pandemic and after the murder 
of George Floyd to strengthen 
a Minnesota Native Artists 
Alliance (MNAA). It is starting 
a companion online site 
(https://www.mninativeartists. 
org/directory) that can lead 
readers to several prominent 
Minnesota Native artists.  

Artists can sign up on the 
website and create their own 
promotional pages.  

MNAA has a studio in the 
Northrup King Building, 1500 
Jackson St. NE in Minneapolis, 
where the public is invited to 
stop by on Saturdays Dec. 3, 10 
and 17 where they can create 
their own Winter Gift Giving 
Boxes with Native arts.  

Tapping into MNIBA’s links 
and resources, The Circle has 
pulled together examples from 
the directories that shows the 
state’s Native diversity and 
direct people to where they 
might find art, books, health-
care and beauty care products 
and services, and foods acces-
sible from online shopping or 
at store sites.  

These limited art and enter-
prise sectors were chosen for 
convenient holiday gift shop-
ping. It assumes contracts for 
construction projects, or vari-
ous professional and business 
services from other Native 
entrepreneurs, aren’t easy to 
wrap and put under a tree.  

 
Art      

One place where diverse 
Dakota art can be accessed is at 
the Lower Sioux Indian 
Community’s Cansayapi 
Wicoicage Oti that is conve-
niently also called the “intergen-
erational cultural incubator.” It 
represents 50 local artists and 
is in a beautiful new building 
at Morton. “It is great at per-
petuating Dakota art,” 
Standing said. 

New and revised directories make 
Native holiday shopping easier
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N
ative Americans are not immune to 
scams that are ripping off billions 
of dollars every year, but there are 

tools and people who can help them stop these 
attacks in Indian Country. They can even help 
retrieve stolen money in some cases.  

That is the message the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) is bringing to various com-
munities within the United States, including 
the Native American and Alaskan Native com-
munities, as part of a special outreach pro-
gram.  

Outreach reached Minnesota in November. 
FTC officials made a presentation to the 
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council and in a 
news briefing, or webinar, for Native news 
media.  

Joannie Wei, assistant director of FTC’s 
Midwest Region office in Chicago, told tribal 
leaders and visitors to the MIAC meeting on 
Nov. 16 that year to date records show 
Minnesota had 22,723 reported frauds, identify 
thefts and similar scams.  

Of them, 12,833 were fraud reports that 
totaled $32.8 million in losses to people and 
businesses. The median loss was $643.  

In the presentation to the media on Nov. 10, 
Monica Vaca, FTC’s associate director of the 
Bureau of Consumer Protection, said scam-
mers ripped off $6.1 billion from people last 
year in 2.9 million reported cases across the 
country.         

It is also feared, FTC officials said, that a 
majority of scams do not get reported.  

Imposter scams, where people pretend to be 
someone other than themselves, accounted for 
$2.4 billion of the losses reported last year.  

In the presentation to Native media, Vaca, 
Wei and a Flagstaff, Ariz., legal services lawyer, 
Michael Elliott, introduced a Navajo woman 
who was bamboozled by an auto dealership 
firm operating off but close to the Navajo 
Nation.  

The legal services office got the Arizona 
Attorney General’s office involved. That pres-
sure got the Navajo woman’s financial problem 
resolved. The Navajo Human Rights 
Commission also reached out and got FTC 
involved. That led to FTC getting $415,000 
returned to 3,500 people victimized by the auto 
dealers. 
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Celebrating, giving thanks, and taking care of each other 
are year-round traditions. 

As American Indian and Alaska Natives, we know the importance of good 
health. By taking care of ourselves, we are protecting our communities and 
generations to come.

Today we must continue to do our part. Updated vaccines are available for  
everyone 5 and older. Get your updated COVID vaccine to protect yourself 
and those you love against the original virus and Omicron.

Find updated COVID vaccines for everyone 5+ at vaccines.gov



ENVIRONMENT

I
t’s just been the month when 
Native people are remembered. 
That’s nice. Now we want more, 

like we want to protect that Native her-
itage lifeway and tell our stories to all. 
We also want to create a new history, 
one which is healing, restorative, and 
makes a better society and better world.  

Native people are not in the past, we 
are in the present and we are in the 
future.  Here’s a story we are making, 
it’s in Park Rapids, Minnesota and we 
can make this story together.  
Giiwedinong, the new Treaty and 
Culture Museum, will open this upcom-
ing spring in downtown Park Rapids in 
the former Carnegie Library. 

In late October, we purchased the 
building and hosted ceremonies at the 
former library as our Native community 
organization, Akiing, took possession 
of the building. Land Back that’s called, 
or Library Back in this case. And then 
we hosted a Day of the Dead 
Celebration there, to honor the multi-
cultural community of the Deep North, 
and to share the beauty of ceremonies 
from the south. We are proud to be a 
part of making history.    

Here is the beginning of this story.  Long 
ago, Misaabe Wajiw was born, that’s a 
long ridge on the shore of Lake Superior, 
which is the body of a sleeping giant, the 
Missabe Iron Range. That’s also part of 
a Thunder Being, a giant ore deposit 
which was known by our ancestors as part 
of a sacred geography and land.   

 It’s said that our wealth is the source 
of poverty. In this case, large mineral 
deposits. That’s how it began, the theft 
of the land, and the dispossession of our 
people. The 1837, 1842, 1854 and l855 
treaties were about iron ore, copper and 
trees. At the turn of the century, Duluth 
held more millionaires than any other 
place in the world. This is the story of   
the Weyerhaeuser, Carnegie, JJ Hill, 
Pillsbury, Musser, Congden empires and 
more. They did not spin straw into gold, 
they were complicit in the theft of land, 
trees, and wealth. 

Take the story of Andrew Carnegie. 
The opening of the fabulously rich 
Mesabi Range in Minnesota in 1892 cre-
ated the opportunity for Carnegie to 
take control of North America’s richest 
iron deposits. Carnegie owned mineral 
rights. At the turn of the century, 
Northern Minnesota was the largest pro-
ducer of iron in the world. And he did 
well. In l901, at 66, he was the world’s 
richest man. He quit, he retired.  

Then Carnegie decided to become a 
philanthropist, a person who gives 
money to good causes. He, like a few of 
the wealthiest people in the world, 
believed in the “Gospel of Wealth,” 
which meant that wealthy people were 

morally obligated to give their money 
back to others in society. After all, you 
can’t take it with you. 

Carnegie supported education; he gave 
money to towns and cities to build 2507 
public libraries, mostly in small towns 
throughout the country.  And then 
Carnegie financed the beginning of the 
Hague, the World Court, and a number 
of educational institutions. Carnegie 
believed in education and knowledge. 
Those libraries brought worlds far away, 
imagination and a place of solitude to 
rural areas. The people appreciated the 
Carnegie Libraries as they were known, 
and many of us, including myself, spent 
many hours and days of our youth in a 
Carnegie library.   

The City of Park Rapids once had a 
Carnegie Library.  Then the city decided 
that the library should move to an old 
bank building, to insure handicapped 
access. And then the Carnegie Library 
became a home to private businesses.  
One of those businesses was the 
Canadian multinational pipeline com-
pany Enbridge. That company wanted 
to put in Line 3, the largest tar sands 
pipeline in the United States. 

In 2015, Enbridge purchased the for-
mer Carnegie Library in Park Rapids, 
deploying it as a headquarters for their 

Enbridge building to become museum/cultural center for Natives
BY WINONA LADUKE

expansion in the l855 Treaty Territory. 
This struck many of us the wrong way, 
considering the library was for enlight-
enment, not greed. So we responded by 
creating a presence in front of the 
offices. Beginning in January of 2021, 
when Enbridge was beginning to run 
over our lands,  we gathered. We would 

stand outside the offices with signs that 
said Water is Life, and other such con-
troversial phrases, and to keep warm we 
would dance and sing. Then we would 
go eat at the Mexican restaurant, 
Vallartas. We began to refer to this as 
Salsa Tuesdays. One day, we stood with 
some signs that said, Deport the 
Canadians, Keep the Mexicans. This 
became a gathering event for Water 
Protectors in 2021. And we became very 
good at the Macarena. And very grateful 
for the warm meals.  

Enbridge began selling off their prop-
erties after they commissioned Line 3. 
Leaving liabilities, broken aquifers, 
fracked rivers, and court systems clogged 
with Water Protectors. And we, beaten 
and  arrested, continued to dream. On 
October 27 of this year, Akiing an 
Anishinaabe Community organization, 
purchased the former Enbridge office, 
the Carnegie Library. We intend to turn 
this into Giiwedinong – a Museum and 
Cultural Learning Center of the North. 
Giiwedinong means “in the north. We 
had a good celebration for everyone, and 
now we are ready to work. Our first big 
public event was Dios de Lost Muertos; 
a Day of the Dead celebration with our 
Indigenous relatives from the south. 
Honoring those who had passed and 
celebrating this moment we call life, we 
had a hundred or more people show up, 
along with ponies and music by Corey 
Medina. We created a place for many 
cultures. More to come… 

That’s a story of land back and a her-
itage remembered. This is a living her-
itage, not something which happened 
long ago. This is the story we can make 
together, and it can be a healing story.     

 
For more information contact 

info@akiing.org. 

Top: Akiing, an Anishinaabe community organization, purchased the former Enbridge office, 
that was once a Carnegie Library. They plan to turn it into Giiwedinong – a Museum and 
Cultural Learning Center of the North. (Photos by Sarah LittleRedfeather.) 
 
Bottom: Giiwedinong, the new Treaty and Culture Museum, will open this upcoming spring 
in downtown Park Rapids in the former Enbridge office/Carnegie Library. 
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was housed in the middle of the 
Egyptian mummies and statues exhibit, 
which I thought was fascinating. I took 
a seat and waited for the show to begin.  

Dr. Child introduced the program and 
explained the inspiration for the exhibit. 
Since Dr. Child’s mother was a jingle 
dress dancer, she talked enthusiastically 
about the spread and popularity of the 
Jingle dresses throughout the twentieth 
century. The jingle dresses were used as 
protests for the Idle No More 
Movement and the Standing Rock 
protests. In the 1980s, the popularity of 
jingle dress dancing spread quickly 
throughout the US and Canada. In 
many contest powwows today the Jingle 
Dress has its own dance category. There 
were eight jingle dress dancers from 

northern Minnesota accompanied by 
the Silvercloud Singers.  

According to Dr. Child, the Jingle 
Dress originated during the 1918 
influenza pandemic from a Ojibwe girl 
who was sick and had a dream of a dress 
with metal cones in which the tinkling 
of the cones became a source of prayer 
and comfort. It is believed that the 
sound of the metal cones soothed and 
healed the soul. Native people often use 
songs, drums and dancing for healing 
as well as for the obvious aesthetic pur-
poses. 

There was a sit down discussion with 
Dr. Child and Norby, with musician 
Robbie Robertson (Six Nations 
Mohawk/Cayuga) joining virtually later 
in the discussion.  

T
he Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, better known as The Met 
in New York City, hosted a 

most welcome addition to its numerous 
exhibitions and displays in honor of 
Native Heritage Month. The Sound of 
Healing, Native American Art, Music 
and Dance during Pandemics, was 
brought together by Dr. Brenda Child 
(Red Lake Ojibwe) historian and author; 
and Patricia Marroquin Norby, 
(Purepecha, from Mexico). Norby has 
been the associate curator of Native 
American Art for the Met since 2018.  

A lively Jingle Dress dance exhibition 
and Native singing drummed through 
the audience in the Grace Rainey Rogers 
Auditorium at the Met on November 5 
 – a beautiful and historic accomplish-
ment. The Met is the largest museum 
in the United States and boasts over 
seven million visitors in one year.  

The Met is a massive, breathtaking 
place with huge stairs and fountains on 
each side. After asking people where to 
get a ticket and how much it cost, I 
finally found the kiosk and bought my 
ticket, using a senior discount – it pays 
to be old sometimes. I passed through 
the ticket taker and walked in the direc-
tion shown on my map. The auditorium 

ARTS 
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The Jingle Dress makes an appearance at the Metropolitan Museum
BY ZIBIQUAH

Top: Jingle dress dancers from northern 
Minnesota are accompanied by the 
Silvercloud Singers during the event at the 
Metropolitican Museum in NYC.  
 
Lower left: One of the jingle dresses on  
display at the Met. It was created by 
Shannon Gustafson (Whitesand First 
Nation). “Ontario, 2022, Cotton, velveteen, 
satin, metal sequins and metal jingles.  
 
Lower right: One of the jingle dresses on 
display at the Met. Created by Shannon 
Gustafson, using cloth, metal cones, and 
shell buttons.  
 
(All photos by Zibiquah.) 
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The talented musician Robbie 
Robertson joined the conversation and 
talked about his appreciation of the 
music, culture and Native storytelling. 
His mother was Mohawk and Cayuga, 
from the Six Nations Reserve. 
Robertson grew up listening to the eld-
ers tell stories, there was one elder who 
used a pole and pounded it on the 
ground for emphasis. Robertson was 
influenced greatly by this man and told 
his mom he was going to be a storyteller. 
True to his dream he became a great 
songwriter, musician and author and 
has worked with Bob Dylan, Martin 
Scorsese and the Staple Singers to name 
a few. Robertson produced and per-

formed in The Last Waltz, a film that 
has become a major classic among music 
films. 

After the show ended I made my way 
to the rest of the exhibit, which included 
two jingle dresses on display in the 
American wing. Once again, I had to 
ask people where it was since the Met 
is massive. I was surrounded by great 
Egyptian mummies, statues and art that 
made me stop and look at these mar-
velous pieces of art. I finally found the 
small room which housed the dresses 
and other Native clothing pieces from 
various tribes from a private collection.  

As I wandered through the collection, 
I wondered how much of the art in this 

fabulously huge place, The Met, was in 
fact stolen. According to John Oliver, 
who did a show on museums inspired 
by Kim Kardashian, in the past five 
years The Met has received nine search 
warrants and 37 pieces of art were 
seized. While I enjoy and believe that 
museums are a good way to teach his-
tory and cultural art, I do not condone 
the way in which many museums obtain 
some cultural art works. Overall, muse-
ums have gotten a bit more inclusive in 
their practices by hiring more people of 
color with cultural knowledge, but the 
museum practices of receiving stolen 
property needs to be addressed more 
aggressively. 

Programs like the Jingle Dress exhibit 
and dancers are moving museums in the 
right direction. I hope that there can be 
more programming and more Native 
curators hired in the future and not just 
for one month of the year. 

“Our dances and traditions have 
always been used as sources of strength 
and revitalization. . . I was told by a spir-
itual elder that spiritual power moves 
through the air. Art is as necessary as 
medicine in pandemic times,” said Dr. 
Child. 

This exhibit is so relevant and timely 
and definitely deserves to be at the Met. 

Yaz and Seela,
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asked Frank if he would play it for us. This 
was the last time he would play it and he 
held it and looked at it as he said, “I found 
this in a pawn shop quite a few years ago 
and I knew as soon as I saw it this was the 
guitar I’d been looking for. I had to put 
money down on it and it took me a long 
time to pay for it. This guitar and I have 
been through some good times and some 
bad times together.” 

He turned on the amplifier and I 
expected to hear the twangy sounds of the 
1950s. Poodle skirts and ducktail haircuts 
were in my mind, but what came out of 
the guitar was the blues.  

Not just any blues, but the heart wrench-
ing blues from a life that didn’t deliver what 
was expected. I could hear his anguish and 
the guitar moaning as he was saying good-
bye to an old friend who was moving on 
and leaving him behind. He finished play-
ing and the amplifier held his final note 
for a few seconds longer. 

His eyes were moist as he handed me the 
guitar.  He held it for a little longer than 
he needed to, then he let go of it. 

“Are you really sure you want to sell it, 
Frank?” I asked. 

“Yeah, I’m sure. I found this other guitar 
I like even better.” He pointed to another 
electric guitar on a stand. I recognized it 
as a copy of a Gibson Les Paul. Not a bad 
copy, but still a copy and a much cheaper 
guitar. 

I grew up poor and remember my uncle 
Punkin wheeling and dealing on every-
thing. A smart seller always sets the price 
higher than they will accept, but there was 
no dealing here. I counted out the money 
into Frank’s hand and he folded it and 
stuffed it into his pocket. 

I had been looking for this guitar for 
myself for almost 40 years and now it was 
mine. I turned around and handed it to 
Jacob and now it was his. He put it into 
the tattered case it came with. The case had 
been opened thousands of times and car-
ried in and out of bars for years and it 
showed every mile. One of the locks was 
broken, but the rest still held. 

We were all quiet as we walked back up 
the basement stairs and no one looked at 
us as we walked through the living room. 
As Frank was opening the broken screen 
door I had to turn a bit to let him by and 
I saw a four year old blonde girl with a dirty 
face and no shoes. She was standing in the 
bedroom doorway by the Christmas tree 
holding a ragged stuffed dog. When she 
saw me, she turned and disappeared into 
the bedroom and she was gone. 

I ordered some guitar cleaner and polish 
made just for nitrocellulose finishes. I was 
hoping we could get a little bit of the red 
color back and just accept the permanent 
wear and stains as history. Instead what 
happened is the cleaner dissolved the nico-
tine and sweat stains completely, and as I 
rubbed the cleaner and then the polish on 
the brilliance of the cherry red started to 
shine through and in about an hour the 

guitar looked like new. Jacob was holding 
the guitar as I was cleaning it and I could 
tell he held his breath a few times as the 
cleaner cut through some of the thickest 
grime. 

He’s been playing it ever since and I was 
reminded of a line Bono from U2 sang, 
“All I need is this red guitar, three cords 
and the truth.” 

And I thought about what the red guitar 
meant to everyone involved: 

Did the original owner play his heart out 
with the sounds of his broken dreams 
before he handed it to the pawnbroker? 

Frank found it and played it for years, 
but finally it was a means to make 
Christmas happen for a little girl. Even 
through the haunting blues he played when 
he last held the guitar, I didn’t understand 
where his love was until I saw her standing 
in the doorway. His time with the red gui-
tar had passed and he was using it to make 
someone else’s dreams reality. 

For the little blonde girl this would be 
the Christmas she would always remember, 
the Christmas where she learned Santa 
Claus really does listen to the prayers of a 
little girl who isn’t even aware of her own 
poverty. The Christmas where her grand-
father was the happiest. 

For me? I finally held in my hands the 
guitar I had dreamed of owning for 
decades and I finally did own it. Even if 
that ownership was for less than a minute, 
it was all the time I needed. 

And for Jacob? He now has one of the 
all time great guitars and I hope it will be 
the one he has forever. One day he will 
reach for this guitar on stage and he will 
remember me. And this will come through 
the amplifier: 

The music that flows through him, the 
broken dreams of whoever first pawned it, 
Frank’s deep connection and love for the 
guitar, but his deeper love for his grand-
daughter.  

A little girl’s best Christmas will come 
through and so will all of the things I’ve 
passed down to him without his direct 
knowledge. 

This is the gift of the Magi. 
This is the story of the red guitar.

O
ur son Jacob plays piano, but 
has recently started to play gui-
tar. 

Randy and I were best friends in high 
school. His older brother Mike played gui-
tar in several bands. Randy and I used to 
get into bars by carrying band equipment 
in before the shows and we would just stay 
for the rest of the night. Mike is still legend 
in my memory as a guitar player and we 
felt cooler than we actually were just by 
being associated with him. 

Mike’s guitar was a cherry red Gibson 
SG Standard. This is the same guitar played 
by Jimmy Page from Led Zeppelin, Angus 
Young from AC/DC, Eric Clapton, 
George Harrison from the Beatles, Pete 
Townshend from The Who and scores of 
other famous guitar players.  No doubt 
Jacob will have many guitars, but most gui-
tar players find a favorite or two that stay 
with them. I wanted a used guitar because 
it would have some history behind it, so I 
placed an ad: 

“High end electric guitar wanted. This 
will be a gift for my 13 year old son. I want 
him to have a guitar he will treasure forever. 
I need this to be in very good condition.” 

 I got a few answers with cheap guitars 
and guitars that were beat up, but one was 
an email stating, “I have a Gibson SG 

Standard that I would like to sell. It’s in 
good condition and it plays well.”  

I was hoping to get this as a Christmas 
gift, but I don’t play guitar and don’t know 
a good one from a bad one, so Jacob had 
to be in on the secret. 

It was a 140 mile drive to look at the gui-
tar. Next to the house was an old truck 
that clearly hadn’t been driven in years. 
The porch was sagging and the roof had 
shingles missing. I knocked on the door 
and Frank, the guitar owner, had to open 
the screen door from the inside as the 
hinges were broken. The carpeting was old 
green shag carpet from the fifties and the 
linoleum in the kitchen was worn through. 

He was 55 or so and looked worn and 
tired. It was two weeks before Christmas 
and there was a tree, but nothing under it. 
An older woman and a younger man sat 
on the worn sofa, but say nothing as we 
walked past them to the basement stairs. 

The guitar was on a stand next to an 
amplifier in the basement.  Frank played 
in bars when he could and was in a band 
that played 50’s rock and roll. The guitar 
was coated in greasy yellow nicotine 
stains and the red was faded where 
Frank’s right forearm rested on the gui-
tar. I could tell Jacob was skeptical, but 
underneath it all was the same guitar 
played by Randy’s brother Mike and all 
the other great guitar players. 

Jacob played it for awhile and then I 

BY ARNE VAINIO, MD

The Red Guitar
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us who we are. I could not write this story without 
the part of the world that she is in. My own personal 
experience of the natural world alive impacts me and 
others. We are not existing in a vacuum. 

 
DL: The books are set in the 1970s. What challenges 

are there to setting a story in the past? 
MR: I checked on the price of cigarettes and the cost 

of a beer. One question I had was, what was the cost 
of tires back then and what size would she need for 
her truck. A friend answered a few of the vehicle ques-
tions. Cash wears jeans and t-shirts and cowboy boots 
and shops at Penney’s. A bigger struggle than getting 
some 1970s facts accurate is just imagining what char-
acters will say. So many non-conversations happen 
with native people and those non-conversations are 
important. How do I convey that? 

 
DL: When did you decide to write professionally? 
MR: I have always written, starting with little stories, 

poems. I wrote my way through college. I knew I could 
write, but no one ever said you can grow up and be a 
writer. Instead, I heard you can grow up and be a social 
worker or a teacher or doctor or lawyer and go back 
and help your people. Early in college I was pre-law. I 
ended up doing counseling and therapy. Yet I was 
always writing. In the early 90s I decided to make a 
living as a writer and sent stuff out. 

When I was  young,  I read everything  I 
could get my hands on. In the seventh grade I read all 
of  Shakespeare  and whatever else I could  get 
through the bookmobile. Later my primary genre 
was crime novels. That is when I decided to write what 

I knew and was familiar with  after 
reading  [mystery/thriller writers]  Sue Grafton, 
Sara Paretsky, John Grisham, John Sanford, Lee 
Childs, Michael Connelly, Stephen King. 

 
DL: Do you wish you had starting writing earlier? 
MR: I wish someone had told me in my 20s that I 

could be a native crime writer. I was a single parent 
and would not exchange anything for those years. I 
wanted my children, did the best I could in raising 
them and starting to write full time in the 90s when 
they were teens. Women put off not just their writing 
but their lifelong dreams because of family expecta-
tions. Some may resent that, but I don’t resent any-
thing about my time with my children. The fact is, 
doing this now is great. 

 
DL: When do ideas come to you? 
MR: They are always dancing in my head. I’m a par-

ent and grandparent and life happens. I can’t devote 
hours to sitting in front of the computer and writing. 
I’m now at a writing retreat away from the Cities and 
no one can call me here and ask if I can give them a 
ride or say Grandma, do you have a white t-shirt I can 
wear? I try to do these retreats at least once a year. 
They’re one way to get a big chunk of work done. I’m 
writing the fourth book in the Cash series, and I have 
finished a standalone contemporary crime novel and 
am waiting to hear from the editor on rewrites. I have 
a children’s book, “Stitches of Tradition,” coming out 
in 2024 from Heartdrum publishing [a subsidiary of 
HarperCollins].  

W
hite Earth Ojibwe Reservation enrollee 
Marcie Rendon has written three books in 
the Cash Blackbear series and recently pub-

lished “Sinister Graves,” (Soho Crime, Oct. 2022). She 
is currently working on her fourth book. The award-win-
ning writer agreed to an interview on how she found her 
way to the writing profession, and how the Cash 
Blackbear character developed. 

 
DL: How easy was it to get a foothold in publishing? 
MR: “Murder on the Red River” (Cinco Puntos 

Press, 2017) was published after five or six years of 
submitting it to publishers and getting rejections. I 
finished writing it, and then started to write “Girl 
Gone Missing.” (Soho Crime publishing, 2022) The 
submission and rejection process was a long haul. 
When I started submitting, the primary American 
Indian writers were Louise Erdrich and Sherman 
Alexie. The attitude of publishers was, we 
have those native writers, and we don’t need any more! 
They had Tony Hillerman [a popular non-native “tribal 
mystery” writer] and romance novels. I wrote in a dif-
ferent genre that wasn’t hip at the time. Back then, 
and even today, so many main characters are half 
this or that and then white. 

I was going to quit or write fluff or native romance 
books until Debbie Reese [Pueblo, founder of 
American Indians in Children’s Literature] told me 
about Cinco Puntos Press. And they published it. 

 
DL: How did the character Cash Blackbear come about? 
MR: In the early 90s, I wrote a few crime novels. 

They were bad. Then I decided to write again about 
a young girl who went to Nashville. I started the book, 
and then Cash just appeared in my head. And I said, 
no, no, I have this other story to write but I could tell 
that with Cash, the character was working. She was 
already in the universe of my brain, a combination of 
every native woman who lived through that time in 
history. That time included the early years of AIM 
[American Indian Movement] and followed the board-
ing school era and foster care. After the first book 
came out, so many Native woman told me that I wrote 
their story. Cash was totally herself, with the strength 
and resilience that native women have personified in 
one package. That is Cash. 

 
DL: Do you have long-term goals for character devel-

opment? Where is Cash going with her life? 
MR: I don’t know. Writing stories is pretty much 

unplanned. I get an idea, sit down and write and it 
unfolds. Some things I know about her because I 
already decided on them, like she will not get married. 
That would kill the story line. As for the rest of it, I 
don’t know. A professor at St. Kate’s uses “Murder 
on the Red River” in her class and has written about 
Cash’s PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder). That 
was never on my radar screen as I wrote. Then I 
thought, oh yeah, with Cash’s foster care backstory, 
she never had space to develop an ego. For her, it was 
just day-to-day survival. Now as an adult on her own, 
Cash uses that to her advantage. 

 
DL: What role does geography play in your plots? 
MR: I was not consciously thinking of the Red River 

Valley as a character while writing, but after the fact 
and  after hearing from others, I thought, “of 
course”. Every environment we live in is part of us. 
The earth is real, it impacts and changes us and makes 

BY DEBORAH LOCKE
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Cash Blackbear Series author Marcie Rendon on the art of writing
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 “Scam” continued from cover

Scams take many forms, Wei told 
Minnesota tribal leaders.  

Of Minnesota’s known cases, imposter 
scams and identity theft account for 
three-fourths of our scams. Online shop-
ping and negative review scams, prob-
lems with banks and lenders, and 
problems with credit bureaus, informa-
tion furnishers and their report users 
are other major categories.  

Other reoccurring scams involved sup-
posed prizes, sweepstakes and lotteries; 
auto related problems, health care, debt 
collection and supposed internet serv-
ices.  

Wei said she would like to work an 
informal partnership with Native tribal 
groups and organizations in Minnesota 
that could be helpful in information 
sharing.  

“This could involve webinars, training 
on particular topics, participating in 
community events, or sharing of 
resources,” she told The Circle. “We also 
want to listen to the communities and 
hear about the issues they are facing,” 
as was the case with the Navajo.              

The FTC officials stress that anyone 
seeking money from you and wanting 
payment made in gift cards, credit cards 
or money transfers is almost always a 
scammer. Scammers will also insist there 
is an emergency requirement that you 
do it now.  

“If you realize you’ve been scammed 

and you paid by check, wire transfer, or 
credit card, contact your bank or credit 
card company right away and try to stop 
the transaction,” said FTC attorney 
Matthew Schiltz.  

Then, he said, report what happened 
to the FTC on their website at: 
www.reportfraud.ftc.gov.  

Schiltz said someone who files a fraud 
report with the FTC will then receive 
guidance about the particular type of 
scam that they reported, and there is 
helpful general information about avoid-
ing scams and recovering from fraud on 
the site.  

Report it to the FTC “reportfraud” 
website even if you didn’t get to the 
point of making a payment but think 
you might have run across a scam or an 
unfair business practice, he said.  

Schiltz also reminds Minnesotans they 
can also file consumer complaints and 
request assistance from the Office of 
the Minnesota Attorney General on 
their website at: www.ag.state.mn.us/ 
Office/Complaint.asp.  

The Attorney General’s Office notes 
on the site that these reports help it and 
law enforcement agencies identify poten-
tial violations of Minnesota law, identify 
new problems in the marketplace, build 
lawsuits against companies (and indi-
viduals) who violate state laws, and edu-
cate the public about emerging scams.  

“If you have experienced a consumer 

problem that doesn’t seem right, we 
would like to hear about it. Even if we 
have already started a lawsuit, informa-
tion from consumers may provide 
important evidence for our case,” the 
site explains.  

Elders are particular targets of scam-
mers. Long held landline telephone 
numbers create a profile for many while 
younger people are more inclined to use 
cell phones. This is definitely the case 
in many Native communities.  

Wei said FTC has a special site 
(www.ftc.gov/PassItOn) to help get help-
ful information to senior citizens. It has 
information on identity theft, unwanted 
calls, health care scams, the so-called 
“money mule” scams seeking help in 
transporting money, “You’ve won” 
scams, home repair scams and charity 
fraud.  

A large part of scams directed at 
Native elders is the same as the largest 
category of scams for all Minnesotans 
– imposter scams.  

These include various tech support 
scams, IRS imposter scams, online dat-
ing scams, and grandkid scams.  

The FTC has an additional site with 
extensive information for consumers at: 
https://consumer.gov.  

One of its information categories is 
called Scams and Identity Theft. It has 
more information on imposter scams, 
avoiding identity theft, recovering from 

identity theft, scams against immigrants 
and job scams.  

It clearly explains imposter scammers 
who either pretend to be someone you 
know, or to be representing a company 
or government agency that may seem 
credible. Among individuals, the 
imposter could pretend to be a family 
member, a friend, or a person you feel 
like you know but have not met in per-
son, the FTC said.  

Further, imposters may pretend to be 
working for the government such as the 
Internal Revenue Service. Imposters 
working overtime in Minnesota at year’s 
end pretend to be from a company you 
trust, such as claiming to be from “your 
local utility company” without naming 
it, and healthcare pitches that sometimes 
pretend to be from Medicare.  

Other such imposter schemes come 
from a company that can fix an often-
times hacked computer system, a com-
pany that is supposedly giving out prizes, 
and scammers pretending to be a charity 
seeking donations.  

A report on the Native American media 
briefing and details on the auto fraud at 
the Navajo Nation can be found at 
https://ethnicmediaservices.org/scams/f
tc-battles-highway-robbery-in-indian-
country.  
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 “Native gifts” continued from cover

This is an example of how tribal muse-
ums and trading posts at Minnesota’s 
11 reservations offer helpful and appro-
priate marketing opportunities for cre-
ative Native people.   

• Up in Duluth, Indigenous First Arts 
and Gifts provides market access for 80 
area Native artists, along with gift items 
ranging from books, beadwork and jew-
elry, ceramics, clothing and Indigenous 
foods. Indigenous First, housed at 202 
W. 2nd St. in Duluth, is a social enter-
prise operated by the American Indian 
Community Housing Organization. 
(https://www.indigenousfirst.org.)    

• The Gizhiigin Arts Incubator at 
Mahnomen represents from 20 to 30 
artists on the White Earth Reservation 
and helps by providing space, resources 
and technical assistance to further the 
artists’ entrepreneurial development. 
(https://www.gizhiigin.org.)  

• Also in the Northern market areas, 
the Water Mark Art Center in Bemidji  
has four galleries and a gift shop for 20 
local artists. (https://www.watermarkart-
center.org.) 

• Some artists transcend label and 
combine a variety of arts. One such 
example is artist and book illustrator 
Johnathon Thunder. (https://birchbark-
nativearts.com/jonathan-thunder.) 

 
Books  

A lot of shops and bookstores carry 
books by Minnesota Native authors. In 

sheer volume, Native Minnesotans have 
proven over the years that they can write, 
and they do become culture bearers for 
their respective – and their collective – 
communities.  

Covering a swath of literature from 
children to adult books are Minnesota 
Native authors including Anton Treuer, 
Brenda Childs, Sam Zimmerman, 
Thomas Peacock, Elizabeth Albert-
Peacock (with Anna Granholm), Marcie 
Rendon and Louise Erdrich.  

• Standing notes Thomas and 
Elizabeth Peacock, entrepreneur sand 
authors. They own Black Bears and 
Blueberries Publishing at Fond du Lac. 
They offer a full line of children’s books 
that you can order online. He is a mem-
ber of the Fond du Lac Band Ojibwe; 
she a member of the Red Cliff Ojibwe, 
and is a former member of the 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
Education Department. (https://black-
bearsandblueberries.com.)   

• Probably the best known Native 
owned bookstore in Minnesota, how-
ever, is Birchbark Books at 2115 W. 21st 
St., Minneapolis. It is owned and oper-
ated by celebrated author Louise 
Erdrich (Turtle Mountain Ojibwe). You 
can get her award winning books there 
along with books and gift items from 
other Native writers and artists. 
(https://birchbarkbooks.com.)  

 
 

Food  
• There are food entrepreneurs scat-

tered throughout Minnesota and their 
fare stretches well beyond wild rice, 
bison meat and coffee shops. Among 
the more widely known enterprises are 
Red Lake Nation Foods, a tribally 
owned company at Redby. (https://red-
lakenationfoods. com.)   

• Twin Cities foodies would recom-
mend Native-owned and operated Pow 
Wow Grounds Coffee Shop, 1414 E. 
Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, in front of 
All My Relations Art Gallery.  

• They also praise Owamni (420 1st 
St. S, Minneapolis) owned and operated 
by national award winning Sioux Chef 
Sean Sherman and Dana Thompson. 
(https://www.owmani.com).  

• But there is an upstart food com-
pany Standing thinks you might want 
to discover even if you aren’t in 
Northeast Minnesota. It is Baby Cakes 
Wild Rice Bakery, located in Fond du 
Lac, operated by teenager Delilah Savage 
and her mother Leah Savage. They are 
accessible through Facebook. A fun fea-
ture story on this daughter-mother 
owned company was published in the 
Duluth News Tribune (https://www. 
duluthnewstribune.com/lifestyle/things-
we-like-baby-cakes-wild-rice-cupcakes.)  

 
Person Care and Products  

Other popular holiday season gifts can 
be personal care products and gifted 

trips to salons, spas and other health 
related venues. These outlets are found 
throughout Minnesota as well and can 
be as diverse as Minnesota’s Indigenous 
communities.  

Standing pointed out these diverse 
enterprises as examples:  

• Indigenous Lotus in St. Paul has var-
ious health and identify workshops, yoga 
classes and Native designed clothing. It is 
owned and operated by Victoria Marie, 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate. (https://www. 
indigenouslotus.com.)   

• MN Skin Care Therapy LLC., offers 
professional beauty, cosmetic and per-
sonal care in Golden Valley that can be 
purchased as a gift certificate. It is 
owned by Meegwun DesJarlait (Red 
Lake Ojibwe). (https://www.skinthera-
pyllc.com.)  

• And, if you want a smile after read-
ing this tribute to gift providers, con-
sider checking out Megan Schnitker, 
owner and founder of Lakota Made 
LLC in Mankato. A Lakota herself from 
Rosebud and Pine Ridge parentage, she 
carries a full line of herbal remedies and 
eco-friendly personal care products. The 
makeup line is called War Paint. Those 
products and a newer all natural 
women’s makeup line can be purchased 
online or at her storefront, 606 N. 
Riverfront Dr., Mankato.   
(https://www.lakotamade.com.)  
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Indigenous athletes helped earn 2022 MN Class AA Soccer 3rd Place Championship

PROF I L ES :  NAT IVE AMER ICANS IN SPORTS  – BY DAN NINHAM

T
he cooperative soccer program 
of the CEC HS Lumberjacks, 
2022 Minnesota Section 7AA 

Champions, consists of high school 
teams from Cloquet, Esko and Carlton. 
The team began the season with a 9-0 
victory versus Proctor on August 25 fol-
lowed by two 1-0 losses to Columbia 
Heights and Mounds View a few days 
later. Then followed an undefeated 
September and October with a 15 game 
winning streak.  

The CEC Lumberjacks defeated St. 
Cloud Tech 3-1 in the 2022 Class AA 

state tournament quarterfinals at the 
US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis 
before losing the next round to eventual 
state champion DeLaSalle 4-0. The 
Lumberjacks defeated Richfield 3-0 for 
third place and ended 18-3 for the sea-
son. 

There were four indigenous athletes 
on the CEC Lumberjacks this past sea-
son. They included Fond du Lac Ojibwe 
descendants and brothers Mason 
Sundquist, junior, and Max Sundquist, 
sophomore, Sander Tibbetts, junior, and 
sophomore Rizal Agaton Howes, Fond 

du Lac Ojibwe and Muskogee. 
John Sundquist, 11-year varsity soccer 

head coach and head coach of the CEC 
HS team and staff have developed the 
team to be state level.  

“You can't quantify the value our 
indigenous players brought to the team 
this year,” said Coach John Sundquist. 
“Whether it was the role players know-
ing their value and coming onto the field 
in crucial times of the game to seal the 
win or to make something positive hap-
pen, to the players playing the entire 
game and being a staple on the field.” 

“It was a special group and special 
team to be a part of. The work ethic on 
and off the field was even more impres-
sive,” added Coach Sundquist.  

Coach Sundquist’s sons Mason and 
Max were a significant part of the team 
this past season.  

“Sports have always been one of the 
highlights of my life,” said Mason 
Sundquist. “They've taught me routine, 
discipline, and how to improve in gen-
eral.” 

“Whether it be a good practice or win-
ning the section championship, it's been 
an incredible experience so far and I'm 
excited for what our team and the pro-
gram as a whole can do in the future,” 
added Mason. 

“I think of how I get to represent a 
part of myself and a part of my culture 
by getting the most out of the opportu-
nities I've been given through hard 
work,” said Mason.  

“I’ve been very successful in my ath-
letics,” said Max Sundquist. “I’ve been 
on varsity for every sport as a freshman. 
I’ve gone to state twice for soccer.” 

“I have been playing soccer since I was 
in kindergarten,” said Sander Tibbetts. 
“One of the most memorable moments 
of my soccer career was playing in the 

USA Cup, where we met a team from 
Sweden, and saw different teams from 
all around the world. It was an amazing 
experience.” 

“I am proud to be indigenous, and I 
want to make my family proud. 
Something I do is work hard every day 
so I can perform my very best on the 
field,” added Tibbetts. 

“My athletic experience has always 
been soccer-focused, although recently 
I started playing indigenous lacrosse,” 
said Rizel Agaton Howes. “I started play-
ing soccer when I was four years old, 
and I’ve played ever since. I’ve always 
loved the sport, regardless of the level 
of competition or difficulty.” 

“One part of my soccer experience that 
really bolstered my passion a lot was 
watching the World Cup in 2018,” said 
Agaton Howes. “Watching the best of 
the best battle for the biggest soccer tro-
phy on earth was truly inspirational to 
me.” 

“My indigenous values play a key role 
for me not only in soccer, but my life,” 
said Agaton Howes. “The most impor-
tant value in my soccer career is one of 
respect. I have the responsibility to 
respect others. Courage is a very impor-
tant value to me as well.” 

“Soccer is a physical game, but much 
of it is a battle of wits. I have to chal-
lenge myself sometimes to take an extra 
risk, to give a little more effort. In the 
game, a little bit of bravery can make a 
massive impact,” added Agaton Howes. 

The indigenous athletes have met their 
challenges on the way to the 2022 
Minnesota Class AA State Tournament 
and can hang their heads high as the 
third place champions. There are only 
two teams that end their seasons with a 
win and they are striving to be champi-
ons next season. 

2022 Minnesota Section 7AA soccer champions CEC HS included indigenous athletes from 
left, Sander Tibbetts, Rizal Agaton Howes, Max Sundquist, and Mason Sundquist. (Photo 
courtesy of Bonnie Besvold.)
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It could’ve been worse 
The Nov. 8 midterm elections did not 

deliver the mighty “red wave” that 
Republicans predicted – more like a pink-
ish puddle. In other words, we avoided full-
blown fascism in the U.S. For now. 

Pundits have noted that the Orange 
Palooka doomed GOP electoral fortunes 
by endorsing a slew of extremist, MAGA 
candidates. While the electorate is remark-
ably divided, voters rejected a number of 
candidates whose sole qualification was 
fealty to the previous occupant of the Oval 
Office. Most of the election-deniers – those 
who parroted Trump’s bogus claim that 
the 2020 presidential election was “rigged 
and stolen” – lost their races. 

Democrats held their majority in the 
Senate, while Republicans will hold a nar-
row majority in the House when it recon-
venes in 2023. However, the GOP is riven 
by contending factions; notably, the so-
called Freedom Caucus in the House, pop-
ulated by demented right-wingers like Matt 
Gaetz, Marjorie Taylor Greene, Lauren 
Boebert and Paul Gosar, will create prob-
lems for their more pragmatic (slightly less 
demented) GOP colleagues, including Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy, who aspires to the 
speaker post. 

And Indian Country had some out-

comes to celebrate. In Alaska, Democrat 
Mary Peltola defeated Sarah Palin, former 
governor and the 2008 GOP vice-presi-
dential candidate, and will become the first 
Native person to represent Alaska in 
Congress. Peltola “assembled a coalition 
of Democrats, centrists and Alaska Natives 
behind her ‘pro-family, pro-fish’ platform,” 
according to the New York Times. 

And Sharice Davids, an enrolled member 
of the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin, 
won reelection to the U.S. House from 
Kansas – the only Democrat in the state’s 
congressional delegation. Davids was one 
of the first Native women elected to 
Congress, in 2018, along with Deb 
Haaland, who is now Pres. Biden’s secre-
tary of the Interior. Davids also is the first 
openly LGBT Native elected to Congress. 

Finally, as far the 2022 vote, I suggested 
in my October column that readers of 
“Political Matters” vote for the DFL incum-
bents in Minnesota constitutional offices. 
I mentioned that the Minnesota GOP 
“nominated a remarkable assortment of 
right-wing cranks” for these statewide 
offices, including Dr. Scott Jensen, an anti-
vaxxer, for governor, and Kim “Election-
Denier in Chief” Crockett for secretary of 
state. And the DFLers all prevailed, 
although Attorney General Keith Ellison 

won an extremely close race against Jim 
Schultz, a hedge fund lawyer who ran a 
despicable campaign. State Auditor Julie 
Blaha won by an even narrower margin. 

When the dust cleared in Minnesota, the 
DFL won back control of the Senate and 
retained their House majority. Among 
other agenda items, Minnesota likely will 
see a recreational cannabis bill signed into 
law. This year, THC-infused edibles were 
legalized; the bill passed while Republican 
lawmakers, who oppose such things, were 
asleep at the switch.  

 
Climate crisis is now 

In my column last month, I wrote about 
the dilemma posed by mining for “clean 
energy” minerals to remediate global warm-
ing. Talon Metals, which has partnered 
with global mining ravager Rio Tinto, is 
advancing a scheme to mine for nickel in 
Aitkin and Carlton counties. While alter-
native technologies might avoid the envi-
ronmental destruction that often comes 
with mining, we should be aware that the 
climate crisis is not something looming in 
the future. It’s happening now. 

I recently read a story by Emily Witt in 
The New Yorker (Nov. 28, 2022) about the 
threat to isolated Native communities in 
Alaska that are threatened by rising sea 

water and storms. She visited Kivalina, a 
tiny barrier island 83 miles north of the 
Arctic Circle on Alaska’s northwest coast. 
The Inupiat village is home to some 450 
people and climate scientists warn that the 
island will be fully under water by 2025. 

Witt writes that on a visit to the state in 
2015, Pres. Barack Obama “flew over 
Kivalina and posted a photograph of the 
island on social media from the air. ‘There 
aren’t many other places in America that 
have to deal with questions of relocation 
right now,’ Obama wrote, ‘but there will 
be.’ He described what was happening in 
the village as ‘America’s wake-up call.’” 

On Nov. 30, the New York Times reported 
that the Biden administration will give 
three Native tribes $75 million to move 
away from coastal areas or rivers, “one of 
the nation’s largest efforts to date to relocate 
communities that are facing an urgent 
threat from climate change.” 

According to the Times, the three com-
munities – two in Alaska, and one in 
Washington State – will each get $25 mil-
lion “to move their key buildings onto 
higher ground and away from rising 
waters…. The federal government will give 
eight more tribes $5 million each to plan 
for relocation.” 

There was no mention of Kivalina.

POLITICAL MATTERS: Native Issues in the Halls  
of Government  –   by Mordecai Specktor

editor@ajwnews.com 
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Thru Dec 15 
Rosy Simas Danse 

Rosy Simas Danse’s “she who lives 
on the road to war”, is an immersive 
installation and performance on 
global loss, grief and community 
healing. Rosy Simas, 
Haudenosaunee (Seneca, Heron 
Clan), is a choreographer and 
film/visual artist based in 
Minneapolis. Closing Reception: Dec 
15 from 6 – 8pm. For info, see: 
https://allmyrelationsarts.com/rosy-
simas-danse-she-who-lives-on-the-
road-to-waroctober-6th-2022. 

Thru Dec 24 
George Morrison, Traversal 

Borrowing its title from a 1958 
painting, the exhibition traverses 
George Morrison’s works across 
time, style, and media. Inclusive of 

varying sizes of painting, drawing, 
prints and sculpture, Traversal spans 
Morrison’s first years in New York 
with the Art Students League and 
emergent Abstract Expressionists to 
his Minnesota homecoming and 
horizons of Lake Superior and 
beyond. Bockley Gallery, 2123 
w 21st St, Mpls. For info, 
see: https://bockleygallery.com. 

Ongoing in Dec 
Dakota Sacred Hoop Walk 

Twin Cities Digital Artist Marlena 
Myles, a member of the Spirit Lake 
Dakota Tribe, has created an aug-
mented reality art exhibition at the 
Arboretum, which will begin in the 
Harrison Sculpture Garden. Visitors 
will use their cell phones to down-
load the Revelo AR app from Pixel 
Farm Creative Studio to view digital 

images and audio at stops along the 
walk to learn about Dakota culture.  
9am - 5pm. This ongoing exhibit is 
included with Arboretum member-
ship or daily admission of $15 for 
ages 16 and older (free for ages 15 
and younger). Indigenous peoples 
will receive waived general daily 
admission to the Arboretum when 
making a reservation by calling 612-
301-6775. For info, see: https:// 
arb.umn.edu/sacredhoopwalk. 

Thru Jan 8 
Narwhal: Revealing  
an Arctic Legend 

The narwhal, with its unique spiral 
tusk, has inspired legend in Inuit 
society and fascinated people across 
cultures for centuries. Narwhal: 
Revealing an Arctic Legend dives 
deep into the narwhal’s Arctic world 

to explore what makes this mysteri-
ous animal and its changing ecosys-
tem so important. Activities & 
Special Programming: Test your 
knowledge and learn more about 
teeth, tusks, and how animals use 
them at a new hands-on gallery 
cart, Tooth vs Tusk; and Take a clos-
er look at the narwhal’s Arctic 
neighbors with special specimens, 
such as a walrus skull, polar bear 
skull, and bowhead whale baleen, 
on display in the Touch & See Lab. 
The exhibit showcases the way Inuit 
communities and Smithsonian 
researchers have come together to 
help us better understand both nar-
whals and the changing Artctic 
impacted by climate change. (The 
Bell Museum waves general muse-
um and planetarium show admis-
sion for all Indigenous peoples.) For 
more info see: https://www.bellmu-
seum.umn.edu/narwhal-revealing-
an-arctic-legend. Film Screening and 
Discussion:  
• Dec 14 – Amazing Creatures in 
D/Lakota Perspective, from 7 to 
7pm.  

Ongoing: Mondays 
Men’s Support and Smudge 

Men’s Support and Smudge: Join 
American Indian Family Center’s 
Father & Men’s Outreach Specialist, 
Rich Antell, for a virtual men’s 
group Mondays from 6pm – 8pm. 
Don’t miss this chance to gather 
with other American Indian men to 
explore your identity, participate in 
culture, and support each other. 
Register: https://bit.ly/MenSmudge. 
American Indian Family Center, 579 
Wells St, St Paul. For info, contact: 
info@aifcmn.org.  

Circle of Strength 

This group is open to young people 
of all genders, ages 13-20 who have 
been impacted by sexual assault, 
exploitation or trafficking. Every 
Monday from 2 - 3pm. In the 
Healing Journey Room at MIWRC, 
2300 15th Ave S, Mpls. Use the 
drop-in center entrance on the east 
side of the building. For info, con-
tact An Rouch at arouch@miwrc.org 
or 612-728-2020. 

Ongoing: Mon-Thurs 
MIGIZI’s CLAW for youth 

Inviting all 8th-12th grade students 
to join us at our temporary location 

every Monday - Thursday from 4pm 
to 6pm for MIGIZI's CLAW After 
School Program. The CLAW 
(Culture, Leadership, Academics, 
Well-being) program integrates cul-
tural practices with academic studies 
to provide Native youth with a relat-
able and engaging time of learning. 
We provide a safe space where stu-
dents can enjoy a meal, focus on 
culture, learn about educational and 
career opportunities, and get their 
homework/projects done! Our fall 
program will feature moccasin mak-
ing, Tutoring Tuesdays, field trips to 
Severs Corn Maze and the UMN, 
financial wellness and more. All 
after school activities are free. 
MIGIZI, 2610 E 32nd St, #200, 
Mpls. Register at https://form.jot-
form.com/203485829759069. For 
info, see: https://www.migizi.org.  

Ongoing: Tuesdays 
Khunsi Onikan Well-Anon 
(Native American Al-Anon)  

The AIFC’s Khunsi Onikan Program 
will be held on Tuesdays at 7pm for 
a Native American culturally-based, 
one-hour meeting to help build 
healthier boundaries and relation-
ships with your loved ones suffering 
from addiction. American Indian 
Family Center, 579 Wells St, St Paul. 
For info, contact: info@aifcmn.org. 

Ongoing: Wednesdays 
Sexual Assault Survivor  
Group for Native Women 

Sexual Assault Survivor 
Empowerment Group for Native 
Women, at MIWRC. Use the drop-in 
center entrance on the east side of 
the building. A support group for 
Native women, where we will dis-
cuss weekly topics and engage in 
teaching culturally specific crafts. 
Every Wednesday from 1:30pm- 
4pm. In the upstairs Conference 
Room at MIWRC,  2300 15th Ave S, 
Minneapolis. For info, contact 
Angela Barnes at abarnes@ 
miwrc.org or 612-472-2445.  

Imnizaska Family Drum 

Join us every Wednesday between 
6–8pm to sing and drum. All singers 
and families interested in learning 
and sharing are welcome. This drum 
event has been created to bring 
families together to learn and share 
around the drum. All singers and 
families are welcome. We will share 

a meal and practice learning songs. 
Location may vary, call 651-560-
9700 for exact location. Elders 
Lodge/ Indigenous Roots, 788 E. 
7th St, St Paul.  

Ongoing: Thursdays 
Wellbriety/Medicine  
Wheel 12 Steps Meeting 

Khunsi Onikan Wellbriety/Medicine 
Wheel 12-step virtual meetings are 
every Thursday at 7pm. These meet-
ings are designed to help you find 
safe, confidential healing, and sup-
port in your recovery journey and 
are open to anyone wanting to 
work on recovery from any addic-
tions. Sponsored by the AIFC Khunsi 
Onikan program. American Indian 
Family Center, 579 Wells St, St Paul. 
For info, contact: info@aifcmn.org. 

Dec 3, 10, 17 
Create your own  
Winter Gift Box  

Mnisota Native Artists Alliance’s 
Create Your Own Winter Gift Box. 
Choose from several specially curat-
ed items from Native artists to cre-
ate your own beautiful Winter Gift 
Box (Your gift box can range from 
$50 - $100). Noon – 4pm. Northrup 
King Building, Studio 456, 1500 
Jackson St NE, Mpls. For info, con-
tact: Pamela at 218-850-8364 or 
Graci at 505-463-9732. 

Dec 5, Jan 9  
Public Speaking for Native 
Professionals class 

Presented by New Native Theatre. 
Calling all Native professionals who 
find their career paths lead them to 
public speaking on behalf of their 
organizations, communities, and for 
professional duties. Learn some 
basics to improve your presentation 
as a speaker, voice quality, and deliv-
ery of information to give more 
engaging speeches and to feel more 
confident in your role as a 
spokesperson. We’ll also walk 
through protocols of introducing 
yourself in your Native languages. 
6pm-8pm, Division of Indian Work, 
1001 E Lake St, Mpls. For info, con-
tact: noreen@newnativetheatre.org. 
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Dec 8 thru Feb 18  
Gaa-miinigowiziyang  
“What We were Given” 

The exhibit Gaa-miinigowiziyang 
“What We were Given”, created by 
the artists and allies of the Bemidji-
based grass roots organization 
Manidoo Ogitigaan (Spirit Garden), 
opens Dec 8 in Watermark Art 
Center's Miikanan Gallery. The 
exhibit features the work of commu-
nity members from various back-
grounds who have participated in 
their artist collective activities. 
Artists gather and process materials 
in a manner akin to the original 
inhabitants of the land with the 
mindset of protecting the land and 
its resources. The exhibit runs 
through Feb 18. Watermark galleries 
are free and open to the public. 
Watermark Art Center, 505 Bemidji 
Ave N., Bemidji. For info, see: 
WatermarkArtCenter.org. 

Dec 8 - 10 
Waniyetu Art Market 

The annual Waniyetu Art Market 
returns to Ho okata Ti on December 
8-10. The three-day event is open to 
the public and features artisans and 
vendors offering Native American 
handcrafted items that are perfect 
for the holiday gift-giving season. 
The market will take place from 
10am-6pm daily. Here’s just a sam-
pling of items that attendees will 
find at the market: Beadwork, art-
work, body care products, clothes, 
jewelry, pottery, home decor, wood-
working designs, star quilts and 
more. Attendees can also check out 
the public exhibit, Mdewakanton: 
Dwellers of the Spirit Lake, for just 
$8. For info, see: https://visit-
shakopee.org/events/waniyetu-art-
market. 

 

Dec 8 
Education for All in the Age of 
Racial Reckoning (Virtual) 

Racially predictable disparities persist 
in our schools across the country in 
spite of decades of concerted effort 
to combat them. If greater effort 
hasn't yielded the result we all want 
to see, maybe it's time for a differ-
ent approach. Join celebrated racial 
equity educator and Indigenous 
scholar Anton Treuer (Ojibwe) for a 
deep dive into new tools for your 
classroom, school, and system. The 
tenor of racial reckoning is full of 
hope, though rarely comfortable. 
Let's lean in together to examine 
how we all do better when we all 
do better and make that mission a 
reality. Hosted by the Minnesota 
Alliance for Volunteer Advancement. 
2:30 - 3:30pm. For info, see: 
https://antontreuer.com. 

Dec 9 - 10 
FDLTCC Holiday Celebration 

The annual Holiday Celebration 
sponsored by the Human Services 
Club at Fond du Lac Tribal and 
Community College returns. On Dec 
9 the event takes place from 5:30 – 
7:30pm in the FDLTCC commons. 
The event will include food, games, 
drawings for great prizes and much 
more. Plus, every child in atten-
dance will receive a fun gift from 
Santa! On Dec 10th, from 10am to 
7pm discover great gifts for family 
and friends at the Arts and Crafts 
Holiday Market where more than a 
dozen artists, bakers, and craft mak-
ers will be sharing beautiful bead-
work, healing soaps and creams, 
Native American artwork, and much 
more. All events are free and open 
to the public. For more info, visit 
https://link.fdltcc.edu/HolidayMarket 
or contact Roxanne DeLille at  
roxanned@fdltcc.edu. 

Dec 10 
Acting & Spoken Word class 

Spoken word poetry has long been 
a popular and effective form of 
expression for Native voices, and 
here at New Native Theatre, we 
want to uplift those voices. Join 
guest artist Ramón Esquivel, a play-
wright and theatre educator, as he 
leads a one-day workshop on spo-
ken word and how you can utilize 
acting techniques to perform it. All 
ages welcome. Division of Indian 
Work, 1001 E Lake St, Mpls. For 
info, contact: noreen@newnativethe-
atre.org. 

Dec 10, Feb 25, Apr 22 
Upper Mississippi  
Academy Open House 

Your student will thrive here. Find 
out how by visiting us during an 
Open House. A public charter school 
located in St. Paul, Upper Mississippi 
Academy is a collaborative commu-
nity engaging lifelong learners in 
active, authentic experiences. If 
you’re looking for a vibrant, pioneer-
ing, experience-based charter school 
with a growing student body, UMA 
could be for you. UMA will be host-
ing open houses for prospective stu-
dents, their families and the commu-
nity on December 10th, February 
25th, April 22nd and June 3rd. 9am 
- 3pm. For info contact: recruit-
ment@umissacademy.org. 

Dec 11 
Vision 2023 

Go into 2023 with intention. Join 
Jefas and Homegirls for a powerful 
vision board creative experience. We 
will be putting our goals, and mani-
festation for this coming year on 
paper, in a community setting. All 
supplies will be provided, but feel 
free to bring anything special that 

you want to include on your vision-
board. $25. 1 to 4pm. Indigenous 
Roots Cultural Arts Center, 788 E 
7th St, St Paul. For info, see: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/visio
n-2023-tickets-473083745217. 

Dec 13 
Joshua Whitehead: Making 
Love with the Land 

Canadian author Joshua Whitehead 
will present his newest work of non-
fiction Making Love with the Land: 
Essays at a virtual event with 
Birchbark Books in Minneapolis. 
Joshua Whitehead is an Oji-nêhiyaw, 
Two-Spirit member of Peguis First 
Nation. Whitehead's previous books 
include Jonny Appleseed, Full-Metal 
Indigiqueer, and Love After the End: 
An Anthology of Two-Spirit and 
Indigiqueer Speculative Fiction. He is 
assistant professor in the English 
and International Indigenous Studies 
departments at the University of 
Calgary. 7pm. This event will take 
place on Zoom. Registration is 
required. To register: https://birch-
barkbooks.com/pages/events 

Dec 14 
Amazing Creatures in 
D/Lakota Perspective 

With its striking tusk, the narwhal is 
one of the Arctic’s amazing crea-
tures. What about amazing crea-
tures closer to home? Like other 
Indigenous peoples, the Dakota and 
Lakota have stories about amazing 
creatures that recount everything 
from how they came into creation 
to why they are important in every-
day life. Join Ca te Máza (Neil 
McKay) and Rocky Makes Room For 
Them to learn about amazing crea-
tures such as the horse and bison, 
and their importance in D/Lakota 
language and culture. Ca te Máza 
(Neil McKay) is a senior Dakota lan-

guage specialist in American Indian 
Studies at the University of 
Minnesota. He is a member of the 
Spirit Lake Nation of Dakota people. 
Rocky Makes Room For Them is 
coordinator of the Medicine Wheel 
Mental Health Program at the 
Center School in Minneapolis. He is 
a member of the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe. 7pm – 8:30pm. 
Recommended for adults & children 
ages 8 and over. Register through 
Eventbrite to receive a secure Zoom 
Webinar link. For info, see: 
https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/
event/amazing-creatures-in-d-lakota-
perspective. 

Dec 16 & 17 
Celebrate the Holidays, 
Support Area Artists 

Watermark Art Center is joining the 
Anishinaabe Artisan Market and 
Headwaters School of Music and 
the Arts for a special weekend of 
holiday festivities.  
• Anishinaabe Artisan Market 
Holiday Sale at the historic 
Carnegie Library from noon to 7pm 
on Friday and 9 to 3:30pm on 
Saturday. Featuring 15 local artists 
showcasing a vast array of artistic 
styles and mediums: homemade 
soaps, beadwork, candles, acrylic 
paintings, dish towels, and wood-
land style Ojibwe paintings and 
more. 
• Watermark galleries and SHOP 
505 will open on the 16th at 10am 
for a special day of shopping featur-
ing extended hours for the Holiday 
Night Market until 7pm. Visitors are 
invited to enjoy holiday music, hot 
cider and treats from 4pm - 7pm. 
On Dec 17 families can drop in at 
Watermark’s Make-and-Take holiday 
family activity tables from 11am to 
3pm. Three special holiday themed 
projects will be available for children 
of all ages. There is no charge for 

either of these events. The public is 
welcome both days. 
• Headwaters Music & Arts will 
feature the Headwaters Bell Choir 
performing at 7pm Friday and on 
Saturday. The First City Singers pres-
ent an afternoon of caroling start-
ing at 1pm with an indoor perform-
ance at Headwaters then on to 
Watermark at 2 pm. At 6pm, enjoy 
the young musicians of Headwaters 
Rock Band as they close out 
Saturday. Hot chocolate and cookies 
will be provided at each perform-
ance at Headwaters. Watermark gal-
leries, 505 Bemidji Ave N., Bemidji, 
Minnesota, 218-444-7570. For info, 
see: https://watermarkartcenter.org.  

Jan 21st (deadline) 
Crazy Horse Memorial Cultural 
Programs Opportunities 

The application process for Native 
American artists, performers, and 
culture bearers looking for opportu-
nities to exhibit at the Crazy Horse 
Memorial in SD, and share their 
artistic talents and cultural knowl-
edge for the 2023 season, is open. 
There are five different cultural pro-
grams that can be applied to: Artist 
in Residence, Gift From Mother 
Earth Native and Western Art Show 
and Sale, Living Treasures, 
Performers & Storytellers, and 
Talking Circle. The Cultural Program 
applications are due January 21st. 
See website for other deadlines and 
opportunities. For info, email: cultur-
alprograms@crazyhorse.org.  Or see 
their website at: https://crazyhorse-
memorial.org/visit/special-events.
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The Circle is once  
again being delivered  
to your favorite  
drop off sites. 
 
Find out where  
to pick up a  
copy at: 
 
 
 
 
https://thecirclenews.org/circle-drop-off-sites

Clarification: Throughout his adult life, Kevin Lawrence 
Locke (Leech Lake Ojibwe) was sometimes confused with 
hoop dancer and musician Kevin Locke, (Standing Rock 
Lakota). The Lakota Kevin Locke, who was 68, died from 
an asthma attack on Sept. 30, 2022 in South Dakota. 
Kevin Lawrence Locke was the brother of Deborah Locke, 
who wrote this tribute to her brother. 

 

T
wo days before his death on Nov. 18, my 
brother, Kevin Locke, asked for cable TV 
in his Duluth hospice room. He told the 

social worker that his sister, Deborah, would pay 
the $30 monthly fee and to give her a call. 

The point is not that I’d happily pay for his cable 
(I would), or that Kevin even watched much tele-
vision. The point is that the man had unlimited 
optimism about remaining on this side of the sun. 
No matter what obstacle that thief cancer threw at 
him, Kevin stood up and pushed back. Then one 
day this fall a Duluth doctor told Kevin that he was 
out of options. Kevin called my cell phone and left 
a one-word voice mail. “Terminal.” 

Since his death I have heard from people who 
knew him from protest gatherings about water and 
pipelines and freeway expansions. Many knew him 
from the powwow circuit – he danced well and 
played the drum. Others knew him from school. 

I knew him first and best as a little brother. When 
we were children, we skated and used sleds at 
Pinehurst Park in Cloquet, swam and boated at Big 
Lake where our parents, Fred Locke and Anna 
Marie Lemieux Locke, had a cabin, ran through the 

woods, walked to school each day and to church on 
Sundays, went to movies, and watched Saturday 
morning cartoons. Kevin served as an altar boy and 
was active in Boy Scouts. He also had natural ath-
letic grace and strength, and later coached hockey. 
My brother liked people, laughed easily, and had 
many friends. 

My first memory of him occurred on a road trip 
with my parents and siblings. Mom bought little 
dolls from a roadside gift shop for my sister and 
me, and a little truck for Kevin who was a baby. 
Kevin saw his sisters play with their dolls and cried. 
He wanted what his sisters had. Mom went back 
and bought a little doll for her son. He held the toy 
and calmed down.  

My parents adopted us, four Ojibwe babies, start-
ing with me. Mom was enrolled at the Fond du Lac 
Reservation. My parent’s cabin was on leased FDL 
land. We grew up with stories about Great Grandpa 
Lemieux and Uncle John and Aunt Maggie, the 
Shotleys, Dufaults and Rabideaus. 

Sometimes we fought, me the bossy older sister, 
him the long-suffering little brother. Later, I moved 
out of state, he married and started a family, and 
we only saw each other at Christmas. When Dad 
died, Kevin cried. He cried when Mom died, big 
sobs that shook his shoulders. My brother, the 
fierce, outspoken protester with a short fuse, was 
at his core a gentle soul who felt deeply. After his 
cancer diagnosis three years ago, we texted often, 
sometimes daily, and he frequently closed with “I 
love you.” That is also how he ended phone con-
versations. 

With time, hospital room conversations took a 
serious tone. He told me where he worked and 

attended college, which I finger typed into my 
phone for later use in his obituary. He knew and 
was close to members of his biological family at 
Leech Lake, but added that he was glad Mom and 
Dad raised him. He was glad I was his sister. 

A few days after his funeral, I remembered 
Christmas, and briefly forgot that Kevin had died. 
I needed to ask what he wanted from Amazon! He 
always chose moderately priced, practical gifts. Then 
I remembered that Kevin had slipped away. 

If Amazon sold peace, clarity and joy, I’d have 
each delivered to my brother. But he probably has 
all of that now, in large quantities. God bless you, 
little brother. Fly high, laugh often.

WALKING ON 

Above: Kevin Locke and his siblings. Circa early 1960s. 
(Photo courtesy of Deborah Locke.)

BY DEBORAH LOCKE

KOOTASCA  
is hiring for staff  
to implement its  
community engagement 
programming.  
 
Positions require people 
skills, compassion, and  
enthusiasm for  
social justice.  
 
For more information visit 
www.kootasca.org  
(under “About” and 
“Employment”).



Well, I made it through another T-
Day without blood being spilt or hav-
ing the Rez Riders show up and eat 
up all the leftovers because we never 
got to cook them. Ya. The electricity 
went out just as we were prepping the 
side dishes because my Unk did the 
bird. Easy-peasy, ennit? Naw. 

It wasn’t even noon yet – it was after 
1 pm Greenwich Mean Time when the 
power came back on after two hours 
of the four of us sitting in the house, 
not knowing how to act without elec-
tricity and joking amongst ourselves 
that we had no wood to cook at all. 
We all checked our cell batteries for 
when to call in the National Guard 

for under-cooked turkey and sides. 
Then we all became snappy and feral 

because we had not eaten at all, in 
anticipation of the upcoming feast we 
had been so much looking forward to. 
Then?! Let the fight commence! My 
guests left and I was crying when I 
made my Famous Green Bean 
Hotdish. It was only warmish and 
gooey. After that I spooned out some 
of the Dutch Apple pie with no 
whipped topping. 

Not being one to hold grudges I 
wondered what happened? Did every-
one here in Rezberry and surrounding 
areas collectively turn their ovens on 
all at once or what? A turken Q deep 
state conspiracy? I suspect the latter. 
Nay, I joke! But then...everyone was 
Kung Fu fighting (words), those Cats 
were fast as lightning! 

So, as per the usual, a normal abnor-
mal family feast event. My family is 
so small we have to take turns being 
the jerk who ruins it all for everyone. 

Sigh! Many, many moons ago (Ayy!) 
I stopped doing Christmas since it is 
a capitalist/colonial/foreign holiday 
and full of lies as to its origin, which 
is pagan. The European invaders made 
up holidays to coincide with pagan 
ceremonies and suppressed any beliefs 
that were not theirs, so they appropri-
ated them. No, I don’t look down on 

Indigenous people who do celebrate, 
I loved X-Mas as a child and made 
sure my one kid was happy. (Spoiled 
brat!) 

Ignorant as I was at the time, little 
did I know I was raising a child who 
believed in Satan Claws and not get-
ting the credit I so richly deserved for 
being the actual Santa. Hah! However, 
when he began to write letters to 
Santa he did include our cat, Isis, who 
he wished to have ‘a mouse to chase’ 
and at the very end of that particular 
letter he added, “For my Mom to be 
happy”. Aww!!! 

So many memories! Some great ones 
and equally not so much for others. 
Family, ennit? Well, one does not need 
family over once a year or so to have 
some conflict in one’s life. I have my 
little beasties that I have to referee no 
so fur flies, but Purrince still has tufts 
of cat hair stuck in his paws. Who 
needs human drama when we can get 
it elsewhere? Sheez! 

In other news, I was experiencing 
hair loss, which no matter who you 
ask, is devastating. I never did buy 
into some Indigenous beliefs, espe-
cially if they are not of my Nation. I 
understand and respect that many 
nations do grow their hair long and 
the religious, if I can use that word to 
describe it, is customary. So under-

stand that, long haired, freaky peo-
ple...JK!!! I used to have quite a long 
wig, I mean real hair here, so getting 
used to being mostly bald after my son 
got out his clippers my head got cold. 
The good thing is that it does grow 
out eventually, but slower at my 
advanced age in years. So I plan to buy 
some actual wigs, yo! 

The kitten, Bootsy Collins, totally 
owns me. His little black badass was 
born in a Rez house and he had many 
siblings to compete for food. Bootsy 
messes with everyone in the house and 
some of the other large furry ones now 
just swat him aside. The little dude 
would snatch food out of a baby’s 
mouth. He brings me so much joy and 
laughter! 

Just now, as I write, Purrince knew 
it and came to annoy me. Yet, I shall 
persist so as not to frustrate the editor. 
Now the foofy dogs are barking at a 
half-grown Doberman Pinscher, who 
only wants to make friends and smell 
their butts. This is what passes for 
entertainment in my world. Did I 
mention I no longer have DISH? 
Well, there ya go. This is in real time 
with no blurred faces and I prefer this. 
I’m already too tightly wound up. 

I am waiting for the Winter Solstice 
now. M’wah!!! 

IT AIN’T EASY BEING INDIAN   –    BY RICEY WILD sjdfzxjmeAipunbjm/dpn
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We are helping to build Indigenous Nations
Duluth

Twin Cities
Virginia

(651) 784-7924
dsgw.com

MHA Nation Cultural Interpretive Center
Mandan Hidatsa & Arikara Nation
New Town, North Dakota

enriching communities
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800-333-2433

We Are Aging

mn.gov/senior-linkage-line

The Senior LinkAge Line is a free, statewide service of the Minnesota Board on Aging in partnership with Minnesota’s area agencies on aging. 

The Senior LinkAge Line helps older Minnesotans and caregivers find answers and connect to the services and support they need.

Support services | Housing options | Long-term care planning

Medicare & prescription assistance | Caregiver support

If you have trouble paying for your Medicare, you may be able to get help.

Call Minnesota’s Senior LinkAge Line® to find out more.


