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National organiza-
tions have teamed 
up with local devel-

opment promoting groups to 
launch an extensive program to 
assist Native American and 
other minority entrepreneurs 
in getting their businesses off 
the ground and growing. 

With national and local part-
ners, the Center for Economic 
Inclusion, based in St. Paul, has 
started what is called a 
Vanguard Accelerator effort to 
provide cash grants, education 
and training, and assistance to 
open avenues for accessing cap-
ital and expertise for building 
business in the Twin Cities met-
ropolitan area. 

It is designed to help Black, 
Indigenous and Latina owned 
businesses, or the commonly 
called BIPOC community, 
access the capital and business 
savvy necessary to grow and 
build businesses. 

The program effectively 
started on Dec. 1 with a call for 
minority entrepreneurs to apply 
for grants and service help in 
an initial round of grant mak-
ing. That ended in mid-
December and recipients of 
these first grants will be 
announced by mid-January, the 
collaborating groups have told 
The Circle. 

Tawanna Black, founder and 
chief executive of the Center, 
said Indigenous entrepreneurs 
were among applicants seeking 
grants and Accelerator program 
assistance. The Center will con-
tinue to reach out to 
Indigenous business people to 
encourage more involvement 
going forward, she said. 

“There are meaningful oppor-
tunities to grow jobs in Indian 
Country and through corporate 
and government contracting, 
and we’re excited to partner 
with business owners to expand 
businesses,” she said. 

The Center encourages peo-

ple to share information about 
Project Vanguard with their 
networks and refer Indigenous 
business owners in need of cap-
ital and business development 
support to seek aid from the 
Center and its partners, she 
said.  

To do so, Indigenous business 
owners should contact Saroeun 
Earm at searm@centerforeco-
nomicinclusion.org, Black said. 

Earm is a veteran economic 
development assistant for sev-
eral Twin Cities nonprofit sup-
port groups and is a former 
economic development aide to 
St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter. 

Janine Drake, senior market-
ing director for grants at San 
Diego-based Founders First 
Capital Partner, said her 
national group’s involvement 
with the Twin Cities’ Center for 
Economic Inclusion came 
about at the encouragement of 
JPMorgan Chase & Co., the 
multinational banking and 
financial services firm that sup-
ports such development pro-
grams across the nation.  

JPMorgan Chase is the largest 
investment bank in the United 
States and fifth largest bank in 
the world. 

Founders First is a commu-
nity development corporation, 
a nonprofit that supports 
groups in building and revital-
izing local economies. It oper-
ates several grant and training 
programs to support business 
and economic development 
programs in various parts of the 
country. 

JPMorgan Chase suggested 
Founders First should link with 
the folks in the Twin Cities who 
were working on similar paths, 
Drake said. 

In a Dec. 1 announcement, 
the Center said its Vanguard 
Accelerator was launched as a 
multi-year program to boost 
regional economic growth in 
the Twin Cities metro area.  
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President Joe Biden signed into law on 
Dec. 21 the Safeguard Tribal Objects 
of Patrimony (STOP) Act, bringing 

closure to a multiyear, bipartisan effort for leg-
islation that can help tribes prevent the theft 
and sale of important cultural objects.  

This was an especially significant achieve-
ment for Pueblo and other tribes of the 
American Southwest that have had highly vis-
ible artifacts stolen and put up for auction in 
Europe.  

But it will help all Native tribes, everywhere, 
protect their cultural heritage and retrieve 
stolen objects and at the same time help pro-
tect gravesites from looters, said Jason Decker, 
an attorney with Patterson Earnhart Real Bird 
& Wilson LLP, also known as the Native Law 
Group, at its Minneapolis office.  

Decker, a member of the Leech Lake Band 
of Ojibwe, practices in federal Indian law, lit-
igation, tribal governance, legislation and code 
drafting, tribal-state relations, tribal law and 
policy development, and gaming issues. The 
firm has offices in Louisville, Colo.; 
Washington, D.C.: Fort Yates, N.D., and 
Minneapolis, Minn.  

Tribes across the country, including 

Indigenous groups in Alaska and Hawaii, have 
all had problems with raided sacred artifacts, 
the law firm said in a background paper about 
the new law. Congressional sponsors of the 
legislation said the same as they saluted the 
legislation’s final, unanimous Senate approval 
on Nov. 29.  

Washington, Boston and other newspapers 
around the U.S. and globally have focused on 
Native actions to reclaim stolen properties 
held in museums and in private collections. 
A number of successes have been found.   

An example of the success included the 
pending return of remains and artifacts stolen 
from a gravesite at Wounded Knee from the 
1890 Army massacre there in South Dakota. 
Details can be found in the Sioux Falls Argus 
Leader article at the end of this article. 

Theft and illegal marketing of Indigenous 
artifacts is as old as the history of war as invad-
ing forces have carried home souvenirs and 
other objects of value that could sold. This 
practice continues to this day following wars 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Eastern Africa, and 
in various ethnic enclaves around the world.  
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The centuries-old Acoma Pueblo ceremonial war shield was stolen and had been missing since the 1970s. It 
resurfaced at the Eve auction house in Paris, France in 2016. It is just one item of thousands that was stolen 
from tribes across the country and continent.
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ENVIRONMENT

Reparations are  the act or 
process of making amends for 
a wrong. To Repair. The 

United Nations explains: Adequate, 
effective, and prompt reparation is 
intended to promote justice by redress-
ing gross violations of international 
human rights law or serious violations 
of international humanitarian law.” 

What do you do when an egregious 
crime has been committed? How do you 
right a wrong? Minnesota can do that 
with the Dakota; make reparations. This 
past two weeks, our Anishinaabe family 
joined to support the Dakota 38 Plus 2 
Horse ride. The ride is a healing ride. 
Minnesota needs to be part of that heal-
ing. The Anishinaabe and Dakota heal 
together, for we are relatives from our 
Mother Earth.  

On this ride there were about 80 riders 
and large families who moved on the 
road together, well over a hundred of us 
in some bitter cold conditions. Many of 
those riding were young. Those youth 
are the future, and they are strong. What 
they need is support, and what they need 
is a chance to be part of healing.  

This was the l60th anniversary of the 
largest mass hanging in US History. 
Indeed, the Mankato hangings, are the 
most visible part of the history of the 
Dakota genocide. Most of the Dakota 
are still exiles, driven from their lands, 
bounties on their scalps and massacres 
of their retreating villages at Whitestone 
Hill and more. Finally, they were sent 
to what were original concentration 
camps, where they struggle to live in 
some of the poorest communities in the 
country- Sisseton, Crow Creek, Lower 
Brule, Santee. Those concentration 
camps became a model for Hitler and 
the Nazis.  

On December 26, Governor Tim Walz 
came to Mankato to acknowledge the 
wrongdoing of the state of Minnesota 
to the Dakota. His words “my hope is 
that they say what’s happening here is 
reconciliation, righting wrongs of the 
past the best that we can and acknowl-
edging the horrors brought on to peo-
ple.” That is the first time the Governor 
has come to Mankato to acknowledge 
the genocide against the Dakota people. 
I, like many of the other riders, are grate-
ful he came, and expect more of him, 
and the legislature of Minnesota. There 
is no reconciling without reparations.  

Between the Dakota l862 forced 
removal and the Dine, or Navajo Long 
March of l862, American generals com-
mitted egregious acts against defenseless 
people, and stole their land, their lives 
and attempted to destroy their future. 
There is no morality in celebrating colo-
nialism and genocide. To cope with the 
crime, Americans have a good case of 

historical amnesia, and shamefully retain 
the names of those who committed 
genocide – Sibley, Custer, Sully, Pope, 
Kit Carson and more, aggrandizing the 
legacies. In our experience, America 
does not really say it’s sorry very well.  

Riding through small towns, kind peo-
ple fed us but it seemed that few descen-
dants of the settlers knew the real 
history. It’s a selective historical amnesia, 
where it’s more soothing to bury the 
crime than to acknowledge and allow 
for healing. One Dakota elder talked 
about how the ride has brought out the 
story, “if we stop, they will forget again.”  
That cannot and will not happen. This 
year, the Dakota 38 rode through down-
town New Ulm, the first time they had 
returned in l60 years. That was epic. 
And a moment of shared intergenera-
tional memories came together for some.  

One of the riders tells me a story of 
New Ulm. It’s an old story and a new 
story. On December 24, two of our men 
went to get water for the horses and got 
stuck in a snowbank. It was the middle 
of the night. Another truck was stuck 
as well, and the New Ulm residents 
came and rescued both their own rela-
tive and our Dakota relatives. Talking 
they realized that a hundred and sixty 
years ago, one of the Dakota man’s 
ancestors had gone to New Ulm and 
warned the other family, which had been 
kind to the Dakota, of the impending 
assault on the town of New Ulm, and 
indeed saved the lives of that family. 
Now, a hundred and sixty years later the 
descendants meet, and the New Ulm 
family saves the Dakota men in the 
minus 20 weather.  

While historical amnesia remains, 
there are hundreds of thousands of 
Minnesotans who want to see justice for 
the Dakota, many timidly coming for-
ward to shake our hands, apologizing, 

Dakota 38+2 Memorial Ride and Reparations in the Homeland 
BY WINONA LADUKE

cooking for us, providing warm clothes. 
Settlers in Minisota are ultimately ask-
ing for a way to support healing.  That’s 
why the Governor and the legislature 
need to begin a process of real repara-
tions and healing. It’s not just for the 
Dakota, it’s for Minnesota. This land is 
Minisota Makoce, the Land of the 
Dakota. It is their Holy Land, remem-
bered by their blood, creation stories, 
songs, and the treaties. 

Waziyatawin , a Dakota scholar, talks 
about reparations in her book What 
does Justice Look Like. She calls for a 
Truth Commission, a Take Down the 
Fort Program, and Land Restoration. 
The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission model began in South 
Africa and was under the leadership of 
the late Nelson Mandela and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Telling the 
story begins the process and leads to 
healing of restorative justice based on 
the truth. Taking Down the Fort, refers 
to the mentality which values the mili-
tary history, the history of genocide 
more than the history of the land and 
the people who live here. There is no 
honor in the history of Ft. Snelling. 
There were no just wars fought from 
that fort. 

And then there’s land. The only com-
pensation for land is land, and the 
Dakota have less than 3200 acres in 
Minnesota. Compared to the millions 
of acres of their ancestors. And its’ not 
just that, in l862 you could ride on the 
Missouri River Valley and see the same 
buffalo herd for three days – the herds 
were so big, the maple stands so abun-
dant, fish, deer, elk, and you could drink 
the water from every lake and stream. 
That’s in stark contrast to the wasteland, 
settler colonialism is creating today, 
where half the lakes are dead from 
industrial agriculture run off, pesticides 

and forever chemicals that destroy life 
and give us cancers in escalating levels. 
This land and people deserve a healing, 
and it will be good for everyone. 

Reparations should begin in 
Minnesota. Public land holdings in the 
region could be returned to the Dakota, 
along with budgets to maintain roads, 
and ecosystems. Land seizures from the 
Dakota financed “land grant” colleges 
nationally, illegally. For a price tag of 
$41,000, two million acres of Dakota 
land was seized under the 1862 Morrill 
Act, coinciding with the Dakota 
Uprising, and the genocide against the 
Dakota. That land provided the foun-
dation for many universities, not just 
Minnesota colleges, but ultimately was 
a complete theft and violation of the 
treaties. The universities, now offer free 
tuition to tribal members, but that does 
not erase the shame of their foundation, 
the university system should support 
and actualize the return of land.  

This year, Minisota has a budget sur-
plus, and some of that could purchase 
land for the exile communities – includ-
ing for nonprofits and for community 
members themselves. It’s time for the 
people to come home. 

Riding horse with the Dakota families, 
I observed that most of the riders were 
under 20, young men and women defy-
ing the odds. The ride is a ceremony 
unto itself, a test of will, intelligence, 
heart, and a coming of age. The Dakota 
youth, like their elders look forward to 
the return home. They will carry on this 
ride, and we will support them. We owe 
it to future generations to begin a heal-
ing and invest with them in a healthy 
future. That’s really the story that 
Minisota could write and make. Then, 
collectively we can hold our heads up 
because we did the right thing this time.   

Riders from this years Dakota 38+2 Memorial Ride. The 330-mile ride to honor the Dakota people murdered by the US goverment.  
(Photo by Nina Fox.)
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supported (56.65 percent) a state con-
stitutional right to reproductive free-
dom, including “the right to make 
decisions about all matters relating to 
pregnancy, prenatal care, childbirth, 
postpartum care, contraception, sterili-
zation, abortion care, miscarriage man-
agement, and infertility care.” 

In Montana, LR-131, Medical Care 
Requirements for Born-Alive Infants 
Measure voters opposed (52.55 percent) 
measures to state that infants born alive 
at any stage of development are legal 
persons; require medical care and to 
establish a $50,000 fine and/or 20 years 
in prison for violating said law. 

In Vermont, Proposal 5, Right to 
Personal Reproductive Autonomy 
Amendment was overwhelmingly sup-
ported by voters (76.74 percent) to 
amend the Vermont Constitution to add 
language protecting the right to personal 
reproductive autonomy and prohibiting 
government infringement unless justi-
fied by a compelling state interest. 

“Although voters have upheld 
women’s rights in these states, the major-
ity of them passed by a thin margin,” 
said Jump. “Our work is not done.”   

 
Initiatives, Amendments, Referendums 

Currently, there are dozens of pending 
initiatives, amendments and referen-
dums. In Arizona, Colorado, Florida, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada and 
Oklahoma there were nine proposals that 
did not make the 2022 ballot. In New 
York, Pennsylvania and Washington, 
there are four proposals slated for 2023. 
And, in Florida, Iowa, Nevada, 
Oklahoma and South Dakota there are 
seven proposals slated for 2024.  

“It’s unfathomable that in this day and 
age, women and girls must be cognizant 
of legislation rooted in misogyny and 
historic oppression,” said Jump. “The 
criminalization of abortion is an abuse 
of governmental power to deny body 
sovereignty. It is a cruel reminder of 
what Native people have endured for 

centuries.”   
Historic Violence and Oppression 

In Indian Country, Native woman and 
girls suffer the highest rates of stalking, 
rape, and femicide in the nation. Yet, 
Indian Health Services has historically 
prohibited and continues to deny access 
to abortions in Tribal communities. 
Without planned parenthood clinics, 
Native women and girls are at a higher 
risk of being penalized for seeking abor-
tions in unsafe conditions. Rape victims 
are often shamed and blamed, and now 
could face jail time for seeking an abor-
tion.   

 
History Behind the SCOTUS Decision 

According to Leslie J. Reagan, profes-
sor of history and law at the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and 
author of “When Abortion Was a 
Crime” and “Dangerous Pregnancies”, 
historical record describes early abortion 
– as “restoring the menses,” a woman’s 
period. It was a normal practice in colo-
nial America well into the 19th century. 
Abortions were illegal only after “quick-
ening,” a term referring to when preg-
nant women could feel the fetus moving 
– said to occur between four and six 
months of pregnancy. 

Professor Reagan, explained that 
Justice Samuel Alito was egregiously 
wrong when he used English criminal 
law from the 17th century to overturn 
Roe v Wade. He conveniently dismissed 
the distinction between ending a preg-
nancy before or after quickening 
wherein early America, abortion before 
“quickening” was legal under common 
law and widely accepted in practice.  

Instead, Alito’s draft majority opinion 
uses 17th century Jurist, Sir Matthew 
Hale who “described abortion of a quick 
child who died in the womb as a ‘great 
crime’ and a ‘great misprision.’ See 
Matthew Hale’s “Pleas of the Crown ” 
which also defended and laid the foun-
dation for the marital rape exemption.  

Hale  wrote: “For the husband cannot 
be guilty of a rape committed by himself 
upon his lawful wife for by their mutual 
matrimonial consent and contract the 
wife hath given up herself in this kind 
unto her husband which she cannot 
retract.”   

This provisions for marital rape may 
sound antiquated, but it was legal in 
many U.S. states up through the 1990s.   

“Justice Alito and a handful of 
Supreme Court Justices upended abor-
tion rights leaving women to defend 
themselves against a 17th century misog-
ynist who didn’t believe marital rape 
was a crime,” said Jump. “It is our sacred 
duty as women to stand up for our-
selves, for our daughters and grand-
daughters and to guarantee safety and 
body sovereignty for future generations.

A political act aimed to restrict 
women’s rights. In June 
2022, the Supreme Court of 

the United States overturned Roe v 
Wade (1973) leaving the onus of access 
to abortion on individual states. Since 
then, six states have taken measures to 
codify reproductive rights while other 
states ramp up efforts to abolish or oth-
erwise restrict access to abortion.  

“The Supreme Court threw out nearly 
50 years of precedent in favor of politi-
cizing the body sovereignty of women 
and girls,” said Lori Jump, chief execu-
tive officer, StrongHearts Native 
Helpline. “By asking states to regulate 
abortion, they are taking away the rights 
of women to decide what happens to 
their body. Six states have reaffirmed 
reproduction rights, but until all other 
states follow suit, women are in a per-
ilous position.”   

 
Six States Uphold Right To Choose 

To date, there have been six ballot 
measures addressing abortion in 
California, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Montana, and Vermont where voters 
upheld abortion rights.  

On Aug. 2, voters (58.97 percent) 
refused to amend the Kansas 
Constitution to declare that nothing in 
the state constitution creates a right to 
abortion or funding for an abortion and 
to affirm the state’s ability to pass laws 
regarding abortion. Instead, voters 
upheld legal precedent in Hodes & 
Nauser v. Schmidt (2019) that the 
Kansas Bill of Rights provides a right 
to abortion. 

On Nov. 8, five more states took action 
to uphold reproductive rights of women:  

In California, Proposition 1, Right to 
Reproductive Freedom Amendment - 
voters supported  (65.75 percent)  
amending the state constitution to pro-
hibit the state from interfering with or 
denying an individual’s reproductive 
freedom, which is defined to right to an 
abortion and contraceptives. 

In Kentucky, Constitutional 
Amendment 2, No Right to Abortion 
in Constitution Amendment voters 
opposed (52.37 percent) amending the 
Kentucky Constitution to state that 
nothing in the state constitution creates 
a right to abortion or requires govern-
ment funding for abortion. 

In Michigan, Proposal 3, Right to 
Reproductive Freedom Initiative, voters 

OPINION 
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States Take Action To Codify Abortion Rights
BY DIANE PAVLAT
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Henry Boucha honored, documentary in the works

The Warroad community was 
invited to honor hockey legend 
Henry Boucha on December 

29, 2022 at the Warroad Hockeytown 
USA Classic prior to the Warroad vs. 
Orono boy’s hockey game.  

Twin Cities PBS (TPT) and Boucha 
Films have partnered to create 
“Boucha,” a documentary about the life 
of Henry Boucha to be released in 2024. 
The film is directed and produced by 
Leya Hale (Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota 
and Diné). 

Henry was introduced on a red carpet 
on the ice before the game. He was also 
in a meet and greet gathering held in 
the ice arena lobby between the first and 
second period of the game.   

Award-winning director Hale, along 
with Boucha, and the film crew were in 
Warroad from December 27 to 31 to 
film the Warroad segment for the doc-
umentary. “Boucha” details Boucha’s 
athletic success until his NHL career 
was cut short by an on-ice assault and 
injury, his legal battles with the NHL, 
and his journey of healing and cultural 
reclamation. It is a one-hour documen-
tary that follows the hockey legend from 
early stardom to crushing defeat to heal-
ing. 

"It was such an honor to document 
and witness the Warroad community 
honoring and celebrating one of their 
hometown heroes, Henry Boucha, dur-
ing the Hockeytown USA tournament,” 
said Leya Hale. “It was truly amazing to 
see youth and all ages alike embrace 
Henry from every direction. He is truly 
loved." 

There was a time in Boucha’s later in 
life journey that one of his daughter’s 
invited him to come back to Warroad 
in a full circle where he started. Tara 
Boucha is the mother to adult daughters 
Sky and Shalese, high school senior son 
Gaabi, and sixth grade son Doot. Tara 
talked about the event, “The event was 
a nice tribute to my dad. He was pre-
sented with a wooden plaque with 
Boucha, the Warrior logo and his retired 
WHS jersey #16 on it and a Pendleton 
blanket.” 

“Warroad High School Hockey Coach 
Jay Hardwick mentioned how his 
Grandpa Dick Roberts coached my dad 
in high school … and how things have 
come full circle and he now gets to 
coach his grandson Gaabi Boucha,” 
added Tara. 

Sky Boucha played hockey up until 
seventh grade, then played volleyball, 
basketball, and golf throughout high 
school and then played collegiate golf. 
“My Papa is the reason I actually played 
golf in the first place though. He got me 
my first clubs in sixth grade for 
Christmas,” shared Sky. 

Sky continued to talk about how her 
grandpa made her proud. She said, 

“Watching my Papa being honored for 
not only his athletic achievements but 
the impact he’s made on the hockey 
community and native communities was 
amazing. It was a phenomenal night and 
something I will never forget. I am 
incredibly proud of the work he’s done 
and continues to do.” 

“It was a truly circle moment for him 
to be honored the first time in the 90’s 
having his son JP on the blue line and 
my mom Tara next him. Then 30 years 
later having my younger brother Gaabi 
on the blue line and my mom and I 
watching alongside one another. It was 
a really special moment for him to be 
back out on the ice and to take in that 
moment with everyone there celebrating 
his accomplishments,” added Sky.  

Daughter Shalese Snowdon followed 
in her grandpa’s footsteps and is the 
American Indian Education 
Coordinator at Warroad Public Schools. 
Shalese is also a law student at the 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law. She 
was in the Legal Studies department at 
the University of Wisconsin Superior 
and also on the collegiate golf team. 

“Growing up my Grandpa Henry 
Boucha’s story has always been very 

inspiring,” said Shalese. “As a hockey 
player, his story was always one I looked 
up to because not many people reach 
that level of hockey such as the NHL 
and the Olympics.” 

Shalese continued, “His stories of skat-
ing on the river and playing street 
hockey for hours all while being a stand-
out four-sport athlete are my favorite 
examples of his sheer love of athletics. 
Hockey was his ticket out of Warroad 
after high school and his passion for the 
game allowed him to pursue great pro-
fessional opportunities and to travel the 
world.”  

“In my professional capacity as 
Warroad’s American Indian Education 
Coordinator, it was great to be able to 
honor him in our Ojibwe ways with an 
honor song and gifts,” shared Shalese. 
“It was a very nice event. My grandpa 
has dedicated decades of his life to 
Warroad Indian Education as he served 
for a long time on Warroad’s Indian 
Parent Committee and as the school dis-
trict’s first American Indian Education 
Coordinator. He also organized 
Warroad’s annual powwow for a long 
time.” 

“His commitment to bettering the lives 

of Warroad’s youth through his involve-
ment in Warroad youth hockey and 
Indian Education is another part of his 
story that is inspiring!” said Shalese.  

Grandson Gaabi Boucha is in his sen-
ior year hockey season and recently 
played in a showcase football game at 
the U.S. Bank Stadium, home of the 
Minnesota Vikings. The 1000 yard run-
ning back from this past season at 
Warroad HS, was one of 80 indigenous 
high school seniors playing in the fifth 
annual Indigenous Bowl in mid-
December. Gaabi was featured in state 
media reports of the event including the 
Star Tribune and Minnesota Public 
Radio. The Indigenous Bowl is a part-
nership between the 7G Foundation and 
the NFL. Gaabi hasn’t made a college 
decision for next season yet. 

Henry’s other children Henry Jr., JP 
and Bridgette Boucha Schulte were not 
available for comment. 

The life and times of hockey legend 
Henry Boucha have not only inspired 
the generations of his immediate family 
but has and will continue to inspire 
countless others. 

Center top: Henry Boucha, sitting, and from 
left, Shalese Snowdon, Tara Boucha, and 
Sky Boucha, are preparing for Henry’s meet 
and greet time at his honoring at the recent 
Warroad home hockey game. (Photo by 
Brenda Baumann.) 
 
Center bottom: Henry Boucha with grandson 
Gaabi at the 2023 Indigenous Bowl banquet. 
(Photo  by Tara Boucha.) 
 
Above: Henry Boucha walks on the red  
carpet on the ice before the Warroad home 
hockey game. (Photo by Brenda Baumann.) 



Hampton) and Anishinaabe American Indian 
Movement leader Leonard Peltier’s conviction for 
Oglala deaths of the two FBI Agents who had been 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation as a part of the pro-
gram. Peltier is still in jail, but the “reign of terror” as 
it was called on Pine Ridge, fueled by COINTELPRO 
resulted in the deaths of many Native activists.  

Despite COINTELPRO, Buffy was unstoppable and 
a chameleon. She moved to Sesame Street, where she 
was able to talk to millions of children in dozens of coun-
tries worldwide, leaving a clear impression that Native 
people were not in the past, but were very present in the 
world of today. And she continued to perform. 

I met Buffy finally one day in Nebraska, where we 
had both come to an event honoring Chief Standing 
Bear, a Ponca Leader who was the first Native person 
to be recognized as a human by the US court system! 
I was fifty years old. I sat in the front row and lip-
synched ten songs. She was as big as my child imagi-
nation. However, when she greeted me backstage, I 
towered over her, by about a foot. I have had the oppor-
tunity to thank her a couple of times for her gifts, but 
this film, Carry it On, is a way for us all to begin to 
understand what an artist like Buffy can do, and how, 
despite all those attempts to sideline her, she’s still 
here and she’s as strong and beautiful as ever.  

Buffy Sainte Marie is full of life and love. That’s to 
say, that there’s a lot of bitterness in America, a lot of 
messed up history, but Buffy shows that it’s possible 
to carry on, and six decades following the release of 
After the Buffalo’s Gone, the story and moral call for 
action remain.  

I still want to grow up and be like Buffy. 

I  was that little five-year-old girl who sat and lis-
tened to every song of Buffy Sainte Marie’s first 
album. It was an LP, full of songs like Little 

Wheel, Spin and Spin, Universal Soldier and Now 
that the Buffalo’s Gone. I would stare at the cover, 
look at her skin and my own, and smile. Buffy Sainte 
Marie was my role model, and her amazing career, 
commitment to art and to community is well told in 
the just released documentary film, Carry it On. 

Buffy Sainte Marie, now  80, records, tours, and 
makes magic, still. That’s a long performing history. 
In 1983, she became the first Indigenous person to 
win an Oscar. Her song, “Up Where We Belong,”    
won the Academy Award for Best Original Song, also 
winning the Golden Globe award the same year.  

I listened to those songs repeatedly as a child, and 
they formed not only my identity but also my sense 
of history.  Now that the Buffalo’s Gone is a searing 
testimony of America’s genocide against Native people, 
but it also calls upon all of us to step up, calling out 
directly to those “who have Indian Blood”. 

Put it this way, there are so many people who want 
to talk about how they are part Indian, but don’t really 
want to do a darn thing to honor that blood, whether 
protecting Mother Earth, writing a letter to support 
their tribal community to a state senator, or sending 
a donation to a Native organization. Too many people 
just brag about being part Native, and not really act 
like it means something.  

There were many more songs which deserved attention, 
but in the spirit of exclusionary America, Native 
American people are often and largely erased from his-
tory. Buffy Sainte-Marie: Carry It On, the PBS docu-
menatry  brings to light what erasure looked like in the 
l970s. In Buffy’s case, it meant that her songs had no 
airtime on the radio. That was because of calls made by 
government officials who did not want the Native 
“plight” brought to the American people. That’s how 
you can make an artist disappear, except if they are Buffy 
Sainte Marie.  

Sainte-Marie found out about the government’s inter-
ference in her career decades later. “They don’t tell 
you, ‘Hey, you’re under surveillance,’” the singer told 
a reporter at The Guardian. “I found out about it on 
a radio show in the 80s.” 

Sainte-Marie makes clear, however, that the US gov-
ernment didn’t blacklist her directly. “It’s much worse 
than that,” she said. “A blacklisting would take an act 
of Congress. Instead, a couple of sleazy employees…
make nasty phone calls to whomever the administra-
tion says they should make nasty phone calls to. It’s 
done on a social level. It’s not even politics. President 
Johnson was a Democrat and President Nixon was a 
Republican but neither one of them wanted to hear 
about what I was singing about. They were deathly 
afraid of the whole Indigenous law situation because 
they were highly invested in energy companies and, 
when it comes to Indigenous rights, that’s the moti-
vating factor.” 

The program which intended to burn up Buffy’s 
career was called COINTELPRO. Created by FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover, COINTELPRO targeted 
Native, Black, Latino and progressive activists to 
reduce their ability to talk to the American people, 
and perhaps change consciousness. This meant, for 
instance, the Black Panthers were highly targeted, as 
was the American Indian Movement. COINTELPRO 
resulted in assassinations (Black Panther Fred 

BY WINONA LADUKE

ARTS
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“Carry it On” documentary features singer/songwriter Buffy St Marie

Released in 2022, “Buffy Sainte-Marie: Carry It On” looks at 
the life of the Native American singer/songwriter Buffy St, 
Marie, using archival material never seen before, with  
present-day footage of Buffy’s performances and interviews.
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 “STOP Act” continued from cover

A good look at the raiding of culture 
is offered by The Regulatory Review at 
the University of Pennsylvania (cited at 
the end of the article). The new law 
seeks to strengthen existing efforts by 
Congress and past national administra-
tions to ban the theft and trading prac-
tices of Native American artifacts. The 
Archaeological Resources Protection 
Act (ARPA) for instance, forbids dam-
aging or removing artifacts from federal 
and Native lands in the U.S., the report 
states. It also prohibits buying, selling, 
exchanging or transporting these items 
obtained illegally.  

Meanwhile, another existing law prob-
ably has greater importance to tribes in 
Minnesota and surrounding states. The 
Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) provides 
methods for repatriation of artifacts held 
in museums and agencies that are fed-
erally funded. Penn archeologists noted 
that thousands of Native American arti-
facts, including human remains, have 
been stolen over the years from burial 
grounds.  

Tribal leaders and their allies in 
Congress have been pushing for greater 
federal STOP Act-like protection since 
2016.  

This was after it was discovered an 
Acoma Pueblo ceremonial war shield, 
stolen from a home in the 1970s, had 
surfaced in Paris and was being put up 
for auction. The shield, more than 100 

years old, was used by the Pueblo in cul-
tural and religious ceremonies.  

Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., intro-
duced the initial bill. His chief collabo-
rator in pushing the bill was Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska. And in the 
House of Representatives, Rep. Teresa 
Leger Fernández, D-N.M., led the 
charge.  

Key bipartisan lawmakers serving as 
cosponsors over the years included the 
late Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska, and 
Reps. Tom Cole, R-Okla., and Sharice 
Davids, D-Kan.; and on the Senate side, 
Sens. Jeff Flake. R-Ariz., Tom Udall, D-
N.M, John Tester, D-Mont., Ben Ray 
Luján, D-N.M. and the late Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz.  

Native Minnesotans and regional read-
ers should know that all eight 
Minnesota House members and both 
Minnesota senators supported the bill 
on final passage in their respective 
houses. So did all members of Congress 
from the two Dakotas. But three 
Republican House members from 
Wisconsin and two Republican mem-
bers from Iowa voted against the bill.  

“Now that the President has signed 
the STOP Act into law, I look forward 
to working with the Biden 
Administration to implement this bipar-
tisan legislation to prohibit the export-
ing of sacred Native American items 
and increase penalties for stealing and 
illegally trafficking Tribal cultural pat-

rimony,” Heinrich said in a joint state-
ment issued with Leger Fernández.  

“With this new law, we have taken an 
important step forward in halting the 
illegal and immoral theft of items that 
Tribes have identified as essential and 
sacred pieces of their cultural heritage,” 
Heinrich said.  

Leger Fernández, meanwhile, said the 
new law fills an important void.  

“While the United States has laws to 
protect the cultural property of other 
countries, until the STOP Act, we had 
no law to specifically stop the export of 
Native American patrimony (heritage),” 
she said. “The perseverance of the 
Acoma people to recover a sacred shield 
that was stolen inspired this legislation.”  

With help from the federal govern-
ment, the auction of the Acoma Shield 
in Paris was blocked.  It has since been 
returned to the Pueblo. But it wasn’t 
easy given holes in prior laws.  

The New Mexico lawmakers said the 
STOP Act increases criminal penalties 
for people engaged in the illegal sale and 
transport of cultural objects and 
requires the Departments of Interior 
and State to participate in training and 
workshops on the voluntary return of 
human remains and cultural items.  

The Interior Department will need to 
refer individuals and organizations to 
Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations to facilitate voluntary 
returns of remains and items, and con-

vene an interagency working group to 
carry this out.  

In addition, the department was also 
instructed to form a Native working 
group for Native tribes and Native 
Hawaiians to provide advice on issues 
concerning returns of human remains 
and cultural items.  

The new law adds teeth to penalties 
for participating in this illegal trade. It 
increases from five years to 10 years the 
maximum prison term for individuals 
convicted of “selling, purchasing, using 
for profit, or transporting for profit 
human remains or cultural items that 
were illegally obtained.”      

 
The University of Pennsylvania Regulatory 

Review article can be found 
https://www.theregreview.org/2021/04/17/ 
saturday-seminar-regulation-stolen-cultural-
artifacts.     

The Native Law Group report: 
https://nativelawgroup.com/congress-passes-
safeguard-tribal-objects-of-patrimony-act.  

 The Sioux Falls Argus Leader article: 
https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/2
022/11/04/remains-artifacts-from-wounded-
knee-to-return-to-southdakota/ 
69620132007.  

The fight to reclaim a stolen totem pole 
from a Scottish museum: https://www.smith-
sonianmag.com/history/inside-the-nisgaa-
nations-fight-for-the-return-of-a-36-foot-totem- 
pole-180981342.  



https://thecirclenews.org 9The Circle: News from a Native American Perspective January 2023

 “BIPOC Entreprenuers” continued from cover

JPMorgan Chase is providing $5 mil-
lion to back the program as one of six 
such programs for underserved commu-
nities in metro areas across the nation. 
The bank is also a financial supporter 
of Founders First. 

“Having collaborated successfully with 
Founders First in other major cities, we 
are excited about the impact this collab-
oration will bring to the Twin Cities 
region,” JPMorgan Chase executive 
director Joanna Trotter said in an issued 
statement. 

Before teaming up with the Center, 
Founders First had awarded more than 
$400,000 to minority and underserved 
business owners and operated training 
programs around Texas, Chicago, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and its own 
Southern California region. 

The initial grant program in the Twin 
Cities is offering three $5,000 grants to 
support business growth and full tuition 
into a business accelerator program.  

Eligible applicants and recipients 
would need to be a Black, Indigenous 
or Latina business owner, have a busi-
ness in the Twin Cities for at least three 
years, have at last three full-time employ-
ees, and have annual revenues between 
$75,000 and $3 million.  

Neal St. Anthony, writing in the Dec. 
6 Star Tribune, described the Vanguard 
programs as an effort in which estab-
lished minority business owners will 
assist 60 businesses with the goal of cre-

ating 150 “family-sustaining jobs” and 
to increase the total annual revenue of 
the participating companies by $4.5 mil-
lion.  

The program will also have forgivable 
loans of $25,000 to $250,000, and real 
estate and other services for small busi-
ness with at least three full-time employ-
ees and $3 million in revenue, the Star 
Tribune reported.  

This involves operating workshops and 
training programs for the up and com-
ing entrepreneurs. It means there is 
more than money at stake.  

The Vanguard Accelerator and Fund 
programs described its purpose as get-
ting minority entrepreneurs “bank 

ready” to expand and grow their busi-
nesses with human capital and in access-
ing their needed financing.  

The program described it this way:  
“Vanguard offers bank-ready busi-

nesses in high growth industries proven 
tools and resources to scale, while also 
building racially inclusive and equitable 
corporate and government supply 
chains.”  

The program over the past year has 
evolved with direct partners and with 
collaborating groups.  

Among local partners is NEOO 
Partners Inc., an urban planning and 
real estate consulting firm based in St. 
Paul that also has operations in Jackson, 

Miss. It serves small to medium size 
businesses, nonprofit organizations and 
government agencies and programs. 

Other supportive groups offering serv-
ices to minority business owners are 
effectively collaborators but are not 
listed as official partners in the Center 
or the Vanguard program.  

Black, the Center’s chief executive, 
said the Center established an advisory 
committee or more than a dozen busi-
ness developers, intermediaries, lenders 
and purchasers during the past year who 
are supporting the accelerator program 
and fund.  

“Historically, Black, Indigenous and 
Latina communities have been on the 
sidelines of wealth growth, experiencing 
limited investment opportunities," Black 
said. "Our investments in these business 
owners will greatly impact the economic 
prospect of the entire region.”  

 
More information about the Center for 

Economic Inclusion can be found at 
https://www.centerforeconomicinclusion.org
/2023-racial-equity-dividends-index-registra-
tion. 

 
Specific information and grant application 

forms for the Center’s Vanguard Accelerator 
Grant programs can be found at 
https://www.centerforeconomicinclusion.org
/accelerator-grant-application. 

Indigenous  
Entrepreneurs
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Distance runner Fairbanks is influenced by the running journey

PROF I L ES :  NAT IVE AMER ICANS IN SPORTS  – BY DAN NINHAM

Douglas Fairbanks, 74, mem-
ber of the Leech Lake Band 
of Ojibwe, has had a passion 

for running for the past 62 years of his 
life. Fairbanks said, “My passion with 
running began at 12 years old. Since 
then, I ran 63 marathons, eight spiritual 
runs of 400 miles or longer, the 38+2 
Dakota Memorial runs since it started 
35 years ago, and at least 200 10k and 
5k runs.” 

“I am the caretaker of the World Peace 
and Prayer Day now in its 14th year and 
the running staff was presented to me 

by Chief Arvol Lookinghorse,” said 
Fairbanks.  

The Dakota 35+2 Memorial Run was 
recently held on Monday, December 26, 
2022. Fairbanks and other elders led a 
ceremony around a midnight fire next 
to Fort Snelling north of the 
Minneapolis St. Paul airport. Fairbanks 
and Willard Malebear Jr., Dakota, left 
the fire about 12:30 am and ran the first 
four miles of the 80 mile relay run to 
Mankato in southcentral Minnesota. 

The late Willard Malebear Sr., Dakota, 
had a vision to begin the run over 35 

years ago. He consulted with others who 
also thought the honoring of the 38+2 
Dakota that were executed should be 
done with a relay run.  

“This year is my first year as an organ-
izer and next year I will be organizing 
the entire run,” said Willard Malebear 
Jr. “I am committed to helping my com-
munity and being involved supporting 
my culture.” 

The logistics of organizing a relay run 
needs to be managed with a total team 
effort. The organizational structure 
includes many others to make it happen. 
Add in the frigid winter elements of a 
middle of the night and early morning 
running event throughout a major big 
city to the southern part of the state and 
being on time for the ending ceremonies 
meeting the horse riders. 

The horse riders began at Lower Brule, 
SD on December 9th and rode 330 
miles to Mankato. The runners met 
them for end of run and ride cere-
monies. “The hanging sight is mind-
moving where the horse riders do their 
ending ceremony. Runners stop in to 
join the ceremony on the way to the 
Land of Memories Park where the run-
ners ending ceremony takes place. I get 
energized spiritually, mentally, physically 
and emotionally at these ceremonies,” 
added Fairbanks. 

Runners that inspire others are also 
inspired and driven by other people and 
experiences on their running journey. 

“US Olympic 10,000m champion 
Oglala Lakota Billy Mills inspires me,” 
said Fairbanks. “I organized a run for 
the University of Minnesota American 
Indian Student Association called the 
Billy Mills 10k Gold Run. Billy Mills 
came to that run as a motivational 

speaker. He also ran with the youth in 
a one mile run. I continued that run for 
three more years that Billy Mills was 
present.” 

“Andrea, my daughter at the age of 
twelve, ran the 10k. Billy also ran the 
10k. At the beginning of the run Billy 
and I met Andrea and a boy the same 
age as Andrea. Billy ran with the boy 
and I ran with Andrea. Andrea won so 
the next year that Billy Mills came to 
the run he announced that Andrea was 
the first female to beat him in a 10k race. 
Knowing Billy Mills as I do makes all 
my hard work training and running all 
worthwhile,” added Fairbanks. 

“Buck Jourdain, Red Lake Ojibwe, a 
marathoner and run organizer, invites 
me to runs including the Run Around 
Red Lake and the Sobriety Run from 
Red Lake to the Mash-ka-wisen Powwow 
in Sawyer, MN,” said Fairbanks. “Buck 
is a highly inspirational person, and I 
enjoy running with him.” 

“Gary Charwood, Leech Lake Ojibwe, 
is the organizer of the Spiritual Run 
around the Leech Lake Reservation 
annually. Gary is a great motivational 
speaker, and conducts beginning and 
end ceremonies for the run,” added 
Fairbanks. 

“One of the greatest moments that 
lifted me very high was during a run 
around Red Lake from Little Rock to 
Ponemah,” said Fairbanks. “As we 
entered the pow-wow arena in Ponemah 
runners broke out in an all-out sprint 
four laps around the arena. It sounded 
like many drums were going at the same 
time and everybody was cheering like 
I've never heard before. That moment 
had an impact that I will cherish for-
ever.”

Douglas Fairbanks was a running leader of the Dakota 38+2 Honor Memorial Run for the past 
35 years of the event. (Photo by Casey Ek.) 
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SPORTS

Student-athletes representing 
dozens of tribes played at U.S. 
Bank Stadium Dec 11 in the 

fifth annual Indigenous Bowl. The game 
is part of an effort to highlight athletic 
talent from schools that might otherwise 
escape the notice of college recruiters. 

The players – all high school seniors 

– split into two teams designated by red 
and white jerseys, and took to the field 
after a coin toss by U.S. Sen. Tina 
Smith. Hundreds of friends and family 
cheered them on from the stands. 

Just after stepping off the field at half-
time, Gaabi Boucha of Warroad High 
School said it was a thrill to play on 
NFL turf. 

“It’s breathtaking, honestly. I came out 

 Indigenous Bowl provides showcase for promising Native athletes

BY MATT SEPIC 

for warmups and it really just took my 
breath away just looking up and seeing 
stands go as high as the sky,” he said. 

Boucha is Ojibwe and plays running 
back and middle linebacker. He was one 
of 75 athletes, including three from 
Minnesota, chosen for the Indigenous 
Bowl. 

Bennae Calac is executive director of 
the 7G Foundation – the Native 
American advocacy group that sponsors 
the event. She says past Indigenous 
Bowl players have caught the eye of col-
lege coaches including at the University 
of Minnesota Morris.  

“A lot of our athletes have gone on to 
play at different colleges: [Division] II, 
DIII, I think we had a DI,” she said. 
“We have helped continue their dreams 
to obtain their education as well as con-
tinue playing in football.”  

She said the effort, a partnership with 
the NFL, started in 2017 to provide 
mentorship and skills development to 
promising Native athletes. This year 
nearly 500 students submitted applica-
tions. 

Calac – who’s with the Pauma Band 
of Luiseño Indians in southern 
California – said winnowing the roster 
down to 75 participants is a painstaking 

process. That’s because Indian Country 
high schools are generally small, and 
many don’t have the resources to enable 
athletes to submit videos of themselves 
in action. 

“And so what we have to do is call the 
individuals’ schools, we have to track 
them down, but we do it because we 
believe in the opportunity,” Calac said. 

Lyle Uses Arrow Jr. drove from the 
Standing Rock Sioux Reservation in 
North Dakota to watch the game. He 
said his nephew – Adam Eagle Shield 
– found out about the Indigenous Bowl 
on social media and was thrilled to be 
able to play on the Vikings’ home field. 

“This is something we never dreamed 
about. We always talked about coming 
to games here, but we never got around 
to it because we’re so busy,” he said. 
“But this is something, a real eye opener, 
and it’s awesome to be here.” 

This is the second year that the 
Vikings have hosted the Indigenous 
Bowl. Calac said she hopes to grow the 
event to include regional competitions 
to ensure that more talented Native high 
school football players get the opportu-
nities that they deserve.

High school football players from opposing teams shake hands ahead of the fifth annual 
Indigenous Bowl on Dec 11 at U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. (Photo by Matt Sepic.)
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Thru Jan 8 
Narwhal: Revealing  
an Arctic Legend 
The narwhal, with its unique spiral 
tusk, has inspired legend in Inuit 
society and fascinated people across 
cultures for centuries. Narwhal: 
Revealing an Arctic Legend dives 
deep into the narwhal’s Arctic world 
to explore what makes this mysteri-
ous animal and its changing ecosys-
tem so important. Activities & 
Special Programming: Test your 
knowledge and learn more about 
teeth, tusks, and how animals use 
them at a new hands-on gallery 
cart, Tooth vs Tusk; and Take a clos-
er look at the narwhal’s Arctic 
neighbors with special specimens, 
such as a walrus skull, polar bear 

skull, and bowhead whale baleen, 
on display in the Touch & See Lab. 
The exhibit showcases the way Inuit 
communities and Smithsonian 
researchers have come together to 
help us better understand both nar-
whals and the changing Arctic 
impacted by climate change. (The 
Bell Museum waves general muse-
um and planetarium show admis-
sion for all Indigenous peoples.) For 
more info see: https://www.bellmu-
seum.umn.edu/narwhal-revealing-
an-arctic-legend. Film Screening and 
Discussion.  

Thur Jan 27 
ICHO Art Gallery 
AICHO Galleries is honored to host 

AICHO's first art exhibition of 2023 
with Brave Art Youth Exhibition. This 
exhibition will showcase 2D and 3D 
artwork from nineteen youth! This 
art reception is part of a series of 
events starting on January 9 organ-
ized by the Duluth Human 
Trafficking Committee in recognition 
of Human Trafficking Awareness 
Month. The theme for this show is 
Healing Through Community and 
the youth will share visually "what 
bravery means to them."  Youth 
artists include: Tatyana Sanders, 
Anastasia Keeler, Nimise Martin, 
Nishiime Martin, Nevaeh Hardy, 
Sylva Hanson, Jozalynn Thompson, 
Preston Conway, Patience 
Thompson, Elijah Kot, Aiyanna 
Hellman, Victoria Marro, Gia 

Charging Hawk, Ayeden Diver 
Anderson, Kendal Kot, Mosgaadace 
Casuse, Pearl Swanson, Max Defoe, 
and Natalia Shinkle. There will be 22 
artwork pieces on display and some 
will be for sale. The exhibit runs 
until Jan. 27. Dr. Robert Powless 
Cultural Center Art Gallery, 212 W. 
2nd Street in Duluth, MN. 
https://www.aicho.org  

Jan 9  
Public Speaking for Native 
Professionals class 
Presented by New Native Theatre. 
Calling all Native professionals who 
find their career paths lead them to 
public speaking on behalf of their 
organizations, communities, and for 
professional duties. Learn some 

basics to improve your presentation 
as a speaker, voice quality, and deliv-
ery of information to give more 
engaging speeches and to feel more 
confident in your role as a 
spokesperson. We’ll also walk 
through protocols of introducing 
yourself in your Native languages. 
6pm-8pm, Division of Indian Work, 
1001 E Lake St, Mpls. For info, con-
tact: noreen@newnativetheatre.org. 
Tuition for classes is pay-what-you-
can, with the suggested price of 
$150. To sign up, send an email to 
charli@newnativetheatre.org. See 
NNT website for upcoming class 
info: 
• Jan 24 & 31 - Intro to sound man-
agement with Wave Fernandez, via 
Zoom. Learn the basics of sound 

design. 
• Feb 7 & 21 – Intro to Stage 
Management  
• March 6 – Intro to Stage 
Carpentry, followed by independent 
apprenticeship 
• March 28, Apr 4, 11 – Backstage 
Basics 
• May 20 – Acting & Singing for 
Native Musical Theater  
•July 10-14 – Native Theatre Youth 
Camp   

Jan 14 - Feb 18 
Gaa-miinigoowiziyan - What 
We were Given 
The exhibit showcases cultural 
knowledge and art forms revitalized 
by their organization and their 
Anishinaabe connections spanning 
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Review Your Broadband Map to Improve Border-to-Border Access 

Governor Tim Walz announced that internet providers will receive nearly $100 million in 
funding to expand broadband coverage to more Minnesotans. This grant round is estimated 
to extend new high-speed internet connections to more than 33,000 Minnesota homes and 
businesses in 48 counties. At the Department of Employment and Economic Development’s 
Office of Broadband Development, we’re working hard to get broadband to more 
Minnesotans who need it. Now, we need your help. As part of the federal Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Bill, $65 billion in funding is available to states for broadband. Much of our 
funding relies on a new mapping project from the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to show where broadband is and is not available. 

The FCC is accepting challenges to their new map right now, and we encourage all 
Minnesotans to review the map to see if the broadband speeds shown to be available at 
their address are correct. Minnesotans can go to broadbandmap.fcc.gov to review their 
map and provide feedback. 

To review the map, type in your address. Your home should appear on the map along with 
a list of services that providers claim to have available for purchase at your location. If your 
location is missing or inaccurately reflected on the map, you can submit a location challenge 
to correct it. If the information about the service provided is incorrect, you can file an avail-
ability challenge. Detailed video instructions on how to file a challenge can be found at 
fcc.gov/BroadbandData/consumers 

Future federal funding will be allotted based on the number of locations in Minnesota that 
do not have broadband services available right now. To ensure valid challenges are incorpo-
rated into the map before federal funding allocations are made, Minnesotans have until 
Jan. 13, 2023 to submit feedback. 

This year, between 240,000 and 291,000 households in Minnesota lacked access to high-
speed broadband. So much of what we do happens online, which is why we want to ensure 
all Minnesotans have access to high-speed internet. For info, contact the Office of 
Broadband: 651-259-7610 or deed.broadband@state.mn.us.      

Public Service Announcement 



the United States and Canada. The 
exhibit will be on display through 
February 18 in Watermark's 
Miikanan Gallery. Manidoo 
Ogitigaan is a Native grassroots 
organization based in Bemidji, 
Minnesota with connections span-
ning throughout the United States 
and Canada. Together with the 
Great Lakes Lifeways Institute based 
out of Michigan and Obaashing 
University, they teach, share and 
relearn land-based life skills that 
include birch bark canoe building, 
basketry, woodworking, and weav-
ing.  Manidoo Ogitigaan and Great 
Lakes Lifeways Institute work 
together to revitalize art forms and 
cultural knowledge in a meaningful 
way while bridging gaps and build-
ing lasting relationships to rebuild a 
cultural legacy for generations. A 
reception for the artists and allies of 
Manidoo Ogitigaan and their exhibit 
Gaa-miinigoowiziyan - "What We 
were Given", will be held on 
Saturday, Jan 14 from 2 to 4pm at 
Watermark Art Center. In associa-
tion with the exhibit, Mary Moose, 
a first language Ojibwe and Cree 
speaker from Nishnawbe-Aski 
Nation, Ontario Canada, will present 
Ojibwe Storytelling on February 3 
from 6 to 8pm, and Ojibwe Star 
Knowledge with Joseph Sutherland 
on February 4 from 1 - 3pm at 
Watermark. There is no registration 
required nor charge to attend these 
events. Visit 
WatermarkArtCenter.org for 
detailed information. Watermark 
galleries are free and open to the 
public Monday - Saturday from 10 
to 5pm and located at 505 Bemidji 
Avenue N, Bemidji, 218-444-7570.  

 

 

Jan 21st (deadline) 
Crazy Horse Memorial Cultural 
Programs Opportunities 
The application process for Native 
American artists, performers, and 
culture bearers looking for opportu-
nities to exhibit at the Crazy Horse 
Memorial in SD, and share their 
artistic talents and cultural knowl-
edge for the 2023 season, is open. 
There are five different cultural pro-
grams that can be applied to: Artist 
in Residence, Gift From Mother 
Earth Native and Western Art Show 
and Sale, Living Treasures, 
Performers & Storytellers, and 
Talking Circle. The Cultural Program 
applications are due January 21st. 
See website for other deadlines and 
opportunities. For info, email: cultur-
alprograms@crazyhorse.org.  Or see 
their website at: https://crazyhorse-
memorial.org/visit/special-events. 

Jan 27 
How Tribal Nations Can Lead 
the Way to a Renewable 
Energy Future 
Join us for a conversation between 
Solar Bear founder and CEO Robert 
“Bob” Blake and Indigenous Energy 
Initiative founder Chéri Smith on the 
different ways tribal nations can 
lead and benefit from pursuing 
renewable energy as an economic 
and environmental driver for their 
community and the wider world. 
Panelists: Robert Blake is a tribal citi-
zen of the Red Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Indians, and the Founder and CEO 
of Solar Bear, pronounced “Gizis-o-
makwa” in Ojibwe. Robert is the 
Executive Director of Native Sun 
Community Power Development, a 
Native-led non-profit that promotes 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
and an equitable energy transition 

through education, workforce train-
ing, and demonstration, as well as 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Indigenous Energy Initiative. Robert 
is a graduate student enrolled in the 
University of Minnesota’s Carlson 
Executive Master of Business 
Administration (CEMBA) program. 
Chéri Smith founded IEI in 2016 
(formerly Covenant Tribal Solar 
Initiative). Her experience in mitigat-
ing climate change and restoring 
economies with the power of 
renewable energy spans two 
decades. Her focus areas are solar 
capacity building, project and pro-
gram development, policy, finance, 
and workforce development. A 
descendant of the Mi'Kmaq tribe of 
Maine/Canadian Maritimes, she has 
made it her life's work to leverage 
this expertise for the benefit of 
Indigenous American communities. 
4 - 5pm. American Swedish 
Institute, 2600 Park Avenue 
Minneapolis. https://asimn.org.  

Jan 29 
Climate Heroes in Your 
Neighborhood 
Launch and celebration of Twin 
Cities solutions stories featuring the 
stories and voices of changemakers 
from across Minnesota. Hosted by 
Project Drawdown’s Matt Scott and 
featuring the stories and voices of 
changemakers from Appetite for 
Change, Change Narrative, Hourcar 
Evie, Minnesota Interfaith Power & 
Light, Minnesota Waste Wise, 
Native Sun & Solar Bear, 
Repowered, Twin Cities Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore, and UNIDOS 
MN. To create the future we want, 
diversity, equity, inclusion, and jus-
tice are paramount, both in the 
Twin Cities and in the climate world 
overall.  Join us for the launch of 

Drawdown’s Neighborhood: Twin 
Cities, an episodic climate solutions 
short documentary series about 
passing the mic to changemakers 
who often go unheard. We will 
introduce you to the nine local 
changemakers featured in the series, 
giving you a window into how you—
and everyday people from diverse 
backgrounds in Minneapolis, St. 
Paul, and beyond—can be part of 
solutions. Get a sneak peek at these 
episodes before they premiere glob-
ally, and celebrate how the Twin 
Cities is helping the world reach 
drawdown—the point in time when 
greenhouse gasses start to steadily 
decline. 7:00 PM. Parkway Theater, 
4814 Chicago Ave, Minneapolis. 
https://theparkwaytheater.com. 

Feb 11-12 
Cherish the Children 
Traditional The 24th Annual 
Cherish the Children Traditional 
Powwow will be on Saturday and 
Sunday at Johnson Senior High 
School. For questions, email 
admin@adycenter.org. American 
Indian Craft Vendors, please email 
maricella.pacheco@adycenter.org.  

Feb 13 
Tapping History: Lake 
Minnetonka as a Native 
American Place 
Part of the ELMHS Winter/Spring 
2023 Events collection. Paul 
Maravelas will share a history of 
Native People at Lake Minnetonka. 
Lake Minnetonka has been a pro-
ductive hunting, fishing, and gather-
ing area for more than ten thou-
sand years. Paul Maravelas will dis-
cuss sites connected with ancient 
American Indian people as well as 
sites connected with the Dakota 

Indians of the 1800s, including 
ancient earthworks, sugar and wild 
rice camps and the Dakota sacred 
site at Breezy Point (or Spirit Knob) 
Doors open at 6:00 pm and seating 
is first come, first seated. Free regis-
tration is required and there is a 
$5.00 suggested contribution. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tap-
ping-history-lake-minnetonka-as-a-
native-american-place-tickets-
491306740687 

Feb 25, Apr 22 
Upper Mississippi  
Academy Open House 
Your student will thrive here. Find 
out how by visiting us during an 
Open House. A public charter school 
located in St. Paul, Upper Mississippi 
Academy is a collaborative commu-
nity engaging lifelong learners in 
active, authentic experiences. If 
you’re looking for a vibrant, pioneer-
ing, experience-based charter school 
with a growing student body, UMA 
could be for you. UMA will be host-
ing open houses for prospective stu-
dents, their families and the commu-
nity on December 10th, February 
25th, April 22nd and June 3rd. 9am 
- 3pm. For info contact: recruit-
ment@umissacademy.org. 

Mar 2 
Honoring Language Warriors : 
An evening of inspiring words 
Wicoie Nandaginkendan, a Dakota 
and Ojibwe language immersion 
preschool will host an evening of 
inspiration and hope. The possible 
line-up (not all are confirmed):  
Message from Lieutenant Governor 
Peggy Flanagan (White Earth), 
Message from MN 2022 Book 
Award Author Diane Wilson 
(Lakota/Dakota) Minnesota 

Supreme Court Justice Anne McKeig 
(White Earth), AIM Executive 
Director Lisa Bellanger and Cultural 
Educator (Leech Lake Band of the 
Ojibwe), Executive Director Women 
Winning Nevada Littlewolf (Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe) and 
Minneapolis City Council President 
Andrea Jenkins. This will be a hybrid 
event with the VIP reception an in-
person event and our general admis-
sion will be accessed virtually. The 
VIP reception will be catered by 
“Owamni.” Dana Thompson co-
owner of Owamni will be entertain-
ing our guests as she is also a Jazz 
singer. Asignaak, A women’s hand 
drum will also perform. Wicoie 
Nandaginkendan is the first indige-
nous urban preschool immersion 
program created in Minneapolis. 
Wicoie Nandaginkendan offers a 
half day immersion experience com-
parable to the preschool lessons in 
the English classrooms but they are 
taught entirely in Dakota or Ojibwe 
languages. Tickets: VIP reception 
$125 (+ General Admission $40. 
The VIP reception begins at 6pm. 
Day Block Event Center, 1103 S. 
Washington Ave, Minneapolis.  
wicoienandagikendan.org for ticket 
information. 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
CSThttps://www.eventbrite.com/e/h
onoring-language-warriors-an-
evening-of-inspiring-words-tickets-
482577049947 
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After my first two quarters, my Grade 
Point Average was 0.00. I didn’t pass a 
single course and the University sus-
pended me. 

Somewhere in there Edwin Peterson 
died. I don’t remember exactly when in 
between all those jobs, but his death hit 
me hard. He was the uncle of my 
cousins and was maybe 70 or so when 
he died. He was constantly making 
home brew in an old crock in his closet 
and we made fish traps together and his 
house was always a safe place to take a 
deer we might have shined at night or 
to take a trap full of fish to clean out of 
season. He saw the humor in any situ-
ation and his house was a good place to 
be.  

He was feeding his pigs one day and 
there were people with him when he 
suddenly fell to the ground. He didn’t 
have a phone, so someone had to drive 
a quarter mile to call the ambulance. 
This was a volunteer service from 25 
miles away and the ambulance crew had 
to be called in. It was almost an hour 
before they got there and they were far 
too late to save him. 

I never wanted to be one of those peo-
ple standing helplessly waiting for the 
ambulance and I took a 110-hour 
Emergency Medical Technician course. 
This was the first taste of medicine I’d 
ever had and I liked it, but when the 
course was over, it was simply over and 
I went back to work. 

I was machine sanding a car one day 
and I could feel the impact as the pickup 
hit a logging truck head on at the inter-
section just outside the body shop. The 
logging truck was building speed to 
make a long hill when the crash hap-
pened and the pickup had the engine 
pushed under the seat and the hood was 
pushed almost to the windshield. There 
was a woman inside and she was covered 
in blood and lying on her side behind 
the steering wheel and she couldn’t hold 
her head up.  

Broken glass was everywhere and it 
was crunching under my knees as I 
made my way into the cab of the truck. 
She was moaning and crying and her 
voice bubbled through the blood in her 
mouth as she kept asking me what hap-
pened. I kept talking to her softly and 
gently brushing the blood and hair out 
of her eyes as the sounds of traffic and 
the hissing of the tires on the logging 
truck slowly gave way to the sirens of 
the ambulance and a squad car and I 
continued to hold her head still. 

I held her neck steady as the ambu-
lance crew slid the backboard over the 
broken glass on the seat and they 
reached in through the missing windows 
to lift her onto the hard plastic back-
board. They were slipping the cervical 
collar around her neck and I could 
finally slowly release her head and neck. 

The Velcro straps were going over her 
arms and legs to secure her onto the 
board so they could put her into the 
ambulance. She could only see a little 
bit of the sheer magnitude of what had 
happened to her and the destruction the 
logging truck left behind. She looked 
back at me and she smiled and she whis-
pered, “Thank you”. 

Something changed inside me as I was 
kneeling in the blood and the broken 
glass inside that pickup truck on a hot 
midsummer day with the cicadas 
buzzing incessantly and a woman I’d 
never met looking into my eyes and 
knowing I was her best bet. At that 
moment nothing mattered except me 
and her. 

If you save a life just one time, that 
single event defines you as a person. I 
went on to be a professional firefighter 
and then a paramedic for the City of 
Virginia, Minnesota and my experience 
in the cab of that pickup truck is what 
led me there. I loved being on the Fire 
Department and those were my brothers 
in every sense of the word. Much of 
what I do now as a doctor was learned 
in the back of an ambulance or in a 
ditch kneeling in blood and broken glass 
and we saved lives again and again and 
again. 

The story of how I became a doctor 
has several beginnings and maybe the 
middle part has a few different versions 
depending on what part of being a doc-
tor I’m thinking about. 

I don’t know how it ends, but I hope 
it’s a long, long time from now. I imag-
ine I’ll close my eyes as the cicadas buzz 
and the sun will be beating down and 
I’ll see the eyes of a woman I’ve met 
once before go from fear to calm as I 
tell her a story to pass the time while we 
wait. 

 
Arne Vainio, M.D. is an enrolled member 

of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and is a 
family practice physician on the Fond du 
Lac reservation in Cloquet, Minnesota. He 
can be contacted at a-vainio@hotmail.com.

Can you tell the story of how 
you became a doctor? It 
seemed like a simple enough 

question, “Dr. Vainio, can you tell the 
story of how you became a doctor?” I 
thought that would be a relatively 
straightforward story, but it isn’t. Like 
anything else, this is bits and pieces and 
twists and turns and dead ends and 
parts of it aren’t even my story. The hope 
was this would be an inspirational story 
to be able to show kids and anyone else 
hoping to go down this path. 

When I was a boy, most other boys 
wanted to be firemen or astronauts. 
Truth be told, until I was four years old 
my parents owned a bar called the Good 
Luck Tavern. The pulp truck drivers 
would stop in and drink beer and one 
of them let me stand on his lap and 
drive a big truck loaded with logs across 
the bumpy dirt parking lot and I was 
hooked. 

I wanted to be a truck driver. 
I wasn’t an exceptional student in 

grade school or in high school and I 
don’t know that there were any great 
expectations of me from any of my 
teachers. I worked on a dairy farm in 
the 11th and 12th grade in high school 

and thought maybe that’s where my fate 
lay. Then I played pool one night with 
a man with white hair and he hired me 
on the spot to work construction as 
there was really no one else available. 
He showed me the basic levers and prin-
ciples behind running a backhoe and a 
bulldozer and he left me working while 
he went to argue with attorneys over 
some contract issues.  

That ended up as a job that would take 
me to multiple places in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Colorado, Montana and 
North Dakota. I learned to read con-
struction blueprints and to oversee sub-
contractors and turn in weekly progress 
reports to the Army Corps of Engineers. 
Eventually I decided I needed to return 
to Minnesota and I took a job cutting 
the limbs from jack pine trees with a 
chain saw. That turned into running a 
skidder dragging trees out of the woods 
so they could be loaded onto trucks.  

That was a great few years and then I 
decided I wanted to learn to paint cars. 
I worked in a body shop for a year or so 
and I ran a sandblaster taking the rust 
and paint off logging trucks and trailers 
and I started to learn how to paint. I 
loved every minute of every single one 
of those jobs.  

During that time I was in and out of 
college and didn’t do very well at all. 

BY ARNE VAINIO, MD

Can you tell the story of how you became a doctor?
HEALTH



“Well, we made it this far” is a family 
quote now since my nephew, who was 
seven, said repeatedly on a vacation trip 
up north. It was amusing and I still won-
der if he thought he and my son, four 
at the time, would have to push the car 
out of a ditch or something. Anyhow 
we did make it and I apply that senti-
ment to our collective experiences this 
past year. (Deep sigh and shudder.) 

What seems like long ago in the winter 
time I would sit at my Aunt Mary’s 
kitchen table sipping cocoa. She told 
me stories of her childhood, including 
the horrors of Indian child concentra-
tion camps (my words) and what the 

children went through. To me, it was 
inconceivable that she and so many oth-
ers suffered so badly and many babies 
died. Mary said even little ones would 
try to run away in sub-zero temperatures 
like what we are experiencing here now 
and most did not make it that far. 

They froze to death escaping a living 
Hell and I feel ancestral pain. I have 
their blood in my veins but also their 
courage and resilience. The children 
who did manage to survive carried 
PTSD and many other mental, emo-
tional and physical illnesses the rest of 
their lives. All caused by the U.S. gov-
ernment’s policy of “Kill the Indian, 
save the child” and the war on 
Indigenous people when they could not 
win by genocide alone. Still, they made 
it that far. 

As I sit here and reflect on this past 
year, I am drinking hot cocoa with 
Purrince on my lap. I am comforted by 
the snores of Mitzi, Rose and sweet 
peace in my home. I know that I am for-
tunate in my many creature comforts 
and am deeply grateful for Creators 
gifts. Oh ya, I had my hard times too 
but I made it this far. I have to add it 
wasn’t easy at all but here I am, a big 
ole slap on colonists’ pink faces. And I 
flaunt it. 

Since I have such memories, I distract 

myself by watching YouTube and I am 
currently watching paranormal videos, 
Hoarders, and Dave Chapelle (who is a 
master storyteller using humor). I liken 
him to Charlie Hill, whom I met several 
times – who did the same minus the pro-
fanity. I know why I love Charlie and 
sometimes am shocked at what comes 
out of Dave’s mouth, but the others? 

Pondering that I realized that I’m a 
true voyeur because I always look at the 
inside of those peoples’ houses and 
judge them. Like why did they place a 
certain picture or sofa right there and 
who can really live with tons of garbage 
they say is so important to them? I 
dunno, it either stuns me or scares me. 
Yikes! 

Almost two years ago now I was in a 
wheelchair and my own house got out 
of control because I had very little help 
to clean stuff up or even wash clothes. 
Good thing I have lots of rags to cover 
up with. When I watch Hoarders I say 
to myself, “Self, at least my place ain’t 
THAT funky” despite my limitations. 
I’m finally getting some real help now 
and I am so appreciative for that. 

When I watch paranormal videos, I 
get riled up and yell at the investigators 
who I think are naive and just plain stu-
pid for annoying the ghosts they are 
seeking, then get scared and run when 

the spooks do show up. So foolish! I’ve 
had my share of weird things I witnessed 
but never have I gone looking to see if 
anyone is in the graveyard who may 
want to chat a bit about the afterlife. 
Don’t get me started on UFOs or cryp-
tids because I believe in them. (Goose 
pimples!) 

In stark contrast to my previous life, 
I rarely go out in public. Back when I 
was a party girl, dancing and romancing, 
I felt happy and I don’t regret a bit of 
it. I’m just glad I did alla that so I have 
some racy stories to shock the younger 
people with. Now? I have entered my 
mindimooye (Old Lady in Ojibwe) years 
and am happy that I made it this far, 
given my previous close calls with death 
and youthful indiscretions. Ayy!!! 

Since y’all made it this far, I pray that 
yooz have a wonderful year and find the 
peace and comfort you deserve. As for 
myself, I’m booked up petting my Fuzz-
Butts and letting the dogs 
outside/inside on repeat. I do need to 
find a new hobby like poetry, painting, 
and writing the spill-all book that is still 
in my head. 

Let’s all hope that this year is better. 
I’m so sickened by world events and 
everyone just needs to settle down! We 
made it this far, ennit? 

IT AIN’T EASY BEING INDIAN   –    BY RICEY WILD sjdfzxjmeAipunbjm/dpn
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