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Native Minnesotan and 
Grand Portage Ojibwe 
artist Andrea Carlson 

is a key exhibitor at a unique series 
of Indigenous art exhibits under-
way this fall and winter in 
Chicago. 

Six exhibits featuring 
Indigenous artists are in 
progress linked and promoted 
by the Chicago-based Center for 
Native Futures and its current 
Art Design Chicago initiative. 
Carlson, a co-founder of the 
Center for Native Futures, has 
been a resident artist in the Twin 
Cities and Chicago over the 
years and also works from her 
home in northern Minnesota. 
She is a key exhibitor in three 
of the Chicago exhibitions. 

The Center for Native Futures 
is a unique Native artist-led 
organization promoting Native 
fine arts. It supports contempo-
rary artists with gallery exhibi-
tions, artist-in-residencies and 
community events. 

The center gives wide usage to 
the name Zhegagoynak, which is 
Potawatomi for Chicago. It also 
salutes the linkages of the 
Potawatomi, Ojibwe, Odawa, 
Menominee, Myaamia, Ho-
Chunk, and Peoria people who 
have shared Potawatomi land. 

Like the Twin Cities, Phoenix 

and Los Angeles among other 
major examples, Chicago is a 
major urban center for Indigenous 
people from across North 
America. Approximately 175 dif-
ferent tribes are identified as hav-
ing people living there. 

The Chicago series of exhibits 
features artists’ works from across 
the nation that include Lakota and 
Ojibwe artists. 

Carlson pointed to that diversity 
in a statement about the partici-
pating artists in the Chicago 
exhibits. “If one listens to Native 
people talk about the content of 
our own work it becomes hard to 
paint us with the same brush, and 
that is a good thing. We are not 
monolithic, we are diverse, and 
complex.” 

She has work showing in three 
of the Chicago exhibits. They 
include Chicago Works/ Andrea 
Carlson: Shimmer on Horizons, a 
show running from August 
through Feb. 2 at Museum of 
Contemporary Art Chicago; Still 
Here: Linking Histories of 
Displacement, opening in January 
at the National Public Housing 
Museum; and Woven Being: Art 
for Zhegagoynak/ Chicagoland, 
at the Block Museum at 
Northwestern University, from 
Jan. 26 through July 13.

Andrea Carlson is at the center to 
showcase Native American arts 

Memory Keepers 
Medical Discovery Team

Shop Native American gifts 
for the holiday season

Let the sun shine – 
the Pine Point Solar Project

Earlier this year, the Shakopee 
Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
(SMSC) brought bison back to the tra-

ditional land of the Dakota people for the first 
time in over 100 years. They are the most recent 
Minnesota Tribe welcoming back our bison rel-
atives to the state they used to inhabit. 

Where there were once millions of bison 
roaming Minnesota - plains bison in the south, 
and wood bison to the north - they were sys-
tematically eradicated to under 1,000 bison in 
the whole country by the turn of the twentieth 
century. The bison remained endangered and 
mostly in captivity while caretakers from Tribes, 
ranches, and zoos fought to retain their exis-
tence. Bison were brought out of conservation 
into the wild, and herds were developed and 
grown at different locations around the country 
to help generate genetic diversity. Now, 100 
years later, our tribes are going back to our roots 
and our original relationship with the bison: 
herding them for food and resources in cultur-
ally and ecologically respectful ways.  

The Prairie Island Indian Community, another 
Dakota Tribe about an hour east of Shakopee, 
started their herd with one bison (named 
Shooting Star) back in 1992, and now they have 
close to 200 at the Edwin Buck, Jr. Memorial 
Buffalo Project near Red Wing. They have opted 

not to sell their meat and wares commercially, 
but to harvest about ten bison per year to pro-
vide for their tribal members. Prairie Island is 
less focused on commercializing their herd, and 
instead is part of the Intertribal Buffalo Council 
(ITBC) focused on maintaining the health and 
genetic integrity of their herd so they can share 
with other Tribes to resupply and diversify bison 
herds around the country.  

The genetic makeup of the American bison 
was tainted when, during their eradication and 
early efforts for revitalization, some ranchers 
opted to breed them with their cattle to create 
“beefalo,” a hybrid that would produce meat at 
the same rate as cows, but with the lower cho-
lesterol and fat that bison meat provides. Now, 
as revitalization is more understood and taken 
by people who care more for the animals them-
selves than for their meat production metrics, 
cattle DNA is tested and culled out of the herds 
to help bring their genetics as close to its original 
state as they are able. The only two known herds 
that were not affected by the cattle integration 
were the Wind Cave Bison Herd in South 
Dakota and the Henry Mountain Herd in Utah. 
The herds being raised in Minnesota are getting 
close, and tribal conservation efforts are leading 
the way in authentic restoration of our herds. 
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Artwork created in 2018 by Andrea Carlson, entitled Exit.  
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In mid-November,  Federal repre-
sentatives from Sandia Laboratory, 
solar developer l0Power, installer 

Ziegler Energy Solutions, and 
Minnesota-based panel manufacturer 
Heliene came to the village of Pine Point 
on the White Earth reservation. Their 
goal, discuss a “Pine Point Community 
Resilience Hub,” that will generate 
809,068 kilowatt hours of energy per 
year in a village, which is well below the 
poverty level. They met at a community 
school which is l00% electric. The 
school’s current utility bills average 
$71,000 a year, paid to Itasca Mantrap 
Cooperative.   

The back up batteries included in the 
project will also enable the village to con-
tinue to have power during  grid outages 
- a first step to protect communities from 
blackouts during extreme weather events, 
which are increasing in frequency and 
severity. 

The project is poised to launch. 
l0Power and community sponsor 8th Fire 
Solar have raised most of the money for 
the project. 8th Fire Solar was launched 
in 2017 in the village of Pine Point as a 
community development initiative aimed 
at restoring a regionally integrated 
Anishinaabe economy focused on food, 
energy and value-added production. A 
program of Akiing, 8th Fire Solar man-
ufactures solar thermal collectors as part 
of a local workforce development pro-
gram, providing training on manufactur-
ing and installation, reducing energy bills 
and carbon emissions. 

In June 2024, Minnesota U.S. Senator 
Tina Smith announced that the project 
received $1.75 million in Federal funding 
from the Department of Energy (DOE) 
Energy Storage for Social Equity pro-
gram. That funding, along with almost 
$2 million from other grant sources, 
including the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce’s Solar for Schools program, 
Grid Alternatives Tribal Solar 
Accelerator Fund, the Verizon Climate 
Resilience Prize and Hammond Climate 
Solutions Foundation, and $1.4 million 
in tax credits, leaves just under $1 million 
to raise from other funders in order to 
replace the school’s currently leaking 
roof, before groundbreaking the spring 
of 2025. 

Unique aspects of the project include 
the use of Minnesota made solar panels 
from Heliene, in the Iron Range, and a 
commitment to train tribal members for 
the installation and maintenance.  

The White Earth Nation faces much 
higher residential energy and economic 
burdens than much of the rest of 
Minnesota – some of the worst in the 
country at the 97th percentile nationwide. 
White Earth tribal members face discon-

nections from local rural cooperatives at 
a high rate, and energy security is impor-
tant to the community.  

While the project is set to power the 
elementary school, it’s hoped that this 
will be expanded to a microgrid for the 
village itself. The community is consid-
ering a larger plan of energy resilience 
to tackle heat, backup power, and resi-
dential uses.   

“Indigenous communities need to cre-
ate energy security through owning their 
energy and the means of production,” 
said Sandra Kwak, founder and CEO of 
10Power.  

10Power is a mixed-race, woman-
owned, certified ‘Best in the World’ B-
Corp that was founded in 2015. It 
collaborates directly with underserved 
communities who lack equitable access 
to electricity to deploy renewable energy 
projects for climate justice. It focuses on 
local workforce development for a green 
economy with a gender empowerment 
lens. 10Power is supporting tribal com-
munities to access Inflation Reduction 
Act capital. 

Kwak said, “Besides providing greater 
energy security, this funding will also be 
used as an educational opportunity for 
students through curriculum integration. 
There will be a monitoring interface in 
the classroom, allowing students to see 
real-time data from the solar panels 
installed at the school and incorporate 
the Ojibwe language. Integrating the 
Ojibwe language into a renewable energy 
curriculum will hopefully inspire stu-
dents to work in the renewable energy 
industry,”   

Gwe Gasco, Program Coordinator for 
8th Fire Solar attended this elementary 
school as a child, and today directs a 
small Indigenous workforce that manu-
factures, markets, and installs thermal 
solar panels – Made in Native America. 
“This project overall will give the White 
Earth community at Pine Point energy 
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security so that residents can have peace 
of mind when the grid goes down; they 
will be all right, not the first to lose 
power and the last to get it back. With 
Pine Point School as a hub and an expan-
sion of the already existing solar array 
with additional panels and a solar battery 
system to back it up, this timely project 
will ensure at least one day of comfort 
and security if the grid fails.” 

Big questions are being asked by the 
community about location, and how the 
village itself may have more resilient 
power for the future. Some of the resi-
dents expressed concern about the loca-
tion, which is still being determined, and 
others asked when the solar power would 
come to the low income residents of the 
housing project. 

Let the Sun Shine - the Pine Point Solar Project 
BY WINONA LADUKE



Shop Indian Country: Holiday Gift Giving Places 

 

Buy Native-American made! The 
best way to support the Native 
community this holiday season 

is to buy from Native shops and artists 
for gifts to give this year! Yes, non-
Native Minnesotans are more than wel-
come to buy the beaded ornaments and 
Ojibwe wall art - as long as you are pay-
ing Native artists for Native work. Here 
are some of our favorite spots to go gift-
shopping around the cities and online.  

 
PHYSICAL STORES  
• Birchbark Books & Native Arts 
Founded in 2001 by renowned Ojibwe 

author Louise Erdrich, Birchbark Books 
& Native Arts is a cherished independent 
bookstore in Minneapolis, specializing 
in Native American literature and crafts. 
With a focus on promoting Indigenous 
voices, the store offers a diverse range 
of books, gifts, jewelry, and educational 
resources. 2115 W 21st St, Minneapolis   
Website: birchbarkbooks.com 
 

• Blue Hummingbird Woman 
Tucked away in the St. Paul skyways 

and recently expanded to the Eagle and 
Condor Native Wellness Center, Blue 
Hummingbird Woman offers a curated 

selection of unique gifts, teas, and trin-
kets. As a "Heart Medicine" Indigenous 
Gift Shop, they focus on supporting and 
investing in Indigenous artists and cre-
ators, offering handcrafted, wild-har-
vested, herbal remedies, salves, balms, 
body butters, oils, soaps, teas, maple, 
honey, and more. 30 E 7th St. St. Paul.  
Website: bluehummingbirdwoman.com 

 
• Northland Visions 
Established in 1995 by White Earth 

Band member Ken Bellanger, Northland 
Visions is a well-known shop offering a 
variety of Native American-inspired 
goods. The store has since expanded to 
include an array of foods, craft items, 
clothing, and art from the Woodland and 
Plains Tribes. Be sure to visit their coffee 
shop next door! 861 E Hennepin Ave, 
Minneapolis.  
Website: northlandvisions.com 
 

• Shakopee Trading Post & Gallery 
The Shakopee Trading Post & Gallery 

offers an extensive collection of authentic 
Native American crafts, gifts, and jewelry 
from various tribes from the US and 
Canada. Handcrafted sterling silver, 
turquoise jewelry, beadwork, pottery, and 
more. 723 West 1st Ave, Shakopee. 
Website: shakopeetradingpost.com 

 

BUSIINESS
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• Woodland Indian Crafts Giftshop 
Nestled inside the Minneapolis 

American Indian Center on Franklin 
Avenue, they offers a variety of unique 
items including cards, art, jewelry, books, 
and more. Charlie Stately, the friendly 
owner, is always happy to chat and assist 
you in finding the perfect gift. Plus, with 
Gatherings Cafe just across the way, you 
can enjoy a warm lunch without braving 
the cold! MAIC, 1530 East Franklin Ave, 
Minneapolis. Website:  
maicnet.org/woodland-crafts-gift-shop 

 
ONLINE STORES  
• Black Bears and Blueberries 

Publishing 
A Native-owned nonprofit publishing 

company based in Duluth, Minnesota, 
Black Bears and Blueberries Publishing 
specializes in children’s books with 
Native themes, written by Native authors. 
Serving a regional audience. Website: 
www.blackbearsandblueberries.com 

 
• Nawapo.com 
An online marketplace for Red Lake 

Nation Foods Products and KC’s Best 
Wild Rice Products. Offers a range of 
food items, including jams, jellies, 
syrups, gluten-free wild rice flour, pan-
cake mixes, and more. Owned and oper-
ated by members of the Red Lake 
Nation. They aim to provide unique, spe-
cialty natural foods representing the cul-
tural heritage of the Red Lake Nation.  
Website: Nawapo.com 

 
• Indigenous First 
Visit the Indigenous First physical store 

located in Duluth, featuring a wide range 
of works from Indigenous, BIPOC, and 
diverse artists, food producers, authors, 
and creators. From handmade crafts to 
delicious treats. 202 W. 2nd St, Duluth.   
Website: www.indigenousfirst.org  

• Lakota Made 
An Indigenous woman-owned com-

pany known for its eco-friendly, plant-
based products, Lakota Made encourages 
people to connect with the Earth by 
respecting natural resources and support-
ing sustainable, eco-friendly practices. 
Website: https://lakotamade.com  

  
• Native Harvest 
With a focus on preserving and protect-

ing native seeds, heritage crops, and tra-
ditional knowledge, Native Harvest in 
Callaway, MN, supports indigenous and 
land-based communities. Enjoy maple 
syrup, wild rice, jewelry, and more while 
contributing to the mission of the White 
Earth Land Recovery Project. 607 Main 
Ave, Callaway, MN. 
Website: https://nativeharvest.com. 

 
• The NTVS 
A premium Native American brand 

driven by Indigenous art and culture, The 
NTVS specializes in high-quality cloth-
ing, including t-shirts, snapbacks, tanks, 
hoodies, Native American prints, and 
more. Founded in 2014 and Native-
owned, The NTVS collaborates with 
Native artists to create unique designs 
that celebrate Indigenous heritage. 

Website: www.thentvs.com  
  
• Indigenous Food Lab Market  
The Indigenous Food Lab Market, an 

initiative by the North American 
Traditional Indigenous Food Systems, is 
a kitchen and retail space offering high-
quality Indigenous foods and products 
to the community. Through classes and 
partnerships with tribes, the Indigenous 
Food Lab promotes education and access 
to Indigenous foodways. Midtown 
Global Market, 920 E Lake St, 
Minneapolis  

Website: https://iflmarket.square.site 

BY K.E. MACPHIE

The homepage of The NTVS which specializes in high-quality clothing, including t-shirts, 
snapbacks, tanks, hoodies, Native American prints, and more. (www.thentvs.com) 
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ST. PAUL, MN 55102

Individual tickets: $15-$20/Members save 20%

mnhs.info/survivance

TICKETS

AVAILABLE NOW
!
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Citizens of a Stolen Land: A Conversation of 
Ho-Chunk History & Survivance
Stephen Kantrowitz & Josie Lee

SAT, FEB 15 • 11 AM

HISTORY 
FORUM

Join us for a thought-provoking and revelatory series featuring 
speakers who demonstrate excellence in historical scholarship 

and showcase the diversity, power, and complexity of our 
shared American story.

DEC 7 Half American: The Epic Story of African   
Americans Fighting World War II at Home   
and Abroad 
Matthew Delmont

JAN 11 The Girls Who Desegregated  
 America’s Schools 
 Rachel Devlin

MAR 15 Fierce Desires: A New History of Sex and  
 Sexuality in America 
 Rebecca L. Davis

APR 12 Asian American Histories of the  
 United States 
 Catherine Ceniza Choy

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE ADDITIONAL DATES & TOPICS
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NEWS

The International Indigenous 
Dementia Research Network 
(IIDRN) held its second annual 

conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, in 
October 2024, focusing on improving 
dementia outcomes and achieving health 
equity in Indigenous communities. The 
conference gathered researchers, stu-
dents, community members, and policy-
makers committed to researching 
Alzheimer's disease, dementia, and 
healthy aging among Indigenous peo-
ples. 

Dr. Kristen Jacklin, director of the 
Memory Keepers Medical Discovery 
Team and professor at the University of 
Minnesota Medical School, Duluth 
Campus, attended the conference with 
her team. The Memory Keepers share 
IIDRN's goal of enhancing understanding 
of how Indigenous peoples experience 
dementia and seek to improve dementia 
outcomes in Indigenous and rural com-
munities through collaborative research. 

Rick Smith, a member of the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe and Elder 
in Residence for the Memory Keepers 
Medical Discovery Team, also partici-
pated in the conference. Smith is dedi-

cated to building trust in medicine and 
research within Indigenous communi-
ties. 

“As the Elder in Residence, I chair the 

BY DAN NINHAM

Elders Advisory Council and we are the 
conduit to the tribal communities in 
Minnesota,” said Smith. “We help guide 
the researchers in their efforts to con-
duct safe, respectful, culturally appro-
priate and ethical research.” 

“On the panel I served on, I spoke 
about the process of recruiting and 
organizing an elder’s community advi-
sory committee to help us recruit staff 
from the community to help with con-
nections with perspective interviewees 
and their caregivers. We educate the 
staff in cultural humility to insure they 
are respectful and culturally appropriate 
in their efforts to help our people.” 

Antonio Paniagua Guzman, a postdoc-
toral associate for the Memory Keepers 
Medical Discovery Team, presented on 
"Four Considerations for Implementation 
Science in Indigenous Dementia 
Research." The presentation aimed to 
help researchers working with 
Indigenous communities create success-
ful, impactful, and culturally safe proj-
ects. 

Karen Pitawanakwat from Manitoulin 
Island, Ontario, Canada, and Collette 
Pederson, a member of the Grand 
Portage Band of Ojibwe, presented on 
the ICARE (Indigenous Cultural 
Understandings of Alzheimer's Disease 
and Related Dementias - Research and 
Engagement) Project at the International 
Indigenous Dementia Research Network 
conference. 

The ICARE project partners with Red 
Lake Nation, Grand Portage, Oneida 
Nation (Wisconsin), and seven First 
Nations on Manitoulin Island to better 
understand the lived experiences of 
Alzheimer's Disease and Related 
Dementias (ADRD) across diverse cul-

tural and geographic areas. 
The project seeks to gather perspec-

tives from caregivers, family members, 
healthcare providers, people living with 
dementia, and Traditional Knowledge 
Keepers/Carriers to improve under-
standing of ADRD within Indigenous 
communities. 

“So far, we have conducted 152 inter-
views across these four sites, with var-
ious groups including caregivers, 
healthcare providers, and Traditional 
Knowledge Keepers,” said Dana 
Kelchier, PhD, MPH, Senior Research 
Associate, Memory Keepers Medical 
Discovery Team – Health Equity, 
University of Minnesota Medical 
School, Duluth Campus who also spoke 
for Dr. Jacklin. “We have given com-
munity presentations and reports back 
to community to help disseminate 
results and updates, and we work 
closely with the local Community 
Advisory Group members to see what 
they think the community wants or 
needs out of this research.” 

Dr. Ketcher also addressed another 
presentation that happened at the con-
ference. She said, “Karen Pitawanakwat 
presented a talk titled, Perspectives on 
aging, dementia, and the good life 
among Traditional Knowledge Keepers 
in the Great Lakes Region in USA and 
Canada.” 

“For this talk, Karen worked closely 
with Memory Keepers qualitative data 
analyst Josyaah Budreau, 
Nagaajiqanaang / Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa, and senior 
researcher Dr. Melissa Blind, Ka-n wo-
kaskwat w / George Gordan First 
Nation,” Dr. Ketcher said. “For the 
ICARE project, 19 Traditional 
Knowledge Keepers (TKKs) were asked 
to share their understandings and teach-
ings on living a good life, aging, and 
dementia. TKKs shared their knowledge 
on how to live on the intended life path 
and how to age in a good way.” 

“Our newest faculty member, Dr. Cliff 
Whetung, Curve Lake First Nation, 
Ontario, Canada, not only presented his 
own research titled, Perceived discrim-
ination, allostatic load, and cognition 
among Indigenous older adults: What 
are biomarkers telling us?, but also co-
presented with Dr. Lauren W. 
Yowelunh McLester-Davis the closing 
plenary titled, Carving our path forward: 
Opportunities for Indigenous leadership 
in dementia research, prevention and 
policy,” said Dr. Ketcher. 

“This was a great opportunity to hear 
from our newest faculty member about 

We are a full-service recreational 
cannabis dispensary located on  
the Red Lake Nation. 
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Memory Keepers Medical Discovery Team 
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his innovative research,” said Dr. 
Ketcher.  “Dr. Whetung's research study 
tested the relationship between per-
ceived discrimination experiences, a 
cumulative measure of physical stress, 
and cognition among Indigenous older 
adults over eight years.” 

“While risk factors associated with 
impaired cognition in later life were 
associated with more physiological 
stress, this stress was not subsequently 
associated with cognition. This finding 
raises important questions about the 
quality of physiological stress measures. 
The closing plenary was a rousing talk 
about the importance and areas of 
opportunity for Indigenous leaders and 
researchers,” added Dr. Ketcher.  

Cliff Whetung, Mississauga Ojibwe 
from Curve Lake First Nation in 
Ontario, Canada, is an assistant profes-
sor with the Memory Keepers Medical 
Discovery Team. “I first became aware 
of the organization while researching a 
project early in my PhD training and 
then got connected directly to the team 
after presenting my work at a confer-
ence, the Gerontological Society of 
America, in 2022,” said Dr. Cliff 
Whetung. “I started as faculty with the 
team in July of this year.” 

“My presentation was focused on a 
concept called ‘allostatic load’ and how 
it relates to cognitive health among 
Indigenous older adults,” said Dr. 
Whetung. “In research we use the con-
cept of allostatic load to measure how 

stressful experiences in life, like people 
treating you as though you are not 
smart, or being unfairly fired from your 
job, change your physical health.” 

“Some theories suggest that when we 
have higher levels of allostatic load, 
which accumulates because we are 
experiencing more stress than we can 
handle, we are also more likely to 
develop cognitive health issues, like 
dementia, as we age,” added Dr. 
Whetung.  

“What I found in this study was that 
Indigenous older adults who partici-
pated in a national survey called the 

Health and Retirement Study did have 
higher levels of allostatic load than 
White older adults, but that this partic-
ular measure of stress was not directly 
related to their cognitive health as they 
aged,” said Dr. Whetung.  

“One important finding from this 
study, which I am preparing now for 
publication, that I think is relevant for 
all our communities is that despite this 
specific measure of physical stress not 
being associated with cognitive health, 
the Indigenous participants in this study 
who were engaged with their families, 
helped loved ones often, volunteered 

with community organizations, and 
stayed physically active, had both lower 
allostatic loads and better cognitive 
health than those who were more iso-
lated and less active,” added Dr. 
Whetung. 

“This suggests to me that the more we 
can do as to help our Elders and all 
community members connected and 
active, the more we will be doing to 
help manage our stress and keep our 
minds healthy for as long as possible,” 
said Dr, Whetung.  
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But not all Tribes are focused on larger 
efforts. At Red Lake Nation, the idea for 
a herd began when Chairman Siki was 
elected ten years ago and listened to the 
concerns from his constituency that they 
were tired of relying on outside sources 
for food security.  

This goes back through the decades as 
the US government has continuously 
promised to provide for tribal people and 
has either outright declined in systemic 
efforts to starve us out (Sandy Lake 
Tragedy) or in substandard supplies that 
have offered little nutrition or consider-
ation of our ancient gut systems and poi-
soned us toward diabetes, cancers, and 
other issues (commodity foods). And 
even now, when USDA faces a food 
shortage, the Tribes are the first to be cut 
and the last to be caught up on missed 
shipments.  

But I digress; back to Red Lake. 
Red Lake Nation took the time to learn 

what they needed to do to manage a herd 
at Chairman Siki’s insistence: they went 
to training provided by the ITBC, applied 
for grants, and prepared land they already 
owned on the reservation. Then, in 2021, 
they received their first seven bison from 
the Wind River Herd. Over the years, 
they have added more, and now they 
finally have enough of a population and 
mature enough bison to begin harvesting 
them for food and resources.  

Herd manager, Cherilyn Spears, told 
reporter, Melissa Oleson at MPR, about 

how they intended to bring in their 
Lakota relatives to conduct the ceremony 
as they begin the process. Their intent, 
for now, is to prioritize the meat and 
resources to elders and to the schools 
nearby, especially Endazhi-Nitaawiging 
(“The Place Where it Grows”), the 
Ojibwe immersion charter school that 
opened in 2022, and has integrated into 

their curriculum the cultural values and 
practical utilization and process of bison 
harvesting. Just as Red Lake has trained 
and staffed the herd managers from local 
tribal members, they are also training 
and raising the next generation of bison 
caretakers in these students.  

The Grand Portage Band of Chippewa, 
300 miles east across the Northwoods 

from Red Lake, received their first seven 
bison to form Bizhiki Ranch on the reser-
vation, located near the border of 
Canada. They faced a problem their 
Dakota counterparts didn't: finding 
enough grassland in the heavily wooded 
and swampy terrain of northeast 
Minnesota. Fortunately, planner and herd 
manager, Jared Swader, was up to the 
task, and has planted hundreds of acres 
of grassland to support the herd. They 
have since acquired more bison, more 
grassland, and are just a few steps behind 
Red Lake in their goal to create a self-
sustaining food source for their reserva-
tion population, which is substantially 
smaller at only 500 people compared to 
Red Lake’s 5,000.  

White Earth and other tribes are look-
ing at bringing bison to their reservations, 
but really, the bigger talk has been about 
sharing resources and creating trade 
agreements across Tribes. With herds on 
the four corners of the state, there may 
be enough for each of them to provide 
for their nearby reservations as they 
grow. None of the current Tribes have 
stated goals to widely commercialize, 
and there is a shared understanding that 
the bison take care of us and we are 
responsible for taking care of our own. 
Keeping it local and keeping it Tribal 
will be the key to creating and maintain-
ing a culturally conscious successful 
bison economy for all of us. 
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 “Bison” continued from cover

The reintroduction of buffalo enhances the prairies on tribal lands in Minnesota by  
promoting biodiversity. (Photo Credit SMSC.)

The Bell Museum waives general museum admission for 
Dakota and all Indigenous peoples. For more information visit 
bellmuseum.umn.edu/mnisota-makhoche

Don’t miss the award-winning Bell Museum original 
planetarium show Secrets from a Forest, led by award-winning 
nature photographer Jim Brandenburg.

Experience the connection between sound and nature as you 
travel through the Paneveggio Forest, home to the “singing” 
spruce and source of wood for the Stradivarius violin.

Secrets 
from 
a Forest
On view November 23, 2024 – February 14, 2025 

Learn more at 
bellmuseum.umn.edu/secrets-from-a-forest

Back by popular demand! 
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 “Carlson” continued from cover

Promotional materials for the Chicago 
Works exhibit said the art focuses on her 
take of the horizon “reminiscent of her 
homelands on Lake Superior.” Her works 
make reference, the museum said, “to 
the tactics of colonialism as well as her 
family and peers, Ojibwe culture, and 
Indigenous sovereignty. Confronting 
ongoing histories of erasure and dispos-
session, Carlson proposes that what 
appears to be lost can be remade, reimag-
ined, or otherwise regained.” 

Three other Art Design Chicago will 
be closing soon. They include 
Gagizhibaajiwan, closing Dec. 14 at the 
Center for Native Futures; Indigenous 
Chicago, closing Jan. 4 at the Newberry 
Library; and Living Stories: 
Contemporary Woodland Native 
American Art, ending Jan. 5 at the 
Mitchell Museum of American Indian 
Art. 

Over the years, Carlson became a well-
known Minnesota mixed media artist 
with works on paper and multi-media 
offerings that include painting, video and 
sculpture. Learning as a child from her 
artist father, she has worked from her 
northern Minnesota home and from stu-
dios and homes in Minneapolis and 
Chicago. 

She has a bachelor’s degree in studio 
arts and American Indian studies from 
the University of Minnesota and a mas-
ter’s in visual studies from the Minnesota 
College of Art and Design. 

As an artist with wide and diverse 
appeal, she travels a lot, said Emily 
Marsolek, assistant director of Bockley 
Gallery, 2123 W. 21st St., Minneapolis. 
Carlson has been a featured exhibitor 
there over the years. 

The Bockley Gallery was founded in 
1984 and has similar goals as the 
Chicago arts effort. It explains itself as 
a gallery assisting artists living and work-

ing in “Mni Sota Makoce” (Minnesota) 
and other artists from across “Turtle 
Island” (North America). 

A current exhibit features North 
American landscape photographs from 
Ho-Chunk artist Tom Jones. 

Some of Carlson’s screen prints are 
available for sale nearby at the Highpoint 
Center for Printmaking at 912 W. Lake 
St., Minneapolis. Highpoint, a coopera-

tive of artists, has Carlson prints on hand 
and is currently preparing another.   

Carlson art has been displayed at 
numerous museums abroad and across 
“Turtle Island.” They include the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art, the Walker 
Art Center, the National Gallery of 
Canada and the British Museum. 

  

Left: Andrea Carlson’s Perpetual Genre, 2024. Oil, acrylic, gouache, ink, color pencil, and graphite on paper; overall: 45.5 × 61 in. (Courtesy 
of the artist and Bockley Gallery.) Right: Andrea Carlson.

Member FDIC

NMLS# 640909

Empowering good.
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  |  SUSTAINABLE BANKING |  BRIGHTER FUTURES

We’re proud to finance the expansion of the newly reopened 

Minneapolis American Indian Center. The Center is working to

build a brighter future by providing educational and social services 

to more than 10,000 members of the community each year.  

sunrisebanks.com
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PROF I L ES :  NAT IVE AMER ICANS IN SPORTS  BY DAN NINHAM

At the 2023 North American Indigenous Athletics 
Hall of Fame Banquet, a conversation among the 
inductees led to an exciting opportunity for an indige-
nous athlete to play another football game. 

Bennae Calac, a member of the Pauma Band of 
Luiseño Indians and founder of the N7 Foundation, 
was attending the event alongside Becki Staley (Blood 
Tribe, or the Kainai Nation), a highly accomplished 
runner, and her husband Maurice Staley, a former 
NCAA D1 football player. Calac’s work with the N7 
Foundation and organization of the Indigenous Bowl 
sparked the idea for this additional game. 

The Indigenous Bowl is an annual event hosted by 
the N7 Foundation, bringing together Native American 
high school football players from various tribes across 
North America. The event provides a platform for these 
young athletes to showcase their skills, travel beyond 
their local communities, and experience the thrill of 
playing in a professional sports stadium. 

Eleazar Staley, known to many as “El,” is a member 
of the Blood tribe from his mother Becki Staley’s 
side and is African American from his dad Maurice 
Staley’s side. He is a senior at West Charlotte High 
School (in North Carolina) and is a recent transfer 
from Mankato West High School in Minnesota. El 
competed in football, basketball and track at Mankato 
West and will be competing in basketball and track 
at West Charlotte High School.  

El will be playing in the 2024 Indigenous Bowl 
with events being held during the week of December 
18-22 at the Soboba Sports Complex and hosted by 
the Soboba Reservation in California. According to 
the website, “The Indigenous Bowl is the premier 
event for the 7G Foundation to further the goal of 
molding the next 7 generations of Native leaders 
through education, athletics, culture and real-world 
support. The first Indigenous Bowl was played in 
2017.” 

El was a 2024 Minnesota track champion in the 
4x400 relay and has a personal best time of :49 in 
his 400m leg. He was also named All Conference in 
basketball and track and All City in football. 

El received notice from college football recruiters 
when he finished his junior season with 33 catches 
for 561 yards and seven touchdowns. He had 43 
receptions, 772 yards and eight touchdowns his sen-
ior season. As a cornerback on defense he also had 
three interceptions.  

“I’m blessed to have been given a gift by God to 
be able to play these sports at such a high level,” 
said El Staley. “I am very connected to my spiritual 
side … it guides all I do in life on and off the field. 
I work hard to use my gift and honor God.” 

The Staley family has recently moved to Charlotte, 
North Carolina. “We moved to be closer to family 
and increase the sports opportunities for our kids,” 
said mom Becki Staley. The Staley sons are excelling 
in athletics. Ephraim was a junior at Mankato West 
High School and competed on the cross country and 
track teams. He has a personal best 4:23 mile and is 
gaining college recruiting exposure. As a seventh 
grader this past cross country season, Nahshon 
earned a varsity letter. Sixth grader Nate played youth 
football and basketball. 

El is determined to stay with his commitment to 
Mankato State football. He also plans to walk on the 
track team but only during the winter and spring sea-
sons. Football is first and the priority. 

“The plan is to play football at Mankato State for 
Coach Hoffner,” said Becki. “We know Coach 

Eleazar Staley is playing in the 2024 Indigenous Bowl 

Above: El Staley with a touchdown reception for Mankato 
West High School. (Photo by Michelle Romsdahl.) 
 
Below: El Staley at West Charlotte High School, NC. (Photo 
by Becki Staley.) 

Hoffner is a coach with great integrity and grit and 
we are excited for the opportunities he will give El. 
He has told us El will see the field in terms of playing 
time as a true freshman which is rare and we value 
that commitment.” 

“El is such an amazing athlete but reflects so many 
things that are important to us culturally,” said Becki. 
“He is extremely humble and I always see that Native 
American kid out there that is going to stay pretty 
even keeled no matter what success comes his way 
and I anticipate that will carry him far in life. He is 
very close to our family unit and has the utmost 
respect for his grandfather. He really takes our family 
direction and life lessons with him that were handed 
down to El by relationship and respect for us and 
my father.” 

El was offered a scholarship to Bemidji State 
University. Mankato State hosted Bemidji State, both 
with 10-3 records, in the NCAA DII football playoffs 
on Saturday, December 7, 2024. Mankato State won 
the early season battle 31-29.  

Alex Wischnack, also known as Wisch, was 
Eleazar’s former high school track and field coach. 
He talked about his star athlete and said, “I have 
been blessed with the opportunity to coach El for 
the past three seasons. El is a rare track and field 
athlete that is natural at everything the does. Being 
a natural talent doesn’t allow him to reach the success 
he had as a part of our track and field program with-
out pairing that with hard work.” 

“He took the three-sport athlete mantra to heart 
and lived and breathed it in and out of season,” added 
Coach Wisch.  

 

. 
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POLITICAL MATTERS: Native Issues in the Halls of Government  –   by Mordecai Specktor

A coming assault on Mother Earth 
I’ve read numerous 2024 election post-

mortems. magazine’s 
Nov. 7 issue featured an array of election 
reflections by scholars and authors. 

For example, author Lorrie Moore pon-
dered the “continued appeal” of Trump, 
whose “animal intelligence has slightly 
diminished and become a little more 
deranged. But his unique and inscrutable 
charisma is still apparently there, though 
its precise nature is hard to anatomize.” 

In other words, how has this con man 
and rapist bamboozled the masses? 

“‘We will not go back’ was Harris’s ral-
lying cry,” Moore added. “But the back 
came for us.” 

Like many of you, I’ve been puzzling 
over the precise shape of the fascistic 
regime in the offing. Will the convicted 
felon and his ilk, a collection of grifters 
and medical quacks, plunge the U.S. into 
chaos? We’ll find out pretty soon. 

The Orange Führer, a climate change 
denier, convened oil and gas executives 
at his Mar-a-Lago estate and offered a 
deal to roll back environmental regula-
tions in exchange for $1 billion in cam-
paign donations. He’s a transactional guy, 
as pundits have noted. He vows to “drill, 
baby, drill,” ramp up fossil fuel produc-
tion, when he returns to the Oval Office. 

And we can expect a raft of executive 
orders undoing various Biden initiatives 

to protect Native sacred sites and derail 
destructive mining schemes. On the latter 
point, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) announced in 
late November that “it will suspend its 
review of the NewRange project’s cop-
per-nickel sulfide permit until late next 
year. This decision marks a victory for 
environmental and water conservation 
groups that have long raised concerns 
about the mine’s practices,” as per the 

. 
(PolyMet Mining is now known as 
NewRange Copper Nickel.) 

The NewRange project, a $1 billion 
venture, would involve an open-pit mine 
near Babbit and a processing plant by 
Hoyt Lakes. Ojibwe bands in northern 
Minnesota have expressed concerns 
about sulfate pollution from the proposed 
mine damaging wild rice beds. 

With Trumpite federal regulators doing 
the bidding of corporations, rubber-
stamping every insane energy and min-
ing development that comes down the 
pike, popular resistance will be needed 
at the state and local levels. There’s no 
Planet B, as they say. 

 
Remembering Annie Mae Aquash 

In my Aug. 2023 column, I wrote about 
Kevin McKiernan’s documentary “From 
Wounded Knee to Standing Rock,” an 
examination of a violent period, 1973-

1976, on the Pine Ridge reservation (So. 
Dakota).  

I noted that the FBI “unleashed dirty 
and criminal operations under the rubric 
of COINTELPRO (counter-intelligence 
program), which engendered suspicions 
leading to the disruption and destabiliza-
tion of AIM [American Indian 
Movement]. A notable victim of the 
FBI’s dirty tricks regime was Anna Mae 
Aquash, an AIM activist from Nova 
Scotia.” 

A new documentary series, “Vow of 
Silence: The Assassination of Annie 
Mae,” directed and produced by Yvonne 
Russo, looks at the long quest for justice 
in the murder of the AIM activist. The 
four-part series, which is streaming on 
Hulu, provides viewers with background 
on Anna Mae (née Pictou), her journey 
to Native rights activism and her family’s 
efforts to get to the bottom of her exe-
cution-style killing, in Dec. 1975, on a 
remote area of the Pine Ridge rez. 

Around 20 years, I wrote about the 
murder of Annie Mae, a member of the 
Mi’kmaq nation, for

Paul DeMain, the editor who 
encouraged my writing, is featured in 
“Vow of Silence.” He suffered recrimi-
nations for his journalism on this story; 
and it was an uncomfortable time writing 
the article for me, too. What I found in 
my investigation conforms to the general 

outline of the Hulu documentary series, 
which offers an unflattering picture of 
the AIM leaders. In the 1980s, I spent 
time in Indian Country and got to know 
the AIM leadership: Dennis Banks, 
Clyde and Vernon Bellecourt, Russell 
Means, et al. They all have traveled on. 

“Vow of Silence” tells a tragic and 
heartbreaking story of a movement that 
turned on one of its own. Following the 
June 26, 1975, shootout at Oglala, in 
which two FBI agents and an Indian man 
were killed, Annie Mae was arrested sev-
eral times and then released in what is 
seen as the FBI’s attempt to put a “snitch 
jacket” on her, to create the impression 
that she was an informant.  

In the end, two AIM activists, John 
Graham and Arlo Looking Cloud, were 
convicted for her murder. Graham, who 
is serving his sentence for felony murder 
in the Sioux Falls prison, organized gath-
erings to opposed uranium mining in 
northern Saskatchewan in 1980 and 
1981, which I attended. I met Graham 
and some of his fellow activists in 1980, 
at the International Indian Treaty 
Conference, on the Fort Belknap reser-
vation (Montana). Graham maintains his 
innocence.
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Ongoing 
Grief Support Group  
An open group that provides 
space for community members 
to connect with one another, 
share their experiences, learn 
new coping skills, gain insights 
into their grief, and find mutual 
support. Hosted via Zoom every 
Tuesday from 3 pm to 4 pm by 
Aimee Morano, LGSW, at the 
Indian Health Board. New par-
ticipants are welcome. Call 
612-843-5981. 
MAIC Events  
See events at the Mpls 
American Indian Center on their 
updated website. MAIC events 

listings: Sewing Circle, Running 
Club, Drum and Dance, Pickup 
Basketball, Volleyball, 
Congregate Dining and more. 
MAIC, 1530 E Franklin Ave, 
Minneapolis.  See more at: 
https://www.maicnet.org/upcom
ing-events. 

Yéigo Action Grant 
The Yéigo Action Grant is an 
ongoing, initiative designed to  
provides support for profes-
sional development opportuni-
ties or to help overcome chal-
lenges. Funding ranges 
from $100 to $5,000. Deadline: 
10th of every month. For info, 
see: https://www.firstpeoples-
fund.org/programs/yeigo-

action-grant. Or email: pro-
grams@firstpeoplesfund.org. 

Post-election Survey 
During this post-election time, 
Hennepin County is administer-
ing a Post-Election Survey to 
learn about experiences that 
voters had at their polling 
locations or early vote centers. 
This survey is trying to identify 
barriers that residents may be 
facing. Here is the link for that 
survey: Hennepin.us/ge-survey.    

Thru Jan 18 
Niimiwin: Bijiinag igo ingii-
azhegiiwe gaa-niimi’iding 
Join All My Relations Arts as 

we present the opening recep-
tion of “Niimiwin: Bijiinag igo 
ingii-azhegiiwe gaa-niimi’id-
ing”, an exhibition that explores 
the profound relationship 
between movement and identi-
ty within contemporary 
Indigenous art. Featured artists: 
Adrienne Benjamin, Courtney 
Cochran, Chanelle Gallagher, 
Michael Kurtz, Courtney M. 
Leonard and the Stonebridge 
Singers.  For info, see: 
https://allmyrelationsarts.org. 

Thru Feb 5 
Native Youth Arts  
Collective Showcase 
Join the Two Rivers Gallery for 
an exhibition featuring Little 
Earth youth and Culture Bearer 
Mentors Aiyana Kline, Ariel La 
Friniere, Courtney Cochran, Isa 
Estrada, Isavela Lopez, and 
Olivia Seone Stern. Artwork on 
display until Feb. 5 at the Two 
Rivers Gallery (Minneapolis 
American Indian Center), 1530 
E Franklin Ave, Mpls. For info: 
https://2riversartgallery.org/cur
rent-copy 

Thru Feb 15  
Dyani White Hawk’s Exhibit: 
Love Language 
Rooted in intergenerational 
knowledge, Dyani White Hawk’s 
(Lakota) art centers on connec-
tion—between one another, 
past and present, earth and sky. 
By foregrounding Lakota forms 

and motifs, she challenges pre-
vailing histories and practices 
surrounding abstract art. 
Featuring multimedia paint-
ings, sculpture, video, and more, 
Love Language gathers 15 
years of the artist’s work in this 
major survey. The exhibition 
unfolds across four sections 
named by the artist to speak to 
Indigenous value systems: See; 
Honor, Nurture; and Celebrate. 
See introduces visitors to 
White Hawk’s worldview. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
engage with Love Language as 
a community space. The gal-
leries offer lounging areas with 
interpretive materials, educa-
tional resources, and cushions 
and blankets designed by the 
artist.  Galleries 1, 2, 3, and 
Perlman. Walker Art Center, 725 
Vineland Pl, Minneapolis. For 
info:   https://walkerart.org 

Dec 2-8, 13-15 
Blood Quantum Physics 
New Native Theatre presents 
"Blood Quantum Physics," a live 
audio play exploring 
Indigenous life, culture, and 
identity in Minneapolis. Written 
by Deanna StandingCloud, the 
play follows three Native 
American women navigating 
modern life and cultural tradi-
tions. Live recordings will take 
place at Gremlin Theatre in 
Saint Paul, and the play will be 
available as a podcast in 
Summer 2025. The play is bro-
ken down into 2 parts with 

alternating days of performanc-
es. Blood Quantum Physics: 
PART 1: Dec 6 - Friday 7pm, 
Dec 8 - Sunday 2pm, Dec 14 - 
Saturday 7pm. Blood Quantum 
Physics: PART 2: Dec 7 - 
Saturday 7pm, Dec 13 - Friday 
7pmm and Dec 15 - Sunday 
2pm. Gremlin Theatre, 550 
Vandalia St, #177, St. Paul. For 
info, see: https://newnativethe-
atre.org. For tickets: 
https://bqphysics.bpt.me or 
contact boxoffice@newna-
tivetheatre.org. 

Dec 12 
First Gift Program 
Join NACC and Red Lake for the 
First Gift program, where par-
ticipants will learn to make 
baby moccasins. The moccasins 
made during this program will 
be distributed during the annu-
al community baby shower in 
the spring. Light snacks will be 
provided. 1 pm to 3 pm. NACC, 
1213 E Franklin Ave, 
Minneapolis 

Dec 12 
MAICC Annual  
Fundraising Dinner 
The Minnesota American Indian 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
fundraiser dinner will be held 
from 3:30pm to 9pm.  3:30: 
Registration, tradeshow and 
silent auction. 5pm: dinner and 
awards. Grand Casino Hinckley, 
777 Lady Luck Drive, Hinckley. 
3:30pm. For info, see: 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
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https://book.rguest.com/onecar
t/wbe/offers/1025/Grand-
Hinckley-Book. 

Dec 13 (deadline) 
Call for Indigenous Artists 
The SSGadugi Gallery, a City of 
Minneapolis Cultural Districts 
Art Fund program, is seeking 
Indigenous artists for a series 
of exhibitions at their pop-up 
storefront window gallery 
located at 4054 Chicago 
Avenue in Minneapolis. The 
gallery's mission is to engage 
Native and Non-Native youth 
and families in Indigenous lan-
guage, culture, and history. 
Selected artists will receive a 
3-week exhibition, a $500 
stipend, and support in produc-
ing a video artist statement. 
Priority given to artists with a 
strong connection to the neigh-
borhood of 38th & Chicago 
Avenue. Deadline: December 
13. Apply Online: https://zpup-
pets.org/-gadugi-storefront-
window-gallery-invitation 

Dec 16 
Full Moon Ceremony 
Join LEAR, NACC, and facilitator 
Nenookaasikwe for a Full Moon 
Ceremony at the Little Earth 
Gym, 2501 Cedar Ave. Bring a 
long skirt, shawl, sarong, or 
sheet to wear. A potluck will be 
held, so bring a dish to share if 
possible. Bringing your own 
eating plates and utensils is 
highly encouraged. Men of all 
ages are welcome to join and 
learn about the duties of a fire 

keeper. For more information, 
call Connie at 651-363-4681. 
4:30pm. Little Earth, 2501 
Cedar Ave (Little Earth Gym), 
Minneapolis.  

Dec 19 
Wellness Breakfast 
Join use for a free healthy 
breakfast and discussion on 
health and wellness. Everyone 
is welcome. 10am to 11am. The 
Wellness Breakfast happens 
every 4th Thursday of the 
month at the MAIC, 1530 E 
Franklin Ave, Minneapolis. For 
info, call NACC at 612-872-
8086. 

Dec 21 
Immunization clinics 
Free walk-in immunization 
clinics, infants to 18 years. For 
info: https://www.hennepin.us/ 
en/residents/health-
medical/childhood-immuniza-
tions. 11am to 3pm, Hosmer 
Library, #LO2, 347 E 36th St, 
Minneapolis. 

Dec 31 (deadline) 
Psychedelic Healing Survey  
in Indian Country 
Christine Diindiisi McCleave, a 
citizen of Turtle Mountain 
Ojibwe Nation and a PhD can-
didate in Indigenous Studies at 
the Uof A-Fairbanks, is conduct-
ing research on healing with 
Peyote and its potential 
impacts in the context of the 
growing psychedelic move-
ment. The survey aims to gath-
er insights on: Health and well-

being activities used by Tribal 
members, Concerns of Native 
American Church members 
regarding peyote and religious 
freedom, Knowledge and atti-
tudes about the psychedelic 
movement among Tribal mem-
bers. Participation require-
ments: at least 18 years old 
and a Tribal member. This 
research intends to inform 
Tribal leaders, policy makers, 
and contribute to the protec-
tion of Native ways of life. The 
survey is completely anony-
mous and does not collect any 
identifying information (such as 
your name, address, or email/IP 
address). It will take 30-60 
minutes of your time depend-
ing on your level of experience 
with plant medicines. Survey 
closes Dec 31. If you have any 
questions before you begin, 
contact: christine.mccleave1 
@gmail.com. Survey Link: 
www.research.net/r/TribalHeali
ngSurvey. 

Jan 15 (deadline) 
Artist Residency Program  
Native American visual artists 
and writers, at any stage of 
their careers, are invited to 
apply for our Fall 2025 Artist 
Residency Program. Artists-in-
residence receive uninterrupted 
time and space to focus on 
their creative work, with access 
to private studios, comfortable 
living accommodations, a 
stipend, and chef-prepared 
meals, all surrounded by the 
tranquil beauty of Wyoming’s 
majestic High Plains.  No appli-
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Jan 25  
Monarchs and Milkweed: A 
Story of Survival 
The new exhibit Monarchs and 
Milkweed: A Story of Survival 
opens at the Bell Museum on 
January 25, 2025. The exhibi-
tion takes visitors on a journey 
into the world of butterflies 
and plants, introducing the 
complex relationship between 
monarchs and milkweed. 
Attendees are invited to 
explore how the survival of 
these two species has been 
shaped over time by one 
another, while traveling 
through the seasons of a calen-
dar year. The exhibit’s center-
piece is a recreation of the 
monarch’s overwintering site in 
northern Mexico. Visitors are 
transported to an oyamel fir 
forest, where millions of 
monarch butterflies cluster in 
tree branches, keeping warm as 
they await the spring. The exhi-
bition features Capption acces-
sibility technology. Capption 
makes exhibit information 
instantly available for all visi-
tors directly on their smart-

phones. It is designed to pro-
vide access to language trans-
lations and vision resources, 
and reduce barriers to learning 
and inclusion. Capption allows 
visitors to magnify exhibit text, 
read signage at their own pace, 
and receive translations into 
over 136 languages. Bell 
Museum, 2088 Larpenteur Ave 
W, St Paul. https://www.bellmu-
seum.umn.edu. 

Jan 30 (deadline) 
Minnesota Community  
IDEAS Program Grant 
The Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation is pleased to 
announce the launch of a new 
annual statewide grant pro-
gram in January 2025. As the 
Minnesota community grant 
partner of the Bush Foundation, 
we will award $1.6 million 
each year from 2025 through 
2027 to eligible nonprofit 
organizations located in and 
serving Minnesota and the 11 
Native Nations that share the 
same geography. Grants will be 
awarded within three target 
communities, with five grants 
awarded within each of the 
communities: Greater 
Minnesota, Twin Cities 7-county 
Metro Area, and Native-led, 
Native-serving organizations. 

The Minnesota Community 
IDEAS Program will award a 
total of $1.6 million among 15 
organizations in its first year. 
The two-step application 
process will open in January 
2025, when eligible organiza-
tions can express interest in 
applying through a brief inter-
est form. Interest form submis-
sions will be accepted from 
January 6 through 1 p.m. 
January 30, 2025. Selected 
organizations will each receive 
a total award of $160,000, paid 
over three years ($100,000 in 
2025, $40,000 in 2026, and 
$20,000 in 2027). Funding is 
unrestricted and can be used 
for any charitable purposes 
that align with the vision and 
purpose of the Minnesota 
Community IDEAS Program, 
including operating costs, pro-
gram-related expenses, capital 
expenditures or whatever else 
would best support the organi-
zation's ongoing work. If you 
have  questions about eligibili-
ty or selection criteria, contact: 
MNCommunityIDEAS@spmcf.or
g or call 651-325-4202. 
https://spmcf.org/nonprofits/gr
ants-for-nonprofits/minnesota-
community-ideas-program 
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What if the Internet and all forms of commu-
nication and power failed completely, com-
bined with climate changes that made the 

environment uninhabitable? 
This fascinating book, “Moon of the Turning Leaves” 

by Waubgeshig Rice (Ojibwe) shows how a group of 
natives in northern Ontario set out to find a new home. 
Because the band members faced starvation, the move 
was imperative. But where could they go? 

They had been isolated for 12 years following the power 
failure that caused governments and societies to self-
destruct. The scouting group, led by Evan Whitesky, 
sought information about their ancestral home on Lake 
Huron and hoped to return there permanently. To get 
there, they had to cross areas now inhabited by white 
supremist militia groups, destroyed cities and towns, and 
a scorched earth.   

I know what you’re thinking. You're thinking, what a 
downer. But what else would one expect when setting a 
story in a post-apocalypse world where all of humanity 
is threatened? Disease and starvation killed millions of 
people. Pockets of isolated indigenous groups throughout 
Canada used the old ways of hunting and gathering to 
survive. 

The plot dragged at first and I wondered how long it 
would take to get to the good parts. Then suddenly I was 
hooked, and curious about the fate of these courageous, 
amazing people who sought security and a future. 

The cohesive group of six led by Whitesky included 
his daughter, Nangohns, a gifted hunter and archer. Early 

in the summer they consulted a ragged map and walked 
south with lakes and rivers as guideposts. Paved roads 
were cracked and washed out after years of neglect. Few 
power poles were left standing. Homes stripped of wood 
used as firewood were falling apart with broken windows 
and missing doors. Some were overtaken by trees growing 
through walls and collapsed roofs. There was evidence 
of gun violence. 

The environment posed challenges as the group slowly 
moved south, hunting for food and water along the way 
while wary of encountering people. It’s the humans they 
finally encounter who pose the greatest threat, people 
without integrity driven by violence and theft. I thought 
of the U.S. era of forced removal of American Indians 
from their homelands in the 1800s, where government-
imposed upheaval, violence and massive theft of land 
took place.  

The Civil War era in U.S. history is another example 
of destruction and madness on U.S. soil. Reading the 
book helps you easily visualize a similar fate: imagine 
no power, no communication, no food, no heat, an abun-
dance of guns, a preponderance of racism, and then what? 
How would the outcome here and now differ from what 
Rice described? 

Maybe that question is best left to a book club meeting. 
Or a classroom. I read the book in two sittings, anxious 
to learn what happened. The story was a satisfying account 
with believable characters in unimaginable circumstances. 
Yes, there was loss and sadness. Also, there was strength 
and love and kinship and unwavering determination. I 
really liked the book, which turned out to be a good way 
to conclude 2024 books reviews for  

A book about strength, love, kinship and determination 
ARTS
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There is a lot I could write about, like 
the farce of the U.S. presidential election, 
which in my opinion was stolen. It sick-
ens me so I won’t do that except to say 
it ain’t over. Oh! And Ima stop watching 
so much news and start watching more 
kitten videos. 

Instead, I will share with yooz what I’ve 
only previously teased about: the existence 
of extraterrestrials and my personal expe-
riences with them. Go ahead and scoff and 
roll your eyes, I know what I saw and I 
am not the only one. Go ahead and put on 
your aluminum hats but I have to break it 
to you, they don’t work. 

Ahem! Gather ‘round my readers as I 
tell yooz about my strange, at times scary 
UFO journey. The first time I saw UFO’s 
(now called Unidentified Anomalous 
Phenomena or UAPs) was when I was 
three. It happened in Indiana where we 
were visiting some relatives who lived 
in a trailer park. 

The adults suddenly became excited 
and rushed outside in the dark and I, 
being a nosy kid, followed them. Of 
course I was slower, but still in time to 
see three whitish, glowing discs flying 
in formation rather slowly - it seemed to 
me from right to left. Once back inside 
a phone call was made to report the sight-
ing and they heard it that hundreds of 
people had already called about the same 
thing. Oddly, I was not frightened. 

As I got older I began to have what 
some dismiss as sleep paralysis but while 
I don’t rule that out, for me it was more 
intense than that. During the day I would 
have weird feelings like something was 
gonna happen and when I went to bed I 
would think to myself, “I’m going for a 
ride tonight”. Lying on my back my body 
would vibrate like a buzzing feeling and 
I would have what I thought were dreams 
about being on a metal table with bright 
light in my eyes. 

When I woke up, if I recalled anything 

IT AIN’T EASY BEING INDIAN 
BY RICEY WILD riceywild@hotmail.com
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at all, I dismissed it because I had no 
frame of reference for the ‘dreams’. Then 
I read “Chariots of the Gods” by Erich 
von Daniken - which is a fascinating 
book about ancient technology - in which 
he writes that extraterrestrial beings were 
the ones who built ancient sites like the 
pyramids of Giza, Mayan pyramids and 
Cahokia in Illinois. 

If you have ever watched Ancient 
Aliens on the History Channel you will 
know their research. What irks me is that 
the hosts usually say that, especially in 
North and South America, the structures 
could not possibly have been built by 
Indigenous Peoples because they were 
simple people who did not possess the 
ability to do so, but I digress…. 

When I became pregnant with my son 
the activity stepped up, it seemed like 
the E.T.s were very interested in my con-
dition. One night while living in Duluth, 
Minn, in a basement apartment I saw a 
grayish face peeking at me through the 
window just before I dropped off to 
sleep. In my ‘dream’ I was sitting under 
a tree in my nighty and saw another 
woman nearby who looked catatonic and 
I tried to reassure her she would be okay, 
that ‘they’ would take us home. 

When I woke I had small twigs and dry 
leaves in my long hair and the bottom of 

my feet had dirt on the soles. When I 
remembered that moment I wondered 
what the heck I was doing outside? It 
was January and freezing cold with heaps 
of snow! I moved back to Minneapolis 
and the visits continued. I once woke up 
to two small humanoid creatures standing 
by my bed while I was still pregnant. 

After my son was born I recall waking 
momentarily and seeing bright, colorful 
lights bouncing on the walls and being 
in a vehicle looking out of a window and 
thinking, “So that’s it looks like from up 
here”. Mind you this was in the city. 

In Rezberry, I was still being moni-
tored, then one night the E.T.s informed 
me they would not be bothering me any-
more (my words). I was soooo happy! I 
asked them to leave me something to 
show they had been here and I woke up 
thinking that there’s something out there 
for me in the backyard. I looked around 
and there was a small crop circle about 
four feet in diameter! I had another wit-
ness to see it but forgot to take a picture. 

The above are only a few incidents I 
have been through in my life. Because 
last month I saw a huge, reddish glowing 
UFO through the trees. For some, the 
Star People are showing up again. 

Actually, they never left.
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